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Admissions Stats Are In,
and the News Is Good
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“Some people burst out laughing when they heard I was acting director of the computing
center,” Kornblith says. He may change their guffaws to smiles of appreciation as he works
to improve the user friendliness of the center. Meanwhile, he says, “I’m working from the
Bill Moffett model: you have to be theatrical to catch people’s attention.” Kornblith wears
many hats in his new job.

Gary Kornblith Takes a Spin
as Acting Director of Computing

The Collective Talent in
Arts and Sciences College
Reconfigures Itself

By Debra Chermonte

One of the wonderful things that happens when
a college community gains new members is
that the collective talent changes, bringing po-
tential to revitalize the campus. I think the
Oberlin faculty and staff as well as the larger
Oberlin community will enjoy discovering how
our new students make their talents known here.

Many members of the College of Arts and
Sciences Class of 1999 made significant con-
tributions to their home communities before
coming to Oberlin. A student from Virginia set
up an internship at a local elementary school to
work with autistic students. The same student
tutored a teenage mother so she could com-
plete her GED and make a better life for
herself and her child.

A student from Ohio is an accomplished
linguistics buff. He studied Japanese indepen-
dently and then created his own language for a
research project.

A student from New York was not only a
peer leader in her school, but a founding mem-
ber of a program called SAVE (Students Against
Violence Everywhere), editor of the yearbook,
and a participant in the Adopt-a-Grandparent
program. She was also involved in her school’s
Mock Trial Team and was hired as a summer
intern by a Wall Street law firm.

Many of our first-year students have won
science awards at local, state, and national
levels. A student from Massachusetts won the
local science fair every year in high school and
then took top prize in the state science fair by
discovering an innovative way to test for atten-
tion-deficit disorder.

Other members of the arts and sciences
class have distinguished themselves as ath-
letes, musicians, and leaders of a wide variety
of organizations. Eighty students are athletes
recruited for Oberlin’s teams. (Soccer appears
to be the most popular sport for this class, with
85 students having played in the sport in high
school.) Forty-three percent (363) of the class
have performed with a high-school orchestra,
band, or choir. Seventy-three students were
editors of their literary magazine or newspaper,

Conservatory Chooses
from Largest Applicant
Pool Ever

By Michael Manderen ’75

The 160 new students entering the conserva-
tory this fall were selected from the largest pool
of applicants in Oberlin’s history. Judging by
the audition ratings made by our conservatory
faculty, as well as by our new students’ success
in gaining admission to virtually every other
highly selective conservatory and school of
music in the country, this class is outstanding
by any measure. Not only is the quality of this
group very high, but it is well distributed by
instrument, major, and program.

We accepted 35 percent of the 1020 conserva-
tory applicants (last year’s admission rate was
virtually the same), and enrolled 45 percent of the
students we admitted (last year’s yield was 49
percent). Of the 160 entering the conservatory this
fall, 125 students are first-year, degree candi-
dates. The group also includes 16 transfer stu-
dents from other institutions, six performance-
diploma students, nine artist-diploma students,
two visiting students, and two graduate students
in the Historical Performance Program.

Our faculty gave 91 (57 percent) of the
entering students superior-level (4+ to 5+) com-
posite entrance-audition ratings. Last year the
figure was 79 (49 percent); in 1993, it was 50
(36 percent). Thirty-six are double-degree stu-
dents also enrolled in the College of Arts and
Sciences. Last year’s number was 42; the num-
ber the year before was 44.

Our new students come from all over the
United States, with the largest shares from
Ohio, California, Maryland, Massachusetts,
New York, and Pennsylvania. The entering
group includes 26 Asian or Asian Americans,
nine African Americans, and six Latinos, and is
among the most international of any entering
class. Our 30 new international students have
homes in Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, China, Ec-
uador, France, Greece, Hong Kong, India, Ja-
pan, Korea, the Philippines, and Russia.

Our attractiveness to the students we admit
continues to be strong in relation to our major
competitors. In fact, we have improved on our
performance relative to almost all of our com-
petitors, including Eastman, with whom we

High Schools Represented by
Four or More First-Year Students

Interlochen Arts Academy................................................Interlochen, Mich.........11

Northfield-Mt. Herman.................................................Northfield, Mass...........7

Hunter College High School..........................................New York, N.Y.............6

New Trier Township High School................................Winnetka, Ill.................5

St. Ann’s School...........................................................Brooklyn, N.Y..............5

William Penn Charter School..........................................Philadelphia, Pa.............5

The Northwest School...................................................Seattle, Wash................5

San Francisco University H. S.......................................San Francisco, Calif......4

Sidwell Friends School...................................................Washington, D.C...........4

Brookline High School..................................................Brookline, Mass............4

Phillips Exeter Academy...............................................Exeter, N.H...................4

Stuyvesant High School.................................................New York, N.Y.............4
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By Linda K. Grashoff

“Want to know why I have a picture of Abraham
Lincoln in my office?” asks Gary Kornblith. “It’s
because no one thought Lincoln would be able to
do the job either.”

The mock derision in Kornblith’s statement
may be unwarranted, but few would argue that it
is normal for an associate professor of history to
take administrative leave in order to head a com-
puting center for a year, or even a semester.

The Houck Computing Center was left with-
out a director at the end of the last school year when
Professor of Physics Joseph Palmieri, who had di-
rected the computing center since 1986, returned to
the physics department, where he had taught from
1961 until moving to the bottom floor of Mudd.

