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gion; and Robert Warner, Donald R. Longman
’32 Professor of Natural Science, are the first to
hold their respective chairs. Along with the
honor, all will receive up to $1500 annually for
travel and material related to their work.

College trustees appointed three named profes-
sors at the June meeting of the board. George
Andrews, Andrew and Pauline Delaney Profes-
sor of Mathematics; Gilbert Meilaender, Francis
Ward and Lydia Lord Davis Professor of Reli-

Andrews, Meilaender, and Warner Assume Named Professorships

George Andrews Robert WarnerGilbert Meilaender

Clayton Koppes visits the World War II exhibit, “Less Frills in Everything,” on the first
floor of Mudd. The display will be up through September 18.

Faculty and Staff Participate in
World War II Observances on Campus
“Posters like this one,” says Professor of History Clayton Koppes, “mobilized public opinion
behind the war effort.” The poster is one of a number sited during the war years all over campus
and town that are now on exhibit on the first floor of the library in Mudd. The exhibit—up through
September 18—complements the recent special reunion of the Classes of 1939 to 1949,
Reflections on the ’40s: Impact of the War Years. Dina Schoonmaker, head of preservation and
special collections, and her intern, Susan Haskell ’95, arranged the display, which presents a
glimpse of Oberlin’s campus life during the war years. Haskell wrote a booklet, “Less Frills in
Everything,” to accompany the exhibit.

Aimed at getting women into the work force temporarily, boosting general morale, and
explaining the ideological purposes of the war, war posters helped persuade average citizens that
by their sacrifices in everyday life—growing victory gardens, accepting meat rationing, and car
pooling, for example—they could make a contribution to the war effort, Koppes says.

Koppes was one of several faculty members who participated in the Alumni Association-
sponsored event, held on campus the weekend of August 17-20. He moderated a panel, America

Continued on page 2

Although “very much honored” by his ap-
pointment, George Andrews ’54 says nonethe-
less that he doesn’t see “a terrific change” in his
career as a result. The funding, he says, will
give him the flexibility to attend more confer-
ences and professional meetings, places where
he can meet face-to-face—which he prefers to
E-mail—with others in the calculus-reform
movement. It will also help him “acquire re-
sources,” he says.

“I assume I was named for the work I’ve
done,” says Gil Meilaender, who also says he
will continue to “do the same kind of work.”
Meilaender says he’ll use the financial support
to “go to extra conferences and talk with people
interested in the same things I’m interested
in. That will be valuable, but I don’t see [the
appointment] as changing the course or di-
rection of my work.” Meilaender’s field is
Christian ethics.

“I was pleased with that recognition,” says
Bob Warner, adding that he doesn’t “expect the
pattern of my work to change over the next few
years” because of it. “I have a lot of new things
going,” says Warner, and calls his work with
boron-8 (see below) “the most exciting.”

Extensive biographies of the three newly
named professors are included in a press re-
lease about the appointments, available on
Oberlin Online at http://www.oberlin.edu/
~wwwcomm/press_release/PR_contents.html.
Here are some highlights.

George H. Andrews: Andrew and Pauline
Delaney Professor of Mathematics
Trained in actuarial mathematics and numeri-
cal analysis, Andrews has published in both
areas. Since 1988 he has been a project evalu-
ator and member of the steering committee for
a National Science Foundation-sponsored cal-
culus-reform project of the Associated Col-
leges of the Midwest and the Great Lakes
Colleges Association. The work has resulted in
the publication, issued by the Mathematics
Association of America, of a five-volume col-
lection of resources for teaching calculus. An-
drews is collaborating with Michael Sherris at
MacQuarrie University in Sydney, Australia,
on a comparison of Social Security actuarial
projections methodology used in the United
States, Australia, and New Zealand.

The new Delaney professor has been a mem-
ber of the Oberlin faculty since 1962. His
classes include first-year calculus, elementary
statistics, probability, and actuarial mathematics.

“Mr. Andrews is, as his colleagues acknowl-
edge, a ‘much beloved teacher,’” says Presi-
dent Nancy Dye. “Students at all levels praise
the thoughtfulness and clarity of his class pre-
sentations, his accessibility, and his extraordi-
nary helpfulness outside of class. . . .  [He] is an
extraordinary contributor to the life of the Col-
lege,” Dye says.

Besides chairing the mathematics depart-
ment, the Athletics Committee, and the Heis-
man Club, Andrews has directed the computer-
science program and served on many major
committees.

Honorary Trustee Andrew Delaney ’42, re-
cently created the chair that bears his name with
a $1 million gift (Observer 25 May 1995).

Gilbert Meilaender: Francis Ward and
Lydia Lord Davis Professor of Religion
Meilaender has taught religion at Oberlin since
1978. “Students especially appreciate his clear
presentation of complex and sophisticated is-
sues, and note in particular that he shares with
them his love of his work,” says Dye. “He is a
committed advisor and a caring mentor for
Oberlin undergraduates.” His classes cover top-
ics focusing on historical and thematic cover-
age (e.g., Christian Social and Political Thought)
and emphasizing a more specific ethical topic
(e.g., Medical Ethics, Religion and the Law).

