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(6 rcading and Prayer.” The next evening—"A Pcrson in whose
family 1 had Visited and Prayed called to see me on the subject
of Religion, Poor Man was in Liquor.” On February 22, 1835,
“Past 12 o'clock Night, rose and read 2 of dear Mr, Whitefields
sermons.”® The work with the Negroes in the city was carried
on with increasing success. The Sisters—Phebe Mathews, Eme-
line Bishop, Lucy Wright and Maria Fletcher —continued to
cooperate in the teaching.” But this halcyon life could not well
be permanent; it was not indeed quite satisfactory. There was
need of haste 1o complete their theological education. But where
should they go? 1o Auburne ro Andoverr
“yiary, 19541838, in the Foltz M3S, Oberlin College Library.

47 erters from the Rebels o Weld, Dec, v, 1834, and Jan, 8, 1835, in Barnes
and Dumond, G Gal, LogE=—194.

o —_—

CITAPTER XIV

THE GUARANTEE OF ACADEMIC
FREEDOM

N THE autuymn of 1834 the Oberlin Collegiate Institutc
was tottering, optimistic official pronouncements w the
contrary notwithstanding. Old debts were unpaid and few
funds were forthcoming for the additional buildings and

other nccessary equipment. The school had no president and no
suiflicient teaching staft. In October the Honorable Henry Brown,
[ounder of Brownhelm, resigned as president of the Board of
Trustees; he had been the most prominent focal man identified
with Oberlin.,

To take his place Rev. John Keep, now of Cleveland, was ap-
pointed, and presided aver a meeting on January 1, 1835. Keep,
as we have seen, had preached for many vears at Bland{ord,
Massachusetts, and, after that, at Homer, New York. While at
Homer he had come under die inlluence of Finney. Besides
being a ncw-measurcs man he was also an earnest advocate of
“female cducation™ and of wotal abstinence, and a friend of the
colored race. Like John Jay Shipherd, he heard the “Macedonian
Cry” and went from New York to the Conneciicat Western
Reserve to help pour onto the “moral putrctaction” of the West
the “savory influence of the gospel.” In 1833 he feft Homer
te become pastor of the Stone (now the First) Preshyterian
Church in Cleveland, and two years later organized a cliurch in
“Ohio City” {the west end of Cleveland) which later became the
First Congregational Church of Cleveland, West Side. While still
at Blandford, Rev. Mr. Keep had founded a free school for
colored people; hie hiad always been an active supporier of the
American Golonization Sociery and had refused an appointment
as agent for chat organizacion in 18g4. By 1834, however, when hie
eniered the work at Oberlin, he had accepted immediate emancs-
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168 History of Oberlin College

patian without colonization as the proper selution of the evil.’

At their meeting of Scpltember 23 the Oherlin trustees had
taken cognizance ot the desperate financial sitnation of the
lustitute and resolved, “That 1t is expedient to take immediate &
effective measures by agencies and otherwise to 1ncrease the
funds ol the Institution—", and “That our general Agent {Ship-
herd] be instructed ro take a tour through the difterent Sections
of the country for the purpose of coliecling bunds tor this Insti-
tution ”'* Shipherd was a regular subscriber to the New York
Fvangelist and the Qhio Qbserver, i which the Lane atfair had
heen extensively noticed. He must have seen the chance for
Oherlin to ger students and possibly other atd aut of the sirua-
tion. Very possibly further information may have come to him
from Maria Fletcher through her father or from "1'heodore Keep
through his father. Besides, Shipherd, as a member of the West-
ern Reserve Ant-Sluvery Society, would have been deeply con-
cerned by the repressive measnves adopted against the discussion
of immediatisin at Lane Seminary. Anyway, be chose Cincinnati
as lis first objective when he started out on November 24 on
this most successful and most significant of all his frnancial
missions in behalf of the institute. The |journey to Mansheld
over the miry, rutted roads of late auturmn he found “slow &
tedious,” especially with the “baulky sullen horse™ provided him
by one of the Oberlin colonists. From that point he sent back the
wagon and teams (without regret) with some supplies purchased
or donated along the way: butter, “baskits,” dust pans,
bolting cloth and “steel-yards.” From Mansfield bie proceeded to
Columbus where lie met young Eeep who told him more “about
Faflen Lane Seminary” and encouraged him to seek aiwd among
the Rebels and their friends.* So Shipherd wenl on to his fatelul
destination, riding in an uncomfortable mail wagon, packed
among the bags of letters and papers.