Kornblith became acting director in late July
shortly after conservatory dean Karen Wolff,
chair of the search committee for the computing
director, telephoned to “plant an idea” in his
brain, Kornblith says. When the search for a
permanent director fizzled out, Kornblith—who
had been a member of the search committee—
seemed to Wolff and others a natural, if uncon-
ventional, choice to hold things together until a
permanent director could be ensconced. He knew
what the College was looking for in the position
and, having interviewed all the candidates, was
practiced in articulating those needs.

Still, the request to take over the directorship
hit Kornblith a bit unawares.

“But I’m not a techie,” was one of his first
responses, he says. He also reminded Wolff and
others that he had no experience administering
large budgets. But when Wolff and President
Nancy Dye replied that—as he well knew—the
value of a director would also lie in understanding
how the College works and being able to further
College goals, Kornblith had to concede a partial,
and important, match to the job qualifications.

“I asked [director of administrative comput-
ing services] Mike Dieckmann to be acting asso-
ciate director [of computing] right away,” says

Kornblith, indicating his eager dependence on the
center’s technical experts. “They’ve been quite
encouraging and willing to put up with my clum-
siness with things technical,” he says.

Kornblith’s empathy with his staff is apparent
in side comments as he talks about the center and
the enormous expectations the campus has of it.
“When computers are networked, you have more
problems. They’re not as reliable as the telephone.”

Kornblith says one of his immediate goals is to
“boost the spirit” of the center staff, and to begin
that process in mid-August he threw a party in his
backyard for members of the center staff and their
families. Did it work?

“It worked for me!” says Roberta Russell,
academic computing associate. “I had a good
time. It was a nice way to get together and meet
everybody.” Russell describes the staff as “all
very frantic” now, and finds Kornblith’s style
comfortable. “So far he’s very approachable and
low key—doing his best to put out fires. I think
more and more the director is going to be the nerve
center of the College. He has a tough job.” Asked
whether Kornblith’s lack of technical expertise
makes that job even tougher, Russell says no. “I
don’t think that matters. I think what we need is a
very good manager. It’s not necessary for that
person to have technical skill; the staff has the
technical skill.”

“It was nice for Gary to set this tone at the
start,” says Dieckmann about the party. But “what’s
instructive,” he says, “is Gary’s coming right in [to
the center] from the faculty. He’s up on faculty
needs and interests. It’s good to have that knowl-
edge right inside the house.” The center is facing
different issues from those it faced when Joe
Palmieri joined it—also straight from the faculty,
says Dieckmann. “Back then the big issues were
budgetary and technological; now the big issue is
relations with constituencies.”

Art Ripley, computer systems engineer, had to
miss the party, but says he thinks “people seem to
be a little more relaxed with each other” now. In a
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News Notes
(Greenwood, 1995). Also in April he spoke on a
panel in conjunction with a World War II exhibit
at the Canton (Ohio) Museum of Art. In June he
gave a paper, “From Hostility to Friendship and
Back Again: Stalin and the Soviet Peoples in
American Media,” at the Sixth Symposium on
World War II of the US/Great Britain/Confedera-
tion of Independent States (former USSR) at the
Roosevelt Study Center in Middelburg, The Neth-
erlands. Koppes recently published entries in
I.C.B. Dear, ed., The Oxford Companion to the
History of World War II (Oxford University Press,
1995). “This has been a fascinating year for the
study of World War II,” says Koppes, “particu-
larly with the controversies over the Enola Gay
exhibit at the Smithsonian and the question of
Japan’s apology. But all in all, I’m glad the
commemoration of the war is coming to an end.”
• In June Daune Mahy, professor of singing, took
28 Oberlin students and eight students from other
colleges and universities to Urbania, Italy, to
participate in the Oberlin in Italy program. Mahy
and Professor of Singing Gerald Crawford  es-
tablished the program in 1988, and each year since
then at least one of the two has spent the summer
with the program. The students study the Italian
language and take other classes in Italian culture
and history. Singers in the group receive weekly
private lessons with an Italian coach. Urbania is a
town of about 5000 residents some 40 kilometers
from Pesaro, the birthplace of Rossini and home
to the annual Rossini festival. • James W. Morris,
professor of religion, was the keynote speaker at