Besides chairing his department, Meilaender

has been convener of the Arts and Humanities
Division. He regularly serves on major College
committees and has chaired the Admissions
Committee and the Student Life Committee.

His sixth book, Body, Soul and Bioethics
(University of Notre Dame Press), will be pub-
lished this fall. Twice Meilaender has received
National Endowment for the Humanities Fel-
lowships for College Teachers. He is associate
editor of the Religious Studies Review and of
the Journal of Religious Ethics.

The Davis professorship was donated by the
late John Lord Davis ’18 in honor of his father,
a graduate of the Oberlin School of Theology,
and his mother, cofounder of the Shansi Memo-
rial Association. According to the fund de-
scription, the chair is awarded to a professor in
the religion department “whose background,
training and course offerings most clearly align
with the history, substance, ethics and theology
of the Christian Religion, particularly as ex-
pressed in American Protestantism.”

Robert Warner: Donald R. Longman ’32
Professor of Natural Science
During his 30-year tenure in Oberlin’s phys-
ics department, Warner has  held visiting
appointments at several universities and re-
search institutions.

Author of 90 articles published or accepted
for publication, Warner recently contributed to
the discovery of the proton halo in Boron-8. His
work on total nuclear reaction cross sections of
detector nuclei and on elastic scattering will
continue during his appointment to research
status in academic year 1995-96 with experi-
ments scheduled at the National Superconduct-
ing Cyclotron Laboratory at Michigan State
University, the Research Center for Nuclear
Physics at Osaka University, and at AGOR (a
joint Dutch-French accelerator in Groningen).

Warner has received four major grants from
the National Science Foundation, which has
supported his research continuously since 1966
He was the principal investigator for the NSF
grant that provided funds for the renovation of
the Wright Physics Laboratory.

Oberlin, 4 Other
Ohio Colleges
Form Consortium
Oberlin has entered into a consortium, called
the Five Colleges of Ohio, formed to increase
member institutions’ educational effectiveness
while cutting costs. The other consortium mem-
bers are Denison and Ohio Wesleyan universi-
ties, Kenyon College, and the College of
Wooster. Funding to develop the consortium
comes from an $840,000 grant awarded by the
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

The first projects involve cooperation and
resource sharing among the five institutions’
libraries. All except Oberlin will develop an
online shared library catalog linked by a dedi-
cated telecommunications network. Most of
the grant is dedicated to creating the shared
library catalog. “Oberlin will not take part in
that project because of our planned participa-
tion in OhioLINK, the statewide library re-
source sharing network,” says Ray English,
Azariah Root Director of Libraries.

An electronic database project, which ac-
counts for $140,000 of the Mellon grant, will
use a server located at Oberlin. The server will
allow the five libraries to share database sub-
scriptions—such as those to the General Sci-
ence Index, Humanities Index, and PsychInfo—
at significantly lower cost. English says he
expects the new database server to have much
faster response than the CD-ROM databases
now used by the five libraries, operate with

Continued on page 2
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Trustees Meeting

THE Observer  (ISSN 0193-368X) is
distributed to Oberlin College faculty,
staff, trustees, parents of current stu-
dents, and friends. Editor: Linda K.
Grashoff. Photo editor: Rick Sherlock.
Editorial assistant: Anita Buckmaster ’95.

Published by the Oberlin College
Office of Communications, Alan
Moran, director. Address: Office of
Communications, 153 W. Lorain St.,
Oberlin, OH 44074-1023. E-mail:
pobserve@ocvaxa.cc.oberlin.edu. Is-
sued every other Thursday during the
academic year, August 31, 1995, to May
23, 1996, except late December and
early January. Second-class postage paid
at Oberlin, Ohio, and additional mailing
offices. Subscriptions are $16.

Letters to the editor directly related
to campus events are welcome; those
from employees and students take pre-
cedence over those from other corre-
spondents. All letters are subject to ed-
iting; if time permits, the editor will
consult with the correspondent about
changes.

All Oberlin College Office of Com-
munications publications include a mini-
mum of 10 percent postconsumer waste;
the Observer’s paper includes at least
20 percent. Discarded copies may be
recycled with office paper.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to Oberlin College Development Re-
sources, Bosworth Hall 4, 50 W. Lorain
St., Oberlin, OH 44074-1089.

Jacob Jack Radunsky, Emeritus Professor of Pianoforte
Institute of Music and remained at CIM part
time after retirement. He continued as a judge
and adjudicator after retirement also. Though
ill, he was still teaching privately this past May,
“perking up” says colleague, friend, and former
student Robert Shannon ’71, Oberlin professor
of pianoforte, to give three-hour lessons.

On leave of absence from Oberlin during
the first semester of 1969-70 Radunsky made a
systematic review of the piano chamber music
of Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, and Brahms
from a performer’s point of view. But his im-
portance is not shown in intellectual products,
according to Shannon, who says Radunsky—
who did not perform—neither concerned him-
self with raises nor recognition but with his
students.