Shipherd was hospitably received in the home of the Mabans

Tatm Keep, b5 ﬁutnhingruph}' (Kevp BESY; Keep to Weld, Oct 20, 1834, On
his Clevelant pastorates see Jolius .o B, MacCabe, Directary [nf] Cleveland and
Qhin Ciby, for the Years 1837 38, page 42, and A G Ludlow, Gld Stene Church
{Clevelamdd—g20).

T, M., Sepr. 43, 1844,

1 po south 1w Cindunati, £ bhow much Bicther T koow not,” he wrole o
Fayette on MNuv. 23, 1834 (Shipherd MS3).

iShipherd o N. 1. Flercher, Nov. 27, 1834 (Treas O, File IT), and Shipherd
1o Keep, Do, 1y, 1834 (0. G, Lib. Misc. MS5).
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and therc good fortune came to seek him. Alter ycars of more ox
less unavailing efforts Shipherd saw the great opportunity open
up before him. "I believe God has here put my hand on the end
of a chain,” he wrote to Fliphalel Redington, “linking men &
money to our dear Seminary in such a manner as will All our
hearts with gratitude & gladness when it 1s {ully developed.’™
The “glorious good fellows” who had seceded from Lanc were
very favorable to the idea of coming to Oberlin tf Mahan could
be sccured as President, Morgan as a member of the Taculty and
Finney to tcach theology. The Tappans were clearly more or
less defintiely connnitted to financing them wherever they went,
Thus might Oberlin secure a whole theological department:
students and two teachers, besides a president and muclhi-needed
financial backing! Shipherd wrote: “"God has kindly opened a
door to onr infant seminary, wide & clfcctual, thro™ wluch 1
sanguinely hope, it will send forth a multitude of well qualified
lahorers into the plenteous harvest of our Lord.” '

In the sarme letter Shipherd asked Lthat Mahan be appointerd
I'resident of the Oberlin Institure and Johir Morgan a professor.
Shipherd described Mahan as “a revival minister of the millennial
stamp”’ recommended by Finney, himsclf. He believed him well
qualified for the position, "a critical scholar . . . 1n intellectnal
% moral philesaophy—a department . . . cormuonly assigned to
the President,” and “z man of inflexible christian principles
who [ollows the strait line of rectitude while even great & goad
men vibrate.” Mahan would fit in well in the Oberlin Colony,
he declared. "His interest in our Institution is intense & he
would be willing to toil & sacrifice u its behall to any extent so
would his estimable wile.,” “In the midst of a city’s temptations
they have maintaincd Christian economy & simplicity in their
style of living”—in conformity with the principle of the Oherlin
Covenant. Bui, most imporiant of all considerations, the Lane
Rebels insisted on his appointment and that of John Morgan,
“a man of sterling integrity & unwavering in his maintenance of
high moral principle.’

Mahan, Morgan and the “Rebels” demanded 1hat as a condi-
tion of their coming to Oberlin entire freedom of speech on all

sShipherd to Redington, Dec. 15, 3834 (O, C, Lilv. Misc. MSS).
€Shipherd ta Keep, Dec, 14, 1834 (0. (. Lib, Mise. MSS).
Shipherd te Keep, Dec. 13 and 15, 1834 (O, i Lib. Misc. MSS).
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reform issucs be gnaranteed and thar Negroes should be admitted
to the Institute along with whites. Belfore starting east Shipherd
had written to WNathan Fletcher:

“T desire you at the first meeting of the Trusiees Lo secure the
passage of the following resolution, viz. ‘Resulved, Thal students
shall be received into this Institution frrespective ol color”