Two works by Kristine H. Burns, visiting assis-
tant professor of computer and electronic music
had their premieres this spring. “ Bitter Lemons,”
commissioned for Festival 25: New Music, pre-
miered March 25 at Ball State University, and
“ After Hearing a Waltz by Bartók” premiered
April 30 at the Ninth International Congress of
Women in Music, in Vienna. • In early summer
Gerald Crawford , professor of singing and di-
rector, Division of Vocal Studies, was bass soloist
with the Bel Canto Chorus and Orchestra of
Milwaukee during a two-week tour of Spain. The
concerts, titled The Last Year of Mozart and
Broadway Spectacular, were in Cuenca, Madrid,
Valladolid, Siguenza, and Palma. • On August 26,
the 75th anniversary of the ratification of the 19th
Amendment—which granted women the right to
vote—and in recognition of Women’s Equality
Day, the Elyria YWCA acknowledged President
Nancy Dye “for her excellence personifying the
spirit and courage of women pioneers in the
movement.” • Vice President for Admissions and
Financial Aid Tom Hayden was recently ap-
pointed to the Admissions and Financial Aid
Committee of the Ohio Federation of Indepen-
dent Colleges. The committee has designed one
video on the college-selection process and a sec-
ond on the financial-aid system. Using the videos,
Hayden will be leading one of several teams of
college-admissions and financial-aid officers as
they make presentations to Ohio corporation-
employee groups and civic organizations about
the benefits and affordability of Ohio’s 33 small
private colleges. • Herbert Henke ’53, professor
of eurhythmics, was one of 14 Americans attend-
ing the 31st International Eurhythmics Congress
in Geneva July 24-August 3. The congress at-
tracted 200 persons from 24 countries. Henke
presented sessions in solfège, conducting, and
choral singing. • At the 1995 Annual Meetings of
the American Political Science Association, held
August 31-September 3, Professor of Politics
Ronald Kahn was elected to a two-year term on
the association’s Executive Committee of the
Organized Section on Law and Courts. The sec-
tion comprises 850 political scientists who spe-
cialize in the study of law and legal institutions.
During the meetings Kahn organized and partici-
pated in a roundtable on social facts, constitu-
tional theory, and the rights of subordinated groups.
• In April Professor of History Clayton Koppes
read a paper, “Women, Workers, and African-
Americans in World War II Movies: Hollywood
and the Politics of Representation” at the Organi-
zation of American Historians annual meeting in
Washington, D.C. The paper was published in
Kenneth Paul O’Brien and Lynn Parsons, The
Home Front War: America in World War II

Con Students . . .
Continued from page 1

share 28 percent of our admitted applicants.
This year’s survey shows that in competing
with 12 institutions for 23 or more of our
admitted applicants, we have equaled or out-
drawn nine schools. In order of descending
frequency of overlap the competitor schools
are Eastman School of Music, Peabody Insti-
tute, the Cleveland Institute of Music, Indiana
University, New England Conservatory, the
University of Michigan, Northwestern Univer-
sity, Manhattan School of Music, and the Cin-
cinnati College Conservatory of Music. The

three institutions in the top overlap group
outdrawing Oberlin this year were Juilliard,
Yale, and Curtis.

The 1995-96 conservatory admissions year
is already well under way. At the moment we
have more than 8000 prospects whom we are
cultivating in a variety of ways. We have planned
six audition weekends between November and
early March for the next school year. And we
plan to make video and audio tapes of auditions
for later faculty review at 22 regional-audition
sites across the United States and the Far East
during January and February.

Michael Manderen is director of admissions
for the Conservatory of Music.

States Sending 10 or More
First-Year Students

in 1995

the Twelfth International Symposium of the
Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi Society, held this year at
Chisholme, Scotland, August 17-20, on the theme
of “The Way in ‘Ibn Arabi.” Ibn ‘Arabi, an
Andalusian writer and Sufi who lived in the 13th
century, was the most influential mystical phi-
losopher and religious thinker in the Islamic tradi-
tion, says Morris; the themes of his writing, focus-
ing on spiritual practice, tolerance, and the unity
of the prophetic religions, continue to attract
worldwide interest. The title of Morris’s address
was “His Way, Our Ways: Finding One’s Way
Through the Meccan Illuminations.” Morris also
conducted a workshop on the use of films in
spiritual teaching. The following week he met
with other members of the Editorial Board of the
Ibn ‘Arabi Publications program (editions and
translations) being established with Oxford Uni-
versity Press, and spoke informally at the Oriental
Institute and the Centre for Hebrew and Judaic
Studies. He was then in Paris—as one of four
members of the official Organizing Committee—
helping with last-minute preparations for an inter-
national symposium held at the Sorbonne Sep-
tember 7-10 titled Spirituality: Plurality and Unity.
The symposium, which brought together well-
known international participants in the areas of
ethics and law, science, music, art, and religious
studies, is cosponsored by UNESCO, the French
Ministry of Culture and Francophonie, and the
Academy of Paris. • Joseph Romano, slide cura-
tor in the Department of Art, has created a
World Wide Web (WWW) presence for the

Visual Resources Association (VRA), of
which he is president-elect. The URL is http:/
/www.vra.oberlin.edu. The VRA furthers re-
search and education in the field of visual
resources and promotes a spirit of coopera-
tion among members of the profession.
Romano also established and maintains the
WWW home page for the art department
(from Oberlin Online, http://www.oberlin.edu,
click on College of Arts and Sciences, then on
Departments and Majors, then Art). • Four articles
by Associate Professor of Music Theory William
Rothstein are being published this summer and
fall. The Tristan Chord in Historical Perspective:
A Response to John Rothgeb” appeared in Music
Theory Online, the online journal of the Society
for Music Theory (SMT). “The Performer as
Actor” appears in the volume The Practice of
Performance: Studies in Musical Interpretation,
edited by John Rink (Cambridge University Press,
1995). “Ambiguity in the Themes of Chopin’s
First, Second, and Fourth Ballades” is in the
journal Intégral, published by the Eastman School
of Music. And “Beethoven With and Without
Kunstgepräng’: Metrical Ambiguity Reconsid-
ered” appears in Beethoven Forum, Vol. 4 (Uni-
versity of Nebraska Press, 1995). Rothstein is
delivering two papers to a joint meeting of the
American Musicological Society and the Society
for Music Theory in New York City in November.
He will deliver “Structure and Meaning in Bee-
thoven’s Op. 101" to a joint session of the two
societies. His “Durational Reduction: A Personal
History” will form part of an SMT special session
on Schenkerian approaches to the analysis of
musical rhythm. This year Rothstein is complet-
ing a three-year term on the Executive Board of
SMT. • Professor of Art Richard Spear has won
a residency for May, when he will be on sabbati-
cal, at the Rockefeller Foundation’s Villa
Serbelloni, in Bellagio, Italy. At Bellagio Spear
plans to complete a book, “The Divine Guido,”
about the most famous painter of the Italian Ba-
roque, Guido Reni. The book will be a series of
linked, cultural essays that explore Reni’s life and
art from a variety of perspectives grounded in
analysis of 17th-century Italian societal values.
The study includes discussion of the artist’s un-
usual personality (he was deeply pious, says Spear,
neurotically misogynist, a habitual gambler, and
reportedly a virgin) and its relationship to his
career; early 17th-century religion, especially
Catholic dogma regarding Mary and women; and
the artist’s pricing strategies (Spear says he was
the best-paid artist of his time). Frederick B. Artz
Professor of History Marcia Colish recently re-
turned from a residency at the same villa, where
she also worked on a book manuscript (see the
August 31 Observer). • In August Professor of
Classics Thomas Van Nortwick served on a
panel of six scholars who ranked fellowship pro-
posals for NEH research fellowships for college
teachers and independent scholars. He was cho-
sen for his expertise in ancient epic poetry.

