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JOHN GALT’S SPEECH
OUTLINE
Galt’s speech may be divided into five basic parts, summarized in the following way:
I.
The world is perishing from the morality of sacrifice.  The men of the mind are on strike, which is speeding up the process of destruction. 

II.
The proper, rational morality for man is one of life and reason, based on the axiom that existence exists.  

III.
The morality of sacrifice is the morality of death, for it demands renunciation of that which makes life possible: the mind -- and thus of any enjoyment of life on earth.  

IV.
This code is taught by men who have renounced their mind, and who seek power over the consciousnesses of other men.  They attempt to get this power by convincing these others to renounce their own minds and accept the morality of sacrifice.  The deepest motive of these teachers of sacrifice is hatred of existence, of life, of man, of themselves -- and their goal is to destroy their victims and themselves. 

V.
If all men of reason reject--as we the strikers have--their doctrines of mysticism and sacrifice, realizing that no compromise is possible, and refuse to support them, demanding instead a society of rights and freedom, then the society of the mystics and looters will perish, and then we will have a world of reason, freedom, achievement, and joy. 

Here is a fuller summary of Galt’s speech, reflecting the same outline, but filling in more of the details under each heading.  It is a rough summary, and is not meant as a substitute for reading and studying the full speech.
The state of the world is due to its moral code, which is anti-mind, anti-life: the code of sacrifice.  We, the men of the mind, are on strike against it.

A morality of reason rejects the self-sacrifice of mystical and social ethics, and hold man’s life as the standard.  This morality is based on the axioms of existence, consciousness, identity, and a view of man’s consciousness as volitional.  Man possesses the choice to think or not to think, that is his basic choice, and the exercise of this power to think is his means of survival.  The ruling values of this morality are:  Reason, Purpose, and Self-Esteem.  Rationality is its basic virtue, the other virtues are all expressions of this one; they are: Independence, Integrity, Honesty, Justice, Productiveness, and Pride.  Happiness is the result of achieving rational values.  Human relationships must be based on trade, with the initiation of force banished.

The code of sacrifice is the Morality of Death:  it is based on the doctrine of Original Sin and the soul-body dichotomy.  It attacks the mind, it attacks selfishness--all in the name of sacrifice, of full sacrifice.  The good of others is the standard, but those who are to be served are those who cannot earn--the standard is need, an absence, a lack.  Your motive, according to this code, should be love, love for those who have no value, love of the zero.

The teachers of this doctrine attack you through your fear of relying on your own judgment.  They attack even the law of Identity, to make their irrational Wish supreme.  Their desire is to achieve the unearned, they want to take over the products of the mind, even while denying that the mind exists.  They want to reduce man’s mind to the level of a savage, yet to have him continue to produce--all in order to gain power, power over those consciousnesses to whom they have surrendered their own.  They cannot harness nature, so they try to harness the mind by making the men-of-the-mind feel guilty for their minds, and thus be willing to exist in servitude.  Their hatred of themselves, and their resentment for those who can survive as they cannot, results in a hatred of all of existence, a hatred of the good for being the good--and thus their ultimate motive is to destroy, to kill: first their victims and then themselves.

You will perish unless you reject this morality and its split between the moral and the practical, with its doctrine of compromise.  You have tied your self-esteem to sacrifice, and thereby made your life unbearable.  A glorious existence comes from dedication to the highest: to thinking, it comes from a proper standard of perfection, it comes from the fight for your rational happiness, and from your rejection of the doctrine of sacrifice.  On this morality there will be a country of rights, and a government which protects them.  In a society which leaves the men of superior intelligence free, everyone benefits.  In the present society every rational man must and should go on strike:  then it will collapse.  Do not give up.  Do not compromise.  Fight for the value of your pride and your person, knowing that your code is the Morality of Life, and the source of every greatness that has ever existed.  Live for your own sake.