“This should be passed because 1t 1s vight prnciple; & God
will hless ns in doing right. Also because thus doing right we gain
the confidence of benevolent & able men who probably will
furnisly us some thousands. Moreover, Bros. Mahan & Maorgan
will ot accept our invitations unless this principle rule. Indeed
if our Board would violate right, so as to reject youth of talent &
piety, because they are black, 1 should have no heart to labor
for rhe upbuilding of our Seminary, believing that the curse of
God would comne upon us as it has npon Lane Seminary, for its
unchristian abuse of the poor Slave ™

Much to Shiphewd’s apparent sarprise the recommendanion
arouscd a storm of appositiom in Oberlin., 'Fhe slavery question
had played no considerable pare in the thoughts of the colonists
and students of this pious settiement. Suddenly confronted with
thie suggestion that they receive black men into their idealistic
haven, their innate race consciousness seized contrel of their
minds and the whole community was panic-stricken. "L'wo ycars
later one of their number wriote of the situation: A General
panic & dispair seized tlhie Ofhcers, Students & Golonists—P. 1'.
Stewart the Organ of QOpposition at once proclaimed Bro. Ship-

herd Madll crazy &c &c & that the School was changed into a.

Negro School. [ts [ounders would be disappointed and hundreds
of negroes would be flooding the School. Despondency brooded
with sable distrust o'er almost every Soul, because the Chiristian
patrons made it a condition in their donations that Colourd
people should stand equal in the privileges of the Institution—
inany students said they would leave & Br. Stewart sd. he would
not stay.”® Om the last day of December a paper was circulated
among the students in an effort to oblain an accurate gauge of

8], J. §. 1o N. P. Flercher, Dec. 15, 1834 (Freas. ON, File 11). "T'his was not
the first time that e yuestion had been raised at Oberlin, however. Tn a letter
to Shipherd, dated Oct. 14, 1834, John M. Srerling of Cleveland made his con-
wibimtion ol $i150.00 o Oherlin ﬂﬁpendenr pis stuients being admitied ™irre-
spective ol color”--Ou. G Lib. Misc, M35,

oM. I’ Fletcher, Critical Letters {(MSS), 1834, No. 3 (Mise, Archives).
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their opinion. It read: “We, Students of the O, C. Institute
hereby certily our view as to the practicability of admitting
persons ol color, Lo this Institution under existing circum-
stances.” On the lefr-hand side was a column marked “In favor™;
on the right a column marked “Against.” The number of names
“against’’ was g2; the number “in favor” 26, Mary Lyvon's nephew
and Mary Ann Adains, later Principal of the Female Department,
were among those who voted in the negative.® Only six young
ladies voted for the admission of Ncgroes and fiftecn voted
against it; the young men, on the other hand, favored it by a vote
ol twenty Lo seventeen.

The trustees werc to meet on the first day of Jannary. T'he
feeling was so intensc that it was decemed desirable not to meet
i the colany. Notices were therefore sent ont on the zgth of
Necember announcing that the meeting would be held in
Flyria.” At the last inoment an effort was made by a number of
Oberlintites to bring the trustees back to the colony by addressing
a petition to them:

“"Whereas there has been and 15 now among the Colonists &
Students of the O, C. Institute a greal exciterment in their mind
in consequence of a resolution of Bro. J. J. Shipherd to e laid
before the board—respecting the adimission of people of colour
inta the Institure and also of the board meeting at Elyria

“Now your petitioners [eeling a deep tnterest in the O. C.
Institute and feeling that every measure possible should be taken
to quell the alarm, that there shall not be a root of bitterness
spring up to causc a division of interest or feeling (for an house
divided against 1tself can not stand). 'Thereupon your petirioners
respectfully request that your Houn body will meet at QOberlin
that your deliberation may be heard and known on the great and
important qguestion in conteruplation. 'We feel for our Black
brethren, We feel to want your counscls and instructions—we
wanl o know what 15 duty—and God assisting us we will lay
aside every prejudice and do as we shall be Ied to belicve God
wattld have us to do.”

The petition was signed by 42 (male) colonists and students,"

WOriginal in O, C. Lib. Misc. MSS.