Computing . . .
Continued from page 1

not-quite-non sequitur he adds, “I enjoy my work.”
“I wouldn’t say that the party itself boosted

spirits,” says Linda Iroff, director of microcom-
puter services. But, she says, “It’s good to have an
opportunity to get together away from the work
atmosphere, especially because we’ve all been
under a lot of stress on the job. I would say we’re
cautiously optimistic that things will improve.”
Iroff calls the new focus—with its attention to
how the center and its staff are viewed by others
and empahsis on “letting people know what we
do”—“very different.”

Not Exactly Not a Techie
The story of how Gary Kornblith became acting
director of computing would not be complete
without mention of how he has used computers to
teach history. At ease on both Macintosh and
IBM-clone machines, he has for the past two
years taught a weekly computer lab as part of his
course on the Industrial Revolution in America.
He also pioneered the development of the history
department’s web site on Oberlin Online. By his
account, however, he is not nearly as knowledge-
able about computing as his three sons, who, he
says, are the driving force behind his excitement
about the educational possibilities of the new
technologies.

Warming Up the Computer Interface
Kornblith sees as his main goal improving the
flow of information between the computing cen-
ter and the rest of the institution—making the
computing center more user friendly. To do this,
he says, requires relying heavily and willingly on
the help of his staff. It also requires everyone’s
accepting the fact that (his words) “Computers are
not just for techies anymore.”

He will help the College develop a long-range
strategy for computer planning, and has already
introduced a new process for College of Arts and
Sciences faculty to acquire computers. (The con-

servatory has had a coordinated acquisition and
liaison process through Assistant Dean of the Con-
servatory of Music John Jacobson for three years.)

He applies his guideline for decision making
to computer purchases: “If we all accept that we
have an institutional responsibility, we look across
the board when making decisions, such as what
computers to buy.”

Most of Kornblith’s day, however, is spent not
in planning but in dealing with immediate and
often urgent problems. In setting priorities for
action Kornblith says it’s necessary to distinguish
between problems with long-term implications
and those that are just temporary glitches. Kornblith
doesn’t expect his tasks to be easy to achieve.
“You have to keep a sense of humor,” he says.
“Know you will get complaints, and try to see
things from many perspectives. “My best back-
ground for this job is being father of twins. It’s not
that the spouse isn’t doing enough, but that there
is too much to do.”

Addressing the too-much-to-do aspect of his
job—and increasing user friendliness at the same
time—Kornblith is instituting a liaison arrange-
ment for the College of Arts and Sciences that,
like the existing set-up in the conservatory, will
promote faculty helping faculty with computer
problems and needs. In a recent memo to depart-
ment chairs and program directors he explained
the rationale for the arrangement. “I believe the
Center’s staff would benefit from a better sense of
faculty interests and concerns while faculty would
benefit from a fuller knowledge of both the poten-
tial and limits of our networked computing envi-
ronment.”

A while back Kornblith tried to convey to
candidates for the computing directorship three
messages about Oberlin’s current culture: How
energetic the various parts of Oberlin are, how
fragmented the community has been lately, and
how great the more recent change has been toward
collaboration, building bridges in the community,
and translating from one constituency to another.
Now he is heeding these messages, and says he
looks forward to “[letting] the center enjoy the
benefits of a more positive, generous atmosphere.”

New York                                   116
Ohio                                             66
California                                     62
Pennsylvania                                55
Massachusetts                               52
Maryland                                      43
New Jersey                                   42
Washington                                   38
Illinois                                           32
Michigan                                      24
Virginia                                         24
Connecticut                                  19
New Hampshire                            17
Georgia                                         16
Florida                                          14
Texas                                            14
Oregon                                          13
Kentucky           11
Minnesota            11
North Carolina                          11
Arizona                          10
Maine            10
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Popular Media Pick 4 Oberlin Professors;
Morris, Van Nortwick, and the Vamoses
Head for the Limelight
The regional magazine Northern Ohio Live has
chosen Thomas Van Nortwick, professor of
classics, and Almita and Roland Vamos, pro-
fessor of violin and professor of viola/violin,
respectively, as finalists in its Annual Achieve-
ment Awards. The awards will be given at a
black-tie dinner at the Palace Theater in Cleve-
land September 18. Radio station WCLV will
carry the celebration live.