And his students remember him vividly,
says Shannon. “He was an incredibly powerful

Jack Radunsky died at his home in Oberlin
August 15. He was 85. He joined the conserva-
tory faculty in 1947, and retired—unwillingly—
in 1976. Before coming to Oberlin he was a
coach and assistant conductor of the Chautau-
qua Opera Company, the manager of Junior
Programs, Inc., and a director of the USO.
During his last year at the conservatory he
began teaching one day a week at the Cleveland

Joan Lynn Worcester Goodenow,
Printing Services Worker
Joan Goodenow, 57, died May 30 at Lorain
Community/St. Joseph Regional Health Cen-
ter, West Campus. Born in Oberlin, she lived
in the Amherst-Oberlin area all her life and
worked in the Printing Services Department
33 years, retiring in 1992.

Former coworkers Paula Baymiller ’76
and Sandra Kanuch remember her for her
love of crafts and craft shows.

“She knew I like elephants,” says Kanuch.

“‘I found this for you,’ she’d say, and give
me something from the show she’d just vis-
ited.” To show her friends at work, she fre-
quently brought in craft items her husband,
James, had made of wood. After she retired,
she visited with former coworkers when she
was in town.

She graduated from Oberlin High School.
Survivors include her husband, two sis-

ters, and two brothers.

force. Possessed of what Shannon calls “an
unusually sweet personality,” he had an ability
to empathize with students and “inspire them
beyond their talent limit.”

Colleagues, like Professor of Pianoforte
Joseph Schwartz, will remember him as well. “He
was the most alive person I’ve ever known,” says
Schwartz, “full of passion for life and music.”

Radunsky earned his B.M. from the Chi-
cago Musical College, B.A. from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, and M.A. at Columbia; he
studied further at Juilliard.

His sons, David and Michael, and daughter,
Cynthia Ruttley, survive, along with five grand-
children and three great-grandchildren. His wife,
the former Betty Mae Millard, administrative
assistant in the Office of Financial Aid for more
than 12 years, died in 1989.
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Take a Look at the Internet and See Oberlin—
Better Yet, Help Put Oberlin on the Web
Every day brings another national media story
or advertisement about the Internet: beckonings
to pay an electronic visit to the Vatican, the
Louvre, or USA Today’s sports page. Oberlin
Online, the College’s World Wide Web site
(http://www.oberlin.edu/) is also among the
web offerings. Available on campus computers
for a year now, Oberlin Online is growing
daily.

Most campus desktop computers (probably
yours) can access the Internet’s World Wide
Web, including Oberlin Online, with free, eas-
ily installed software, such as Netscape. See
how to get yours at the end of this article.

What Oberlin information is available on
the web? The Observer (see “Observers on
Line,” page 3 in this issue); a brief tour of the

Allen Art Museum; Obie discussion groups;
and more, including Oberlin Notes.

Publishing the latest on campus events, the
online edition of Oberlin Notes—with listings
that include concerts, building hours, and houses
for sale—is posted Wednesday mornings and
(unlike the paper version) revised Fridays.

Curricular information is posted to the net
with increasing frequency. Departmental home
pages describe programs and courses. See the
History Department, for starters, by going to
http://www.oberlin.edu/ and clicking on Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences, then on Departments
and Majors, then on History. Or jump to the His-
tory Department Homepage directly by typing
http://www.oberlin.edu/~history/History95.html
in the Open Location box of Netscape.

Some professors post—and even collect—
class assignments on line.

This summer nearly 40 faculty and staff
members took the step from browsing the
Internet to learning how to produce content for
it: they took the Computing Center’s introduc-
tory short course on how to create web pages.
People interested in catching up with them
this fall can call Houck Computing Center
intern Aaron Seliquini at x8964 or Office of
Communications project director John
Appley at x8318. Or send them QuickMail or
E-mail at baaron@ocvaxc.cc.oberlin.edu or
pappley@ocvaxa.cc.oberlin.edu. If you’re just
beginning, call or write them about getting a
copy of the software you need to start seeing
what the World Wide Web is all about.

Joining the Inoue Chamber Ensemble (ICE)
for the 1995 U.S.-Japan Peace Concert Tour,
Professor of Violoncello Andor Toth and
Assistant Professor of Singing Lorraine
Manz—along with violin soloist Laura
McGinnis ’83 and 15 Oberlin students and
recent graduates—traveled this summer in
Japan, Hawaii, and Seattle.

The tour marked the 50th anniversary of
the ending of World War II and commemo-
rated the victims of Pearl Harbor, Nagasaki,
and Hiroshima.

The ensemble gave five concerts in Japan,
and one each in Honolulu and Seattle. In
Hiroshima the group attended the annual In-
ternational Peace Conference against the
Atomic Bomb, and in Hawaii the musicians
visited the Museum of Battleship Arizona in
Pearl Harbor.

The students—who received academic
credit for performing during the tour—were
violinists Huy Luu and Tengfei Zhou, sopho-
mores; Meredith Cooper and Dan Stachyra,
juniors; Yukiko Grine and Alisa Regelin,
seniors; Bevin Kelley ’95; and Sara DeCorso
’95; violists Jenny Anschel, sophomore;
Bryce Bunner, junior; and Judie Lieu, a fifth-
year student; cellists Alexander Waterman,
sophomore; Sachiho Otsuka, junior; and
Nicholas Photinos, senior; and contrabassist
Arturo Araya, junior.