Hjohn Keep to N. I Fletcher amd E. Redington, Dec. 2qg, 1834 {Treas. OfL,
File A).

1z¢Petition to Truslees Re Colored Studenis™ in Misc. Archives.
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but it was ineffective, the trustees holding their Lmportant
meeting at Elyria as intended, There, in a meeting t:haracterizﬁd
by onc member of the Board as Full of “rancour & malevﬂlencﬁ_, 12
Mahan and Morgan were unanimously elected, but the umnc?n
to admit Negroes was tabled. “Whereas, tans the statement 1n
the minutes, “information has becn received from Revd. John
J. Shipherd, expressing a wish that stucents may be received 1nto
the Institution irrespective ot color—therefore ‘Resalved Th:{t
the Bourd do not feel prepared till they have other and maore deli-
nite information on the subject to give a pledge respecting the
course they will pursue in regard 1o the education of the people
of Color: wishing that this institution should be on the same
ground in respect Lo ihe admission of students with other similar
institutions of our land.” ™"

In the meantime, without waiting for an answer 0 his pro-
jposals from the trustees at Oberlin, Shipherd had startcd cast
with Malian to secure financial aid, the support and adhesion ol
Charles G. Finney, and his acceptance of the t.hea‘]{:-gica] pro-
[essorship. Shipherd had, since at least the early spring of 1834,
been cousidering applying for funds o the Tappans.® Now was
. most favorable opportunity. En route up the (hio he wrote to
Liis brother from Gallipolis wliere he had landed for the Sahbath:

“[ hope ta be in New York next Saturday might or Mnnd;:.ny
night at farthest. . . . By. Mahan Pastor of the bth G!L in
Cincinnati is with me as an Assistant Agent for our dear Institute,
and it is highly essential that we should be in New York. . . .

“Lr. Mahan lias expressed his Teacliness to accept & a conh-
dence that br, Morgan will also accept. Some twenty theological
students who have left Lane Sem. on account of its gng laws;
among whom is br. "T. D. Weld, say that 1f brs. Mahan and
Morgan join the Faculry of our Institute, tl'fey _-s.halll JO1N 1511::
pupils. Doct. Beecher has said that these men did 1'lqght in leaving
the Seminary, & called them a company of ‘Glorious good f{f]'
lows' fe—Moreover bros. Finney, Arthur Tappan & others 1o
New York have offercd some thousands for the establishment of
1 Seminary where these young men & others can enjoy the hiberty

13, P. Fletcher, Op, Cit., MNo. 3. - _ .

M1, M., Jan. 1, 18g5. Quite clearly the difficulty lay in the fear of the associa-
tion of Negro men dnd wlnte eivls. .

BFayetie Shipherd | 1. 5., Mar. 2q, 1834 (Treas. OIF, Flle I1.).
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of free discussion; & thesc brethren say that they will advise the
N. Y. hrethren to turn all iu at Oberlin & engage their encrgies
for its uphuilding. Thus dear br. I trust God has put my hand on
a golden chain which 1 shall be able to link ta Oberlin & thro’
it bind many souls in holy allegiance 1o our Rlessed King.

“We hope Br. Finney will become Prof. of "Theology at
Oberlin. T.ane Seminary 1 regret to say is down, & Doct. Beecher
with it. Oh why did he confer with flesh & blood! Why not dare
to do what he acknowledged to be righi! He has evidently been
cuilty of duplicity, & his sun which I hoped would enlighten ths
vailey % set serenely in the West, will [ fear go down ina cloud.
‘Cease ye from men'l71

Certainly the conjunction of circumstances was remaskable
and it is not surprising that minds of Oherlin accusromed to
look for providences should have deemed it providential.