“The ceremony will be like the Emmys, I
guess,” says Van Nortwick, who reserved his tuxedo
weeks ago. “That is, we’ll all have to be ready to
look delighted that the other people won instead.”

“I haven’t practiced my acceptance speech
yet,” says Almita Vamos, laughing. “I was sort of
surprised; I don’t know who nominated us.” Not
only will the experience be fun, she says, but “we
get free champagne and a free photograph! The
photographer seemed nice. He took a photo of us
clowning around; I hope it turns out all right.”

The Vamoses were nominated in the cat-
egory of education. Van Nortwick was nomi-
nated in the category of outreach for his work
on the Great Lakes Theater Festival production
of Euripides’s Bacchae this past winter. Win-
ners and those receiving honorable mention
will be featured in the October issue of the
magazine.

James Morris, professor of religion, was inter-
viewed this morning for later airing by ABC’s
Good Morning America. The interview, for the
religion and spirituality segment on the morning
TV program, was in conjunction with lectures
Morris will give at UNESCO symposia in Paris,
New York, and London later this month.

“I’m hoping,” says Morris, “to be able to
talk about my innovative teaching, exciting
multicultural students, use of films in courses
on spirituality, etc., at Oberlin, if the questions
give me a chance!”

Faculty Meeting
Nancy Dye Talks about Oberlin’s Mission,
Begins Introductions at  First General Faculty Meeting
President Nancy Dye began the General
Faculty’s first meeting of the academic year by
introducing new General Faculty members
Charlene Cole ’74, dean of student life; Andy
Evans, vice-president for finance; and Mary
Ella Feinleib, dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences. After speaking briefly about the dif-
ferences between the former position of pro-
vost and the new position of vice-president for
finance, Dye turned to the goals and priorities
of the College, a subject she promised to revisit
with the divisional faculties.

Starting with the pronouncement “We’re
in good shape,” Dye explained the reasons
for her statement, which included favorable
statistics on incoming students; higher stu-
dent-retention rate than expected; growth in
endowment; met goals in the annual fund and
operations; and a continued ability to attract
good faculty. But these are not times for
complacency, she said, and cited the turn of
public opinion from seeing education as a
public good to seeing it as a private good. By
disfavoring public support of education this
growing social value, among other influ-
ences, jeopardizes Oberlin’s ability to main-
tain wide student access, part of Oberlin’s
traditional mission, Dye said. As one
method to combat the danger she encour-
aged faculty to write to legislators against
proposed reductions in the Stafford and other
loan programs.

Dye’s remarks about Oberlin’s mission
came in the context of announcing a
broadbased and vigorous planning process in
which all Oberlin constituencies will work to
formulate the College’s priorities and goals,
and strategies for their achievement.

The president drew a flutter of applause
when she talked about Oberlin’s “unique
character” and said “Oberlin has not lost its
mission.” At the close of her remarks—which
included naming three characteristics of the
Oberlin mission related to student recruit-
ment: attracting students who have serious

intellectual interest, artistic ability, and so-
cial engagement—the faculty gave the presi-
dent prolonged and vigorous applause.

Professor of English Carl Peterson and
Frederick B. Artz Professor of History Mar-
cia Colish entreated faculty to identify and
work with students who could be candidates
for fellowships, and Professor of Geology
Bruce Simonson urged faculty to take a turn
greeting potential students in the Admissions
Office.

Introductions of new faculty members by
arts and sciences dean Feinleib and conserva-
tory dean Karen Wolff rounded off the meeting.

A & S Students . . .
Continued from page 1

and 283 more have worked in some capacity
with a newspaper, literary magazine, or year-
book. More than 50 percent have participated
in some form of community service.

New students in the College of Arts and
Sciences number 679 (633 first-years and 46
transfers). Twenty-five percent of those of-
fered admission accepted a place in the class.
At one point this summer we had received 721
matriculation deposits for the class of 1999.
Over the summer 18 students deferred their
admission for one or two semesters. Enroll-
ment for the entire College—including arts and
sciences, conservatory, and double-degree stu-

dents—exceeds the institution’s enrollment
target by 10 students, showing this to be an-
other successful year in Oberlin’s admissions.

Faculty and staff who have begun their
work with members of the new class have
probably discovered that this class has the
academic talent and strong high-school prepa-
ration to meet the challenges at Oberlin. The
mean grade-point average of the new class is
3.43 on a 4.0 scale, and aggregate SAT (now
called the SAT 1: Reasoning Test) scores are
relatively the same as a year ago.

The incoming class lives up to Oberlin’s
tradition of diversity and difference. The Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences group comprises
residents from 45 states, with New York (105),
Ohio (57), California (52), Pennsylvania (49),
and Massachusetts (42) topping the list for

World War II . . .
Continued from page 4

tion for American intervention I have ever read.
Here is the heart of it:

“It is unimaginable that, with an Axis vic-
tory, it will be possible to maintain a liberal
government in the United States. Where then
will be our freedom of speech, our American
labor movement, and the social gains of the
New Deal? In a United States defeated or even
seriously menaced by the totalitarian powers
that spit on our liberties and are greedy for our
wealth, our right to control our own lives will be
swept away, and the hell that now engulfs
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Norway, Belgium,
Holland, France, and China will engulf us. . . .
.  We are threatened with the success of a revolt
against the great values of western civilization,
a revolt against the ideals of justice of the
Jewish prophets, against the liberating spirit of
Greece, against the Roman respect for law,
against the charity of the Christian church,
against the belief in reason and the humanitari-
anism of the 18th-century Enlightenment, and,
finally, against the liberal democracy of
Mazzini, Gladstone, and Lincoln. Totalitarian-
ism wars to the death on all individuals and
groups that maintain any loyalty to these ideals.
. . .  The lights of civilization are going out. If
they are to be relighted, the Americans and
English will relight them. No-one else.”