Andor Toth and Lorraine Manz Take
String Students on Peace Concert Tour;
Group to perform in Oberlin in October

in World War II: A Global Perspective, whose
members were Associate Professor of East
Asian Studies Suzanne Gay, Assistant Pro-
fessor of History Wendy Kozol ’80, and As-
sociate Professor of History Leonard Smith
’80. Koppes also presented a screening of
Casablanca at the Apollo and put the film
into the war context in a talk just before the
showing August 18. The next day Professor
of Pianoforte Peter Takács and Associate
Professor of Music Theory William Rothstein
gave a piano duo recital for alumni and the
public. Geoffrey Blodgett ’53 and Koppes
worked with the Alumni Association’s Di-
rector of On-Campus Activities Margaret
Erikson ’62 and an alumni committee to plan
the weekend.

World War II . . .
Continued from page 1

In October, ICE will give Peace Concerts
at the Oberlin conservatory (October 10),
New York City’s Lincoln Center (October
15), and in Washington, D.C. (October 18).

Funding comes from the Japan Foundation
through the Performing Arts JAPAN program,
the National Endowment for the Arts, Oberlin
College, and the University of Hawaii.

Con’s Discrete
Master’s Programs
No Go, for Now
The Oberlin College Board of Trustees dis-
cussed at its June 9-10 meeting the conser-
vatory’s proposal for adding discrete master’s
degree programs to its offerings (see 25 May
Observer), but did not favor the proposal. The
board cited concern about the conservatory
moving to more professional training at a time
when the College of Arts and Sciences was
moving in an opposite direction, need for cam-
puswide discussion of the proposal, and regard
for financial strain on the College that the
programs could bring.

A conservatory proposal to change some
requirements in the artist-diploma program was
approved. The board noted that the changes—
reduction in credit hours required—were bud-
get neutral.

A discussion of campus affairs included the
observation that town-gown relations were on
the upswing, mostly because of President Nancy
Dye’s interest in community service and also
because of the College’s elimination of the
performance management system, in place for
certain employees for several years. A relayed
conversation between the trustee Campus Af-
fairs Committee and Oberlin City Schools Su-
perintendent Shirley Vioni revealed that the
city schools would like more College students,
especially black male students, to work as tu-
tors and mentors with children in the city’s
middle school.

A proposal to upgrade the academic com-
puter for the College was approved, in time for
the improvements to be completed by the be-
ginning of this school year.

Amid other business, the board discussed
King Building repairs, Peters Hall renovations,
and coed rooming; passed the final 1995-96
budget; and heard a memorial minute for
Kathryn Hopwood, ’30, ’40, ’70hon., an alumni-
elected trustee who served the board from 1956
to 1968 (see May 11 Observer).

News Notes
Frederick B. Artz Professor of History Marcia
Colish held a writing residency at the Rock-
efeller Foundation’s conference and study cen-
ter at Villa Serbelloni, Italy, between June 13
and July 13. She was continuing her work on
the writing of “Medieval Foundations of the
Western Intellectual Tradition,” the book manu-
script she had been writing last year on her
sabbatical at the Woodrow Wilson Interna-
tional Center for Scholars in Washington, D.C.
• Mary Tvaroha , manager of employee rela-
tions and recruitment, recently passed all re-
quirements for professional certification by the
Society of Human Resources Management. She
passed with one of the highest scores recently
recorded by the organization. • Jeffrey
Weidman, director of the Clarence Ward Art
Library and associate librarian, presented an
expanded version of his Oberlin workshop,
Researching Your Art Object, to members of
the Greater Cincinnati Library Consortium and
members of the Ohio chapter of the Art Librar-
ies Society of North America (ARLIS/NA) on
May 19. The workshop was held at the Cincin-
nati Art Museum, where Weidman also at-
tended the spring meeting of ARLIS/Ohio.

flexible search software, and display periodical
and serial holdings from the OBIS system at
Oberlin and the catalog shared by the other four
institutions.

Both projects should be in place by fall semes-
ter of 1996, says English. Contrary to statements
in early press coverage, Oberlin does not plan to
buy significantly fewer books or scholarly journal
subscriptions because of the consortium, English
says. Neither will the colleges merge their libraries.

Future consortium projects may save costs on
property insurance and food-service contracts.

The consortium’s board of trustees comprises
the presidents of the five colleges.

Five Colleges . . .
Continued from page 1
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New Faces
Here is an introduction to some people who
have joined Oberlin’s faculty and staff since
February. People who fall into this category but
who do not hear from Office of Communica-
tions intern Anita Buckmaster (who writes these
profiles) by September 8 are urged to call her at
x8474. The Observer will publish more “New
Faces” features throughout the year.

Christopher A. Barker  (Ohio Wesleyan
University B.A. 1982) is head coach of men’s
soccer and tennis. As head coach and athletic
director at the German School in Washington,

D.C., he brought the
boys’ varsity soccer and
basketball teams to
many tournament, di-
vision, and league
championships and
gained recognition as
the most successful soc-
cer and basketball
coach in the school’s
history. In 1991 he ini-

tiated the men’s soccer program at Capital
College. He has also coached at Marymount
University, Montgomery College, and Ohio
Wesleyan University. Barker is an avid reader
who also enjoys mountain biking and camping.
He and his wife, Karen, have a son.