The “Rebels” in Cunnninsville were ready. Stanton wrote o
Weld early in January: “ds te Oberlin-—-Study—next summer ¢,
We have had no formal expression of opinion since your letter
arrived, but we like the plan well. Brather Finney must go to O.
It is the very kind of contact we need. So goad, and rarve too, in 1ts
moral characteristics. Our time expires here first of April. Qught
we to go to O, then? We must spend the rémamder of our course
together some wherel Will it be possible for you to be with us
next year? Even 6 months of your contact would be invaluable
to us. With Finney, Mahan & Morgan!!” James Thome, of
Kentucky, concurred: “T hope the Oberlin enterprise will carry.
It suits mny wishes, for 1 believe it will suit my wanfs.” William
Allan, another Soutlierner, likewise approved: ““I'his Oherlin
plan, however, has opened up a new train. If you & linney
should go there T would try if possible 1o go with the rest. "That,
with me, will be putting on the capstone—I shall have passed the
rubicon if I should go to an institution where abolition s cou-
centrated—at the head of which is that arch-heretic Finney.”"

Stanton and Whipple wrote a joint letter 1o Finney a few days
later expressing their deep interest "in the cause of theological
cducation at the West.”"™ They saw the region in a desperate

2], . 8. o Fayerte Shiplierd, Dec, 22, 15334 (Slapherd MS35).

BS5tanlon, Allan, ‘Thome, Whipple et af. 1o Weld, Jan. 8, 1835, Bavrncs aTke]
Dumond, Letters of Theodore Dwight Weld, I, 184-104.

1851anton and Whipple to Finney, Jan. 10, 1Bys {(Finney BSS).
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plight. “The harvest of the great valley 1s rotung & perishing
for lack of labaring men. T'he spiritual death in our churches 15
alarming. The impenitent West is rushing to death, unresisted
R almost unwarned. The whole Valley is overran with anti-
nonnanism, Campbelhteism, Universalisin & Inldelity—while
Catholicism s fast taking possession of all our strong holds & 1s
insidiously warming itselt into the confidence of the people, &
undermining the very foundations of pure religion. And the
orthodox are quareling among themselves.”” They saw only one
solution: there must be a great revival, such a revival as could
be produced only by “a new race of ministers” educated at a
SEIINAry “established on high moral ground, . . . % decided
in its revival spivi’” and its support ol the “great and glorious
reforms.” No such seminary, they felt, existed at that time in the
West. Certainly Lane Seminary “governed by a time serving
expediency,—by a subserviency to paopular prejudice & opinions’
was “ill adapted to fit its pupils for warring with the sins &
enormous evils of a corrupt & corrupting age.” A new Wcestern
theotogical school must be founded to meet the pressing need.

Oberlin and Finney offered the answer. Obcerlin was strate-
gically located, and Finney was the man, if any existed, who could
train a bam of earnest young men io save thc Godless West.
“Our cyes,” continued Stanton and Whipple, “have for a long
time been turned wward you, as possessing peculiar quahifica-
tions 1o Ol a prolessorship in such an institution. Holdimg &
teaching sentiments which we believe are i accordance with
the Bible, & having been called hy God to participate more
largely in the revivals of the last g years than any other man in
the church, we could not hnt fix our attention on you as one
whom God had designated for such a work, . . . Recognizing
these truths, & having [ull canfidence in your gualifications, we
strongly desire Lo become your pupils. . . . We cannot but think
that the Providence of God directly calls upon you to becorue the
professor of theology in that institution [Oberlin]. If you should
oo there, nearly or quite all the theological students who lell
l.ane, would place themselves at once under your insiraction.”
IHow much after his own heart were these young men! Shipherd,
or Finney himself, might have expressed his opinion of the
Western situation in mich the same language,

Now for some months I'inney had beeu considering retirtng

- —_— . —
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from his strenuous duties in New York City, so that the new
invitation froni the West came at an opportune moment. His
trip to thc Meditcrranean had dchnitely not improved his
health. His friends fcarcd that continuous preaching in the city
in the future would surely kill him. The Tappans had suggested
that the mspired invalid might go to Cumminsville and com-
plete the preparation of the Lane Rebels for the ministry; they
wanld bear al! tlie expense. Bul Finney had decided against this
proposal early in November.,® Then, in mid-January, Shipherd
and Mahan arrived in New York wilh their invitation to Oberlin,
and the letter from Stanton and Whipple, representing the
Rebhels, came to support them,