Revisionists tend to shy away from con-
cepts like “totalitarianism” and “the lights of
civilization” as too value laden and hyperbolic.
Such terms tend to diminish the urgency in their
indictment of the war. So the rivalry between
memory and judgment in the war’s historiogra-
phy rolls on.

A final note: Artz in his angry eloquence left
out the Russians. I’ve also left them out. We
could not have won the war without them. But
don’t get me started on the Russians.

Geoffrey Blodgett is Danforth Professor of His-
tory. This piece is condensed from the keynote
address he gave August 17 to the special re-
union of the Classes of 1939 to 1949, Reflec-
tions on the ’40s: Impact of the War Years.

most enrollees. Twenty-three international stu-
dents have traveled from 13 countries to begin
their studies in the A & S college, and 26
students come from families where at least one
parent is a graduate of the College. Twenty-
three percent of the entering class are stu-
dents of color: 32 Latinos, 62 African Ameri-
cans, and 64 Asian Americans. Adding stu-
dents of color in the Conservatory of Music the
figures become 36 Latinos, 72 African Ameri-
cans, and 75 Asian Americans. The number of
enrolling Latino students in the aggregate is
record breaking.

More statistics about our new students ap-
pear in the charts on this and preceding pages.

Debra Chermonte is director of admissions for
the College of Arts and Sciences.

Incoming Students’ Fields of Study
in September 1994 and September 1995

Field               1994   1995

College of Arts & Sciences

Anthropology 18 15

Archeology   8   5

Architecture   2   -

Studio Art/Art History 21 27

Astronomy   3   2

Biology 83 73

Biopsychology   1   3

Black Studies   4   1

Business   3   2

Chemistry (includes Biochemistry)

29 24

East Asian Studies   6   6

Classics   6   5

Communications   1   3

Comparative Literature   3   7

Computer Science 16   8

Creative Writing 45 40

Economics 10 13

Education   1   -

Engineering   1   6

English              129        116

Environmental Studies 24 27

French   6   8

Geology   2   1

German   3   1

Government 17 27

History 40 34

Humanities/Liberal Arts   9   9

International Relations   4   6

Judaic/Near Eastern Studies 1   1

Languages   3   3

Latin American Studies   -   2

Law and Society   7   7

Mathematics 23 22

Music 11 13

Natural Sciences 11   6

Neuroscience   5   9

Philosophy 24 22

Physics   9 22

Pre-Med 10 12

Pre-Vet   2   -

Psychology 55 43

Religion   1   5

Russian   3   3

Social Sciences   5   4

Sociology 19 12

Spanish   6   7

Theater/Dance 14 26

Third World Studies   1   2

Urban Studies   -   1

Women’s Studies   5   6

Undecided 38 54

Conservatory Of Music

Baroque Cello   -   2

Baroque Violin   2   1

Bassoon   4   1

Cello   6   9

Clarinet   5   6

Classical Guitar   6   -

Composition   5 19

Double Bass   4   6

Flute 11   3

French Horn   1   1

Harp   4   2

Harpsichord   -   2

Jazz Bass   1   -

Jazz Composition   -   2

Jazz Guitar   3   1

Jazz Percussion   -   2

Jazz Piano   -   1

Jazz Sax   -   2

Jazz Trombone   1   1

Jazz Trumpet   1   3

Music Education 12   4

Oboe   3   8

Organ   5   5

Percussion   4   2

Piano 24 26

Recorder   1   1

Saxophone   3   1

TIMARA   7   9

Trombone   3   4

Trumpet   4   5

Tuba   2   -

Viola   8   7

Viola da gamba   -   2

Violin 15 23

Voice 29 27

Field               1994   1995
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World War II in Retrospect: History and Memory
the millions was not greeted with wild applause.
Resentments against “housewives” leaving home
to compete for wages lingered long after the
depression years. Wage discrimination against
Rosie the Riveter was compounded by the stigma
she suffered for neglecting her home, marriage,
and children to join the assembly line. Industrial
unions worked hard to make sure that Rosie went
home as soon as “the boys were back.” Many of
the 350,000 women who joined the armed forces
felt a similar chill. Imagine the response of their
male counterparts to WAC recruiting posters that
read: “Release a man for combat.”

SEXUAL ORIENTATION: The harsh pun-
ishment applied by the military to gay draftees
involved confinement in military stockades, de-
meaning treatment by military police, trials with-

out defense counsel, so-
called blue discharges, and
trips home disgraced. The
treatment of gays invites
comparison to that given
conscientious objectors. It
was more harsh because ho-
mosexuality was judged in-
defensible, meriting no
chance for alternative ser-
vice.