Anita Buckmaster
(Oberlin College B.A.
1995) is intern in the
Office of Communica-
tions. A double major in
art history and history,
she worked for four
years on the Oberlin Re-
view. She enjoys read-
ing and volunteer work.

Jeffrey Byrd (University of Alabama B.F.A.,
University of Florida M.F.A. 1989) is associate
professor of art specializing in photography.
From 1989 to 1995 he was an associate profes-

sor of art at the Univer-
sity of Northern Iowa.
For the past three years
he has been working in
performance art, ap-
pearing most recently
at the John Cage festi-
val in Philadelphia. His
work has been pre-
sented in 12 solo shows
and over 50 group ex-

hibitions in the United States and Europe. Byrd
enjoys motorcycling and mountain biking. His
domestic partner is Ed Ripplinger.

Linda Dorff  (Kansas City Art Institute
B.F.A., Columbia University M.A., New
York University M.Phil. 1993) is instructor
in English. She has been an adjunct instructor
at New York University, where she is com-

pleting her disserta-
tion on the late plays
of Tennessee Will-
iams. Two of her ar-
ticles will be published
in forthcoming books:
“Things (Ex)Change:
The Value of Money
in David Mamet’s
Glengarry Glen Ross”
in “Glengarry Glen

Ross: Text and Performance,” and “Double-
Sided Kandinsky and the Politics of Art in John
Guare’s Six Degrees of Separation” in “John
Guare: A Casebook.” She lectured on Tennes-
see Williams at the 1995 Association for The-
atre in Higher Education Conference in San
Francisco, the 1995 Comparative Drama Con-
ference at the University of Florida, and the
1994 American Theater Conference.

Stephen E. Hefling
(Harvard College B.A.,
Yale University Ph.D.
1985) is visiting asso-
ciate professor of mu-
sicology. He was a
Morse fellow at Yale
from 1982 to 1987, and
has taught at Yale,
Case Western Reserve,
and Stanford universi-

ties. A former violinist for the Cleveland
Baroque Soloists, he has also performed with
the Ensemble for Early Music, the New York
Baroque Ensemble, and the Concert Royale
Orchestra. He has contributed to many jour-
nals and publications, concentrating on the
music of Gustav Mahler. Hefling is the re-
cipient of several grants and a Tanglewood
fellowship in violin. He is married to the
former Deborah Miller. Sailing, antique
clocks, and amateur chamber music are some
of his interests.

Joseph Lubben (University of Notre Dame
B.A., Brandeis University M.F.A., Ph.D. 1995)
is visiting assistant professor of music theory.

He has been a lecturer
at Brandeis and a visit-
ing instructor at Notre
Dame. His dissertation
composition, Cantata
Harmonia Mundi, has
been performed by the
Lydian String Quartet
and the Brandeis Con-
temporary Chamber
Choir .  His ar t ic le

“Schenker the Progressive: Analytic Prac-
tice in Der Tonwille” has been published in
Music Theory Spectrum. He has delivered
papers at the annual meetings of the Society
for Music Theory and the New England Con-
ference of Music Theorists. He coorganized
the 1994 conference Critical Perspectives on
Schenker: Toward a New Research Para-
digm, held at Notre Dame. He was awarded
an AMS 50 Dissertation Fellowship for 1993-
1994.

Susan Moses (Indiana University School of
Music B.M., Yale University M.M.A. 1970) is
visiting assistant professor of violoncello. She
has taught in Boston University’s Overseas
Program in Padua, Italy, and is a former visiting

assistant professor of
cello at the Indiana Uni-
versity School of Mu-
sic. She has been the
solo cellist of the group
I Solsti Veneti and has
had solo performances
throughout Europe. She
was a contributor to the
International Tartini
Symposium Confer-

ence at the University of Padua.  Winner of  a
Ford Foundation grant and the Kapp Award, in
1990 she was recognized by the University of
Milan for outstanding service to chamber mu-
sic. Moses is a member of the César Franck
Piano Trio and performs regularly with Euro-
pean chamber ensembles. She has a son.

David Mullin (Adrian College B.A., Duke
University M.B.A., University of Virginia M.A.,

Ph.D. 1993) is visiting
assistant professor of
economics. He has been
an assistant professor
of economics at Bowl-
ing Green University
since 1994. A grant
from the National Sci-
ence Foundation, ef-
fective until 1996, will
allow him to research

integrating computer-based experiments into
the economics classroom. Mullin has also
worked as a certified public accountant. He
enjoys biking, walking, and painting. His
wife, Debbie, is also visiting assistant pro-
fessor of economics.

Ronald Phillips (Eastman School of Music)
is part-time teacher of bassoon. He has taught

at Baldwin-Wallace
College and is a mem-
ber of the Cleveland
Orchestra. He has
made solo appear-
ances at the Cleveland
Museum of Art and per-
formed with the Cleve-
land Octet and the Bald-
win-Wallace Wind En-
semble. He and his

wife, Elaine, have four children. Gardening,
art, and antiques are a few of his interests.