The interplay of forces between the Tappans, Leavitt, William
Green, Dimond, Shipherd and Mahan around Finney cannot
be reconstructed at this late hour, But the decision was made
promptly, thanks evidenily partly to the conjunction ol circunr-
stances and partly to the persuasive powers of Shipherd, who saw
that the supreme moment of opportunity lor his beloved Oberlin
had arrived, and of the Tappans, who were deeply interested in
the education of the Rebels. The result was heyond anything
that the first founders ot Oberlin had dared dream of. Arthur
‘Fappan subscribed $10,000; and his associates, [.ewis Tappan,
Dimond, Green and others, agreed to pay eight professors six
hundred doliars annually—all on condition that Finney he ap-
pointed Yrofessor of Theology. Finney in turn agreed to accept
the appommiment on the condition that the trustees atlow him
to spend three or four months cach winter preaching in New
York and agree to “commit the internal management of the in-
stitute entircly to the TFaculty, inclusive of the reception of stu-
dents.”™

Unless the Oberhin trustees decidedly revised their stand on
the guestion of the admission of Negro students the whole struc-
ture must collapse. Finney wrote to the Rebels: “We do not wish
the Trustees to hold out an Abolition or an Anti-abolition flag
but let the subject alone for the faculty (o manage.”"?! Writing to
Finney, John Margan denounced the trustees’ resolution: “1 do

YFinney to Mrs. Finney, Nov. 10, 1834, and Memuorrs, g3z,

Wihipherd to the Trustees of the Oberlin Collegiate Instituwie, fan. 19, 1933
(Original in 1the Mise. Archives).

2. G, Fiuney o H. B, Stauton, Jan. 18, 1835 (copy in Finneys hand in
Finney MS5).
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not see how consistent abolitionists can give either thelr money
or personal labours & influence ta Oherlin dll the trusiees are
‘prepared” ta rescind this enacirhent & do justice to their coloured
brethren whether other institutions do so or not. ., . I au sure
it Weld & the leaders from Tane will not think of going to
Oberlin while this resolution stands. Even Lane Scmninary did
nal assume this odious attitude,”” The Lane Rebels took the
same stand. One of them wrote to Weld: “'. .. Saw a notice _:::E_ the
request of Shipherd that "Crustees should pass Kes. to adint into
Col withaul respect of Colour. The board Res. not [t}ﬂ‘uul upon
it withoul turther information, declaring it to be their intention
to have their Tastitition siand on the same ground as other }iter-
ary institutions in the land.—This is not enough in these thines,
do write to New York & te¢ll Mahan & Morgan not Lo accept
without huving that thing settled.”” Everything depended on a
change of front by the wrustees, o

Shipherd wrote two claborate epistles 1o O}}El‘hn in a desper-
ate effort Lo bring about a change in the teeling u.f the comm-
nity and the trustees on the question o the admission _le colored
students and to secure the acceptance ol Finney's condition. One
letter. swritten in New York and dated January 27, 1835, was
addressedt to the Church;® the other, written the week before
and including a full stacement of the situation at New Yark, was
wddressed to the trustees of the Instituee®

Shipherd EKI}I‘EESEL] deeyp disappolntment at (the f:t‘liliﬁtfﬁf?.' nre-
vious decision—"surprising & grievous to my mu!. [ dld not
desire you to hang out an abolition ﬂa.g.“ lll?.: continued, “or fill
up with [ithy stupid negroes; _b_ut I did desire lh;ft you should
say you would not reject promising youth who desire to prepare
for usefulness because God had given them a darker huc tlna{l
otiers.” Tt was genevally agrecd, he pointed out, that emnanct-
pated Negroes ought to be educated in order to prepare them
for the proper exercise of therr fl'f_'ﬁ‘df‘ﬂl"i. [Ie reminded the trlu§—
iees that other institutions had admitted Negroes 10 full privi-

wan. 19, 1835 (Finpcy MSS). 1
'lﬁi:l}:z]:ugg Wh{i;pﬁe et al. to Weld, Tan, B, 1835 [Weld M3S). Barnes and Dumond
(Op Ci. 1 194) have d slightly dilferent reading.