CLASS: Of all the groups
noted so far, blue-collar
Americans were hit by the
war most unfairly. The com-
bat units that did the actual
fighting of the war—espe-
cially the infantry units that
packed the landing craft, hit
the beaches, crossed the kill-
ing fields, dug the foxholes,
and suffered the overwhelm-
ing percentage of casual-
ties—were thick with men
from low-income families
with no social influence, no
deferments, not much edu-
cation for starters, and no

clear promise for specialized training. To para-
phrase FDR, they were the Forgotten Men of
WWII, the cannon fodder of American industrial
society. The draft pulled them from the lowest
tiers of the class structure, and once drafted they
remained a segregated class apart for the duration.
They made up most of the 27 percent of Ameri-
cans in uniform who ever saw combat, in a total
armed force where up to 70 percent held auxiliary
service jobs—a huge bureaucratic appendage
larger than that of any other nation. And once you
were tagged for combat it was hard to transfer up
and out; rotations out of combat zones were hard
to come by; if you were wounded you went into a
common pool from which, on recovery, you re-
turned to combat in whatever unit currently needed
live bodies. These were the tough rules that meant
you were unlikely to survive more than a year or
so of combat without death or injury, however
battle-hardened you might become.

Actually, the whole concept of “battle-hard-
ened” has met with growing skepticism. Among
combat veterans the casualty rate included a big
percentage of psychiatric cases—30 percent on
average, higher in zones of intense combat like
Italy and Okinawa—men suffering from what in
Viet Nam was called posttraumatic stress-disor-
der syndrome and in WWII was called simply
combat fatigue.

Third Count: Moral Outcome of Technology
The third count in the revisionist indictment of
WWII defines it as a moral, psychological, and
environmental disaster, owing to the steady esca-
lation in the killing power of military technology
as the war proceeded. Oil and gasoline expanded
its mobility; aviation expanded its range of deliv-
ery; science expanded its explosive impact. New
technology governed the course of the war through-
out: sonar, radar, phosphorus, and napalm for
incendiary bombs and flame-throwers, proximity
fuses for artillery shells, jet propulsion, robot
rocketry. The United States was by no means out
in front in this technological race. Through most
of the war, German automatic weapons, artillery,
bazookas, and armored tanks were superior to

By Geoffrey Blodgett ’53

It is safe to say about World War II that there will
never be anything like it again—in its combina-
tion of global reach, massive violence, and stay-
ing power: six years of total war. For those who
lived through any part of it, thinking back about it
yields a clashing mix of vivid memories and retro-
spective judgments. I want to poke about in that mix.

Many of us carry around a settled impression
about the war, which is often sharply tinged by
personal memory—events as they happened to
us. With time memory is often conflated with
nostalgia, and takes on a mythic glow. This blend
of memory, nostalgia, and myth can be heady
stuff for the war’s survivors, the winners. Thus the
concept of “the Good War,” which happened
because it had to happen, a war whose conse-
quences were desired at the time and justified in
retrospect—a successful war. But “the Good
War” is vulnerable to skeptics—survivors who
do not share the nostalgia, or those who came of
age later on, and whose attitudes toward warfare
were shaped by later wars, like the Viet Nam war,
the longest failure in our military history. Out of
the growing fund of skepticism about American
war making since the 1940s come the makings of
a revisionist interpretation of WWII. The histori-
ography of WWII revisionism has marched re-
lentlessly across the second half of the 20th century.

I remember the war, sort of. Like most Ameri-
cans I followed it from a safe distance, my safety
wonderfully enhanced by my age. I was 10 when
news of Pearl Harbor arrived, and was scared by it.
At age 12 I was transfixed by D-Day. Hiroshima
at age 13 left me super-curious but elated. I suspect
that most folks of my vintage or older carry a
rather more complex and realistic kit of memo-
ries. But most of us probably still believe WWII
was after all on balance a Good War—a war in
which our enemies were well worth defeating,
because their victory would have severely cramped
and darkened the future we wanted to live in.

Now how do people with attitudes like that
cope with revisionists? Three counts loom big in
the revisionist indictment. First, wartime leader-
ship was flawed on all sides. Next, the war was
profoundly unfair to those who had to participate
in it. Finally, its escalating technology made it a
moral, psychological, and environmental disaster
of global scope.

First Count: Wartime Leadership
The first count focuses on Franklin Roosevelt, the
most agile and opportunistic of America’s great
presidents. It was pounded home early on by
historian Charles Beard, who grounded his judg-
ments in a liberal isolationist version of Fortress
America, and said in effect: stay out of this war;
don’t touch it with a long stick. Our continental
resources, if properly organized, will make us
invulnerable to threats from either Nazi Germany
or Imperial Japan. Beard and his disciples went on
to charge that in the late 1930s FDR abandoned
the liberal goals of the New Deal, and to obscure
his domestic failures swung around to launch a
noisy project in overseas intervention. And after
the war in Europe got under way in 1939, FDR
followed with the Destroyer Deal, Lend-Lease,
and concerted efforts to wage an undeclared naval
war against Germany in the North Atlantic. The
incident he needed in order to formalize Ameri-
can belligerence never came. So he set about to
create what revisionists called a “back door to
war.” Pearl Harbor was the back door. Whether
FDR purposely left the door open, inviting the
Japanese surprise attack without adequate warn-
ing to the American fleet at Pearl, provoked a debate
that sputtered on for decades till it finally gave
way to conspiracy theories of more recent vintage.

As for FDR’s wartime leadership, critics re-
gret his excessive deference to Churchill’s grand
strategy for British survival, including a long
postponement of the cross-channel invasion to
pursue the peripheral campaigns Churchill fa-
vored in North Africa and the Mediterranean, the
so-called “soft underbelly” strategy for contain-
ing Hitler. FDR’s ultimate goal of unconditional
surrender has also come in for hard second-
guessing by revisionists.