Augusta Rohrbach (New School for Social
Research B.A., Columbia University M.A.,
M.Phil., Ph.D. 1994) is visiting assistant pro-
fessor of English. After receiving her Ph.D.,
she taught at the University of Maryland,

Brooklyn College, and
Marymount Manhat-
tan College. She has
lectured widely on is-
sues of race and gen-
der in American litera-
ture, and recently gave
a speech, “White Girls
Dressed like Black:
The Southern Roots
of the Flapper Image,”

for Women’s History Month at Marymount
College and another speech, “Edith Wharton’s
Racial Theories of Place,” at Brooklyn Col-
lege. Her article “Violence and the Visual:
The Phenomenology of Vision and Racial
Stereotyping” has been published in Studies
in Philosophy.

Vagram Saradjian (Moscow Conservatory
M.M., D.M.A. 1974) is assistant professor of
music. For the last two years he has taught at the
Aaron Copland School of Music, following

appointments at the
Moscow State Conser-
vatory and the Yerevan
State Conservatory in
Armenia. A 1990 first-
prize winner at the
Aram Khachaturian In-
ternational Music
Awards, he has also
won gold medals at the
1980 and 1976 Interna-

tional Music Festivals, and was the Geneva
Prize winner at the Geneva International Cello
Competition in 1975. Saradjian has had solo
performances in orchestras around the world
and has recorded with the Moscow Philhar-
monic Orchestra, the Moscow Philharmonic
Soloists, and the Moscow RTV Orchestra. He
has a son and enjoys playing chess and fishing.

Theodore Stark
(College of William
and Mary B.A., Boston
University M.F.A.
1995) is a lecturer and
costumer for the depart-
ment of theater and
dance. He has worked
as a draper for the Santa
Fe Opera, the Hunting-
ton Theater Company,

and the Boston Ballet. His domestic partner is
Lawrence Cave ’82.

Gretchen Tolson
(Cedarville College)
is an administrative
assistant in the con-
servatory. A native of
Lakewood,  Ohio ,
Tolson has worked at
the Lutheran Home in
Westlake, Sunshine
Family Bookstore, and
Mount Union College.

She lives in Lorain with her husband, Dan, and
the couple’s teenage daughter.

A Note to the
Observer’s Readers
The Observer, the faculty and staff news-
paper of Oberlin College, published 18
times a year, is delivered to employees
and made available to students on cam-
pus. Copies are mailed to retired em-
ployees, certain alumni and friends of
the college, and paid subscribers. Six
issues a year, including this one, are
mailed to parents of current students.
The editor welcomes these off-campus
readers but does not always provide
background information for them: news
that has already been reported in the
Review (the student newspaper) or an-
nounced elsewhere may not be reported
fully or prominently in the Observer.

Observers on Line
Now when an Observer story directs you to a
previous issue of the paper—as in “see 25
May Observer”—you can check out the ref-
erence even after you have recycled your
copy.

The Observer’s last three issues in the
previous school year, those for April 27, May
11, and May 25, are available on Oberlin
Online at http://www.oberlin.edu/~observer/
main.html. The Observers for the current
school year will also be posted.

Faculty Meeting
General Faculty
May Meeting:
Committees and Conflict
Before the May 23 meeting of the General
Faculty, the Nominations Committee asked the
faculty to approve provisionally its list of com-
mittee memberships for 1995-96. Until this
year the faculty did not vote to approve the list
until it had had a chance to amend it, often
adding people to various committees. Because
of this procedure, the nominations committee
said, some committees were of “unwieldy size.”
It suggested “that proposals to add names to
committees from the floor of the faculty be
treated as proposals to the Nominations Com-
mittee for consideration next fall” rather than
motions for faculty vote at the meeting. In the
fall, it said, it would bring either an amended
list or an explanation for not amending the list
to the faculty for action. It also recommended
that future Nominations Committees bring their
proposed membership list to the faculty before
the year’s last meeting and then consider any
suggestions from the floor before presenting a
final list for faculty vote.

Professor of Biology Richard Levin ques-
tioned this “extraordinary procedural change,”
hoped that it would not be precedent setting,
and wondered how the faculty might act on the
committee report in the fall. No one offered an
amendment to the proposed 1995-96 commit-
tee list, and the motion to approve it passed
without audible dissent.

Default Rule for Conflicts
Having been asked for a conflict-of-interest
proposal (See March 2 Observer), the General
Faculty Council recommended a default rule
for all committees: members “will not vote on
matters that directly affect themselves, their
immediate families, or their own departments;
will not speak to such matters; and will absent
themselves during the discussion of motions
bearing on such matters.” Individual commit-
tees that found this rule inappropriate could
propose alternative rules to the council.

Associate Professor of History Gary
Kornblith proposed amending the default rule
by deleting “or their own departments.” A
departmental disqualification would hamper
committees dealing with institutional resources
other than grants, he said. The library commit-
tee, for example, needs advice from members
of departments that benefit from library re-
sources. Professor of Chemistry Martin
Ackermann, however, opposed the amendment,
noting that departmental issues could lead to
conflicts of interest. For example, members of
the Educational Plans and Policies Committee
whose department had requested an addition to
staff should not help rank such requests.
Kornblith’s amendment passed by one vote (12
in favor, 11 opposed), and the main motion
passed without audible dissent. (In December
the faculty had voted to exclude from the Re-
search and Development Committee anyone
who had applied for research status (See Janu-
ary 19 Observer).