M, [0S o N Fletcher, Churech Clerk, Jan. 27,185 (O O 1.ih, Mise. M 5S).

'his Tetler is guouei in part Dy Fairchitedd (O rieyand Leomand (Gp. Cit) IL
is Tistorically less ﬁigniﬁi:aut andl less detatled than the letter to the (rustees.
Eﬁﬁhil’}hfl'{_i to Trustees, Jan. 1y, 1835 (Misc. Arcitives).
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leges: Western Reserve College, Princeton and even Lane Sem-
inary. Students who were so pharisaical as to ohject to association
withh Negroes watld not be forced inte their company, and the
danger of “amalgamation” (intermarriage between white and
colorerd stndents) he declared to be wholly illusory. Desiees,
Shipherd held that the admission ol students irrespeckive of
color was eternally right and he would insist upon it for that
reason despite any considerations of “worldly expediency.”

But, after all, the admission of Negroes was nol the crux of the
matter. "“T'he difhculties [at T.ane],” he vecognized, “did not grOw
ot of the reception of ¢colored students,” *“but out of the Trus-
tees’ 1nterference with the Students’ right of free discussion, &
those matters which belong to the Taculry to manage.” In order
ta forestall any possible {uture unwarranted mterferences hy
the Oberhin trustees in the inrernal affairs of the Oherlin Insri-
rute Shipherd insisted on the acceptance of Finney's condition.
He threarened to resign if the trustees would not guarantee
“that the Faculty shall control the internal affuivs of the insti-
tute & decide npon the reception of students.”

"T'o consider this ultimatnm, a special meeting of the trustees
was called to meet ar Shipherd’s house in Oberlin on TFebru-
ary g. This was auother hectic session, “riotous, turbulent %
filled with detraction [and] slander.”* Nine members of the
Board, including Kecep, the newly appointed president, gathered
at the appointed place early in the evening; Shipherd's letter
was read and “after some discussion and remarks, prayer was
offlered & the Board adjourned” to meet the next morning, Na-
than P_ Fletcher, an ardent abolitionist, and three other members
favared the aduption of the measure sponsored by Shipherd and
Finney; Philo P. Stewart, also supported by thiree of the trustees,
opposed. John Keep, ardent Finnevite and friend of Weld and,
as we have seen, an abolitionist, cast the deculing vote for (he
proposition.” ‘The resolution passed is alinost in Fiuney's own

#Reep to Srewart, Pease and Fleteher, Jan. 29, 18y5 (Treas. O, Tile A), and
M. P, Fletcher, Critical Leiters, No. 5.

#John Keep to Yinney, Mar, 10, 1835 (Finney MSS) “The divisien in the
Hoard,” wrotc Keep, "is occasioned Ly the alleged impropriety of peimitting
blacks 1o be in the same school with the whitwes. Buc the piime object of the
movement {am I right?) is I suppose to vain in a better manner for the minisiry,
noldhing yourselves ready to receive applicauts inrespective of color—noL a5 yuu

are reported, to conpregate such a mass ol negroces at Oberlin as 1o darken the
whole atmosphere.”
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words and scttled the matter satisfactorily for him, for Shipherd,
far the 1ane Rebels and for the Tappans. It required a fater muis-
informed and unsympathetic generation to discover that the
trustees’ actian was “‘staggering and inconsequent.” There is
nothing ambiguous about it; it is straightforward and clear:

"Resolved That the question in respect to the adnussion of
stndents into this Seminary be in all cases left to the decision of
the Faculty & to them be committed also the mternal manage-
ment of its concerns, provided always that they be holden amen-
able to the Board & not liable Lo censure or interruption from
the Board so long as their weasures shall not infringe upon the
laws or general principles of the Institution.””® Mahan, Finney,
Morgan, ¢tc.,, were to be the faculty. With this faculty control-
ling the “admission of students”™ and “internal management”
there was no danger that Negroes wonld be excluded nor that
the repressive measures enacted at lane could ever be forced
upon Oberlin. Freedom ot stndents and faculty from trustce
meddling in “internal affairs’” was thus a basic principle m the
new Oberclin,

Important as was the decision to admit Negroes, in view of the
great contribntion which Oberlin was to make toward the cduca-
tion of the calored race, it was at the time of secondary signifi-
cance. Oberlin was not the lirst college to admit Negroes. As we
lave seen, Shipherd, himscll, cited a number of examples of
Negroes who had attended other schools and colleges.® The
chief concern of the Lane Rebels, of Morgan, of Mahan, of Fin-
ney was not that Negroes should be admitled, but that there
should be frecdom ol discussion of the anti-slavery question
and other social and moral prohlems.