FDR has sustained even keener criticism for
the internment of Japanese Americans under con-
centration-camp conditions from 1942 to 1944,

ours, as was the Japanese Zero fighter plane.
American troops and aviators were well aware of
this as they went into combat. They soon learned
also that most combat deaths were not caused by
bullets fired by one person at another. Some 85
percent came rather from bombs, shells, and
grenades. And a large number of these came by
mistake, called friendly fire. Most combat deaths
left simply body parts.

Americans following the war through the cen-
sored media were shielded from these grisly,
hopeless realities for essentially the same reasons
we never see pictures of the victims of airplane
crashes today. The home front received what has
been called a Norman Rockwell version of the war.

U.S. civilians were the war’s only unen-
dangered belligerent population. Beginning with
the Battle of Britain, the bombing of enemy cities
was built into the fighting. By 1943 saturation
carpet bombing of civilian industrial centers was
commonplace, and firestorm terror bombings were
perfected first at Hamburg, then at Dresden, and
then, in April 1945, at Tokyo, the most destructive
air raid in history, Hiroshima not excepted.

Hiroshima. Nagasaki. Much on the mind these
past few weeks. In the recent media gloss, the
issue of the bomb was often posed as a choice:
drop it or invade? But for those in charge of
decision making in Washington—Henry Stimson,
George Marshall, and the new president Harry
Truman—the bomb was not an alternative to
invasion. The two were never posed as rival
options at any time that summer. Rather, the bomb
was regarded hopefully as one shock among
many—including the fire bombings of Japanese
cities, the airtight naval blockade of the home
islands, a Soviet declaration of war, and an inva-
sion if necessary to exterminate the Japanese
military and force unconditional surrender.

The Historian’s Job
Unlike some revisionists I do not think the
historian’s job is to solve the moral problems of
the past. What we can do every now and then is to
suggest why people of the past dealt with their
moral problems the way they did. And American
military history dating well back into the l9th
century had produced a mental set that helps to
explain why we fought WWII to its conclusion the
way we did. It goes back to the thought of leading
Union Army generals during the last year of the
Civil War, and has survived down to the Gulf
War. It is an American rationale for total war. It
calls for the annihilation of the enemy’s ability to
fight, through massive technological force to de-
stroy the enemy’s military capacity and its sup-
porting infrastructure, as swiftly and thoroughly
as possible, with minimum cost in American
lives. Ulysses Grant and William Tecumseh
Sherman applied this strategy to the Southern
Confederacy with Sherman’s March to the Sea in
1864-65. Sherman and Philip Sheridan applied it
to the Western Indian wars of the 1870s. George
Dewey applied it to Spanish forces in the Philip-
pines in 1898. The alternative strategies and tac-
tics pursued by Europeans against each other in
WWI—the grinding, horrendously costly war of
attrition on the Western Front short of total vic-
tory—appalled American military observers, who
were determined to avoid such a war if at all
possible next time ’round. When the next war
came, with FDR’s support and then Truman’s, the
American military tried as soon as possible to
wage the war of annihilation they had been
schooled in. In the end they certainly succeeded.
We remain the heirs to their success.

So: was that what the war was finally all
about—a triumph of superior brute force? Or
are there other meanings that can be said to
survive the revisionist critique? To answer this
final question, let me bring the story back to the
village of Oberlin on the eve of what seemed
like the very real prospect of a Nazi victory. On
May 18, 1940, just before Dunkirk, history
professor Freddie Artz, mentor to many of us,
met a faculty colleague on a Tappan Square
corner and discovered that the man did not
know the German army had invaded France the
week before. In his anger Artz went home and
wrote the most passionate intellectual justifica-

Continued on page 3

and for his failure to do anything about the Holo-
caust. For today’s college students these stains on
his liberal credentials are more troubling than any
other aspect of his presidency except the ongoing
segregation of African Americans. Was he in
complicity with the rampant racism and anti-
Semitism of those years? The record persuades
me that he had personally transcended these ani-
mosities, so pervasive in the seaboard elite from
which he sprang, but he understood that many of
his political supporters and underlings had not.
His toleration of black segregation, authorization
of Japanese-American internment, and inaction
on the Holocaust reflect not his personal prefer-
ences but rather a litmus sensitivity to the de-
mands of his incongruous political coalition,
which centered in the rural South and northern
cities. The actions he eventu-
ally took to mitigate ad-
ministration race policy—the
Fair Employment Practices
Commission for blacks, cre-
ation early in 1944 of a War
Refugee Board to help escap-
ing European Jews, and the
end of Japanese-American in-
ternment late in 1944—all re-
flected his calculations about
the tight boundaries of Ameri-
can popular consent to ex-
ecutive behavior in an atmo-
sphere of total war.

FDR has so far survived
his critics in better shape than
his British and Soviet coun-
terparts. Churchill’s recent
biographers have charged him
with handling Hitler less pru-
dently than Neville Cham-
berlain did. (Revisionists have
been revisiting appeasement.)
Meanwhile Stalin’s demyst-
ification got under way at least
three decades before the col-
lapse of his empire and his
statues. Measure their fate against the Roosevelt
Memorial scheduled to open next spring in Wash-
ington, tucked in between Lincoln’s and
Jefferson’s. As its design nears completion rival
interest groups, from animal rights advocates to
champions of the handicapped, scramble to vindi-
cate their cause by linking it visually to FDR’s
presidency through the Roosevelt Memorial. FDR
turns out to be, as his