Early in the meeting Root Director of Li-
braries Ray English presented a memorial
minute for former director of libraries William
A. Moffett. At its conclusion he showed a short
video. Registrar Lori Gumpf presented the
graduation vote list of 626 names, and the
motion to accept it passed without audible
dissent. Chairs of the Planning Committee’s
two subcommittees—on a campus master plan
and on financial equilibrium—presented
progress reports and said they expected to have
full reports for the faculty by summer or fall.

—Carol Ganzel
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Observations
An Editor Looks at
Editing, Obliviousness, and Anonymity
By Carol Ganzel

Carol Ganzel, editor of the Observer for 15
years, retired at the end of the 1994-95 school
year. At her retirement party she spoke about
being an editor like and unlike the editor in a
novel she recently read. Rebecca Ganzel
Thompson, editor of the Observer during the
greater part of academic year 1985-86, spoke
(see sidebar) at the party about walking in
her mother’s shoes.—Ed.

On page 165 of her latest mystery novel, P.D.
James introduces a copyeditor, a Miss
Spenlove, who is not a suspect in the murder
and not a future victim. Arriving “punctually
at her usual hour of 9:15” the morning after
the murder, she was unnoticed by others on
the staff—who had just discovered the body—
as she went to her office, “took off her jacket
and settled down to work. When working,
she was oblivious to everything except the
text before her. It was claimed by Peverell
Press that no work copyedited by Miss
Spenlove ever contained an undetected error.
. . .  Her expertise went beyond details of the
words; no geographical or historical inaccu-
racy went unchecked, no inconsistencies of
weather, topography or dress unnoticed.
Authors valued her even though their session
with her to approve the final text left them
feeling that they had undergone a particu-
larly traumatic session with an intimidating
headmistress of the old school.”

That’s page 165. In a comic scene on page
166 she intimidates a detective sergeant from
London’s Metropolitan Police, and after five
short lines on an all but blank page 167, she
vanishes from the novel.

I’ve never achieved Spenlovian heights.
Writing that I’ve copyedited, whether my
own or somebody else’s, often contains er-
rors of grammar, spelling, or fact undetected
by me. Fortunately others have detected many
of them before they got into the Observer,
especially Lois Gaines, who, for as long as
I’ve been editor, has read most copy after I
think I have perfected it. Also, I haven’t got
Miss Spenlove’s powers of concentration.
When working with a text in front of me, I’m
oblivious to nothing around me—not the tele-
phone, not the QuickMail bong, not the con-
versation in the hall, not even to the time
when campus mail is likely to have been
delivered downstairs. But had I met her 40
years ago, and had the phrase been current
then, Miss Spenlove would have been my
“role model.” She is the exemplar of my
chosen profession.

It was a peculiar choice.
As many of  you know,  I  s tar ted

copyediting at the University of Chicago
Press. (To those familiar with the Chicago
Manual of Style, my loyalty to it rather than
the AP Style Book is apparent in the Ob-
server, to Al Moran’s exasperation.) One of
the first books I edited at the press was
volume two of an autobiography of a man
who had been part of Franklin Roosevelt’s
administration. Louis Brownlow was his
name. His autobiography had an unlikely
title: A Passion for Anonymity. I mean, if you
are eager for anonymity, you don’t get a
foundation to pay for the publication of a
two-volume story of your life, do you? As it
happened, though, if his passion had been
genuine, his book would not have thwarted it.
While I was editing volume two, the sales
figures for volume one were so low that the
press remaindered it (put it out of print), even
while it honored the author with a lunch to
which I, along with several other employees,
was invited. There, I shook the hand that had
shaken the hand of Frankl in Delano
Roosevelt. (Does anybody want to shake
my hand?)

Unlike Miss Spenlove, I did not intimi-
date this author. As we were introduced I
looked at a blank face. This man who pro-
fessed a desire for anonymity for himself

easily conferred that condition on me. If he
heard my title—copyeditor—he didn’t un-
derstand it, and if anyone had tried to tell him
what a copyeditor does, he would have un-
derstood still less. What need was there for
anything or anybody to come between his
words and the linotype machine?

To be fair to Mr. Brownlow, he was not
alone. Many authors and 98 percent of the
world outside publishing see no need for
copyeditors. Indeed, a goodly percentage of
the world inside publishing thinks them
superfluous. We should take this as a
compliment. When we do our job right, we
are overlooked. When errors get into the
Observer, I sometimes get phone calls from
readers, whereas no reader has ever called to
tell me that the latest issue contains 8000
correctly spelled words, 280 grammatically
acceptable sentences, and as many true facts.
A successful copyeditor is an anonymous
copyeditor.

When the Observer moved into the Yel-
low House 10 years ago, I learned that editors
are not the only workers who succeed anony-
mously. All of us in the Office of Communi-
cations work very hard making things hap-
pen that appear to be spontaneous. Early on,
I heard a College administrator remark that a
television station in Los Angeles wanted to
interview him. I repeated his remark to John
Harvith, then director of News Services, who
responded with an account of the letters he
had written and the telephone calls he had
made to cause the television station to “want”
to interview the administrator. Those of you
who know John will understand that he had
no passion for the anonymity that adminis-

At her retirement party former Observer editor Carol Ganzel (right) heard her daughter
Rebecca Ganzel Thompson (left) relate her own stint as the paper’s editor.

trator bestowed on him—no positive pas-
sion, anyway.