2y, M. Feb. 10, 835, Leonard, Fairchild and Barnes are mistaken in their
scleciion of the resolution which gave Neproes access to Oberlin. 'The resoluations
referred to by them (F and G in the minwtes) are merely a supplementary ex-
pression of sentiment on the guestion of Negro education. Sce Leonard, 144-145,
Irairchild, 64, Barnes, 232, 'rol. Finney wrote a lormal aceeplance of the position
sfter hiz arrival in Obwerlin m which he restated the conditions: that he have
yeauly leaves of absence to preach in New York or elsewhere, thar suffirient funds
e securcd “wo pur the Institution beyond the pressure of pecuntary embarrass-
ments,” and “that the Trustecs give the internal concrol of the schoal into the
liands of the Facuity™

HJohn B. Russwuri, a Negio, praduoated fromn Bowdoin in 1827 {W. W, Brewer,
“Johin B. Russwwrin'’ in the Journal of Negro History, X1I, 413-422 [Oct., 1928] ).
Edward Mitchetl, a gradnate of Dartmouth in 1828, is said to have been colored
(D[rfriin Fvanpelist, Qo 8, 1836}, A Negro 15 said w have entersd Wesletn Re-
serve Collcge in 18ge (Canoll Gutler, A4 History of Western Reserve Cotlege . L
[Cleveland— 85761, 43)-

——e — e e

CHATTER XV

BOOM TIMES AT OBERLIN

SIBE from the money promised by the friends of the
slave and the supporters of Finney in New York, Ober-
lin's wealth i1 the things of this world was small. John
Kcep stated the situation clearly i a letter to Fiﬁnn:f';.r:

“Now then as to funds, Brother, we (rustees) have none, cx-
cept the land & buildings ete. at Obwertin, say [tom 20 to gn
thousand dolls. We¢ have not the maney to build or suppor
teachers. . . . The Board of Trustees cannet go on in this mat-
ter, only to act as the legal organ & do what N. Y. fricnds propose,
in the present stage of the business. Now the whole €NECrPIIse 13
in the hands of these N. Y. men, with Be. §., Malian, & yoursell.
Hald on to it well & see that it do not fail.™

Arthur Tappan had promised o give $10.000 and, later on,
to tend $ro,000 more for buildings and other innnediate neels.
A Prolessorship Association was formed, a sort of living endow-
ment, a group ol the New York City brethren (Wilham Green,
Jro. L M. Dimond, Lewis Tappan and others) agtecing o pay
the salaries ($6oo per year) of eight professors. The association
was ta be given continuity by the appointment of a new member
whenever any one of the old mmembers died. No wonder Shipherd
was disturbed when this association threatened to go on the
rocks when 1t was yet hardly out of port. 1.cwis Tappan, it seems,
doubted Finney's attachment to anti-slavery principles  od
threatened o withhold his subscriplion o the associntion. Ship-
herd called the subscribers together and, after a long evening of
cdiscussion, 1t was determined “to hold on in the name of the
Lord™ and stand “fast whatcver gales may blow.” The Founder
wrote to Keep: "“"This meeting has shown us our foundation anil
greatly strengihened it.”* Arthur Tappan was the financial rock

'Keep te Finney, Mart. 23, 1835 (Finney MSS).

tShipherd to Keep, Apr. g, 1835 (Keep MSS). and to Fayelte Shipherd, Apr. 1,

1835 {Ehi!}herdr M5S). Again in May fcwis Tappan was expressugr his donlas
of Finneys antislavery zeal—L. TFappan to Shiplerd May g, 1835 (O, C. Lib.
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