Midterm
Philosophy 134: Philosophy of Religion

Summer Session II 2007
Instructor: Meg Wallace

Part 1: Short Answer. Please answer only 4 of the following 6 questions. Answers should be no longer than a few sentences. 10 points each.

1. What is a valid argument? What is a sound argument?

2. What is the difference between propositions known a priori and propositions known a posteriori? Provide an example of each.

3. What is a Reductio Ad Absurdum argument? Which argument for the existence of God uses this argument form?

4. What is the Principle of Sufficient reason? Which argument for the existence of God appeals to this principle?

5. What is an argument by Analogy? Which argument for the existence of God uses this argument form?
6. What is the Fallacy of Composition? Provide an example relevant to the arguments for the existence of God that we went over in class.
Part 2: Long Answer. Please answer only 2 of the following 3 questions. Answers should be no longer that a few blue book pages (or more than that if your handwriting is unusually large and sprawly). 30 points each.

1.  Lay out formally either of the two Cosmological Arguments for the existence of God—the Argument from Causation or the Argument from Contingency. Briefly summarize the argument in your own words. Do you think that this is a valid argument? Why or why not? Do you think that all of the premises are true? If not, which ones do you think are false and why? What do you think is the most convincing objection to this argument that we went over in class? Discuss.

2. Lay out formally the Teleological Argument for the existence of God. Briefly summarize the argument in your own words. What kind of argument is this? Do you think that this is a strong argument? Why or why not? Do you think that all of the premises are true? If not, which ones do you think are false and why? What do you think is the most convincing objection to this argument that we went over in class? Discuss.

3. Lay out formally Anselm’s Ontological Argument for the existence of God. Briefly summarize the argument in your own words. Do you think that this is a valid argument? Why or why not? Do you think that all of the premises are true? If not, which ones do you think are false and why? What do you think is the most convincing objection to this argument that we went over in class? Discuss.