And, come to that, neither have I. I know
that anonymity is concomitant with a big part
of my job, but that doesn’t keep me from
delighting in recognition. That’s why I’m
grateful to Linda Grashoff for suggesting

this party and organizing it, and to all of you
for coming. Thank you.

This semester Carol Ganzel is in London,
where her husband, Professor of English
Dewey Ganzel, is teaching in the Danenberg
Oberlin-in-London Program.

By Rebecca Ganzel Thompson

In 1985, long before anyone had ever heard
of Take Your Daughter to Work Day, my
mother took me to work. And left me there.
For months.

I was 25, three years and counting into an
assistant editorship at a city magazine in
Minneapolis, just coming to the realization
that the three editors ahead of me were going
to have to die before I advanced any farther in
that organization. I sort of liked my col-
leagues—later on, I married one of them—so
the option pursued by the hero of my father’s
favorite movie, Kind Hearts and Coronets,
didn’t appeal to me. That’s where the guy
who’s something like 13th in line for a duke-
dom dispatches all the relatives in his way,
all of whom look remarkably like Alec
Guinness. I was thus in the market for a
nonviolent way to advance my career when
my mother, Carol Ganzel, decided to take a
year’s leave of absence from the Observer;
she, not unnaturally, wanted to accompany
my father to London for the year.

“I’m going to apply for your job,” I told
Mom casually that spring.

Her response should have told me what I
was getting into. “Why?”

As it happened, not a whole lot of people
wanted to suspend real life to move to north-
eastern Ohio for a year; my three years’
writing articles like “How to Complain Ef-
fectively” and “The Adventures of Sure-Lock
Homes” (the latter about ways to outwit bur-
glars) had given me more experience than
anyone else who applied. Furthermore, since
Fred Starr’s wife had been recently ensconced
on the faculty, my parents’ colleagues—you
guys—were all a little nervous about making
jokes about nepotism. I mean, you went ahead

and made them—just not too loudly. I felt
like I was coming home. Actually, I was,
since an unadvertised part of the deal was
house-sitting this four-bedroom brick place
on Elm Street.

What, exactly, did I do that year? Frankly,
it’s all a blur. I remember that I stayed at the
office all night at least twice a month, and
that I had the first migraine headaches of my
life. This was almost entirely my own fault.
It was the Dark Ages of publishing, when
what you gave to the printer was an actual
sheet of paper with actual type that some-
body had keyboarded and somebody else had
pasted up. Mom’s practice had been to give a
full-size dummy to the paste-up person in the
print shop. Innovation is my middle name. I
had this brilliant idea, born of the fact that my
first-ever paid job, in high school, was past-
ing up the Oberlin News-Tribune: why not
skip the dummy and do the paste-up myself?
Jim in the print shop agreed with alacrity.
Too much alacrity. I learned that he who tries
to skip the dummy becomes the dummy.
Hence the all-nighters hunched over the light
table, the agony when the X-acto knife slipped
at 11 P.M. and sliced off the end of my sen-
tence. Thank goodness I came to my senses
before volunteering to run the Compugraphic
typesetting machine too.

I had a sort of hotheaded idea that I was
supposed to report the news, so that year I
had a few run-ins with the administration on
a few issues, from which I emerged with a
new respect for my mother’s natural diplo-
macy. (Unfortunately for tact in journalism,
I seem to take after the other side of the
family.) I even tried, with some success, to
join my mother’s 6 to 7 A.M. swim crowd,

although, unlike Mom, not when I’d gone to
bed after 2. When I say “with some success,”
what I mean is that I generally got there by
6:55, and that 5-minute swim, at that hour,
made me feel just as virtuous as Mom’s 40
laps. I swam really fast, too.

That year, I also made some of the best
friends, and some of the worst enemies, I’ve
ever made in my life. I’m happy to say that
only the friends remain here—see, virtue
does triumph—and you know who you are.
Some of you I’d known previously only as
the parents of my high-school classmates, or
my mother’s or father’s colleagues; now you
were my colleagues, and my friends. I learned
how, in an organization like Oberlin—in any
organization—your friends can really help
you out, can become the reason you stand
your ground under fire, win or lose. I learned
that because my mother was so good at her
job, people respected the Observer, her cre-
ation, as much as they did her—and, even
though I wasn’t her, and I made about a
million mistakes not being her, they helped
me out for the Observer’s sake.

People like you made me, and make me,
doubly grateful that I got the chance few
people get, that of knowing your mother’s
work inside and out. And that chance leaves
me in awe, absolutely in awe, of the remark-
able woman who is my mother, and whom we
all honor today. Happy Mother’s Day.

Rebecca Ganzel Thompson is a freelance
writer and editor who lives with her husband,
Micheal, and 5-year-old daughter, Caroline,
in Saint Paul, where she is completing a
master’s degree in English at the University
of Minnesota.

An Editor’s Daughter Remembers
Walking in Her Mother’s Shoes
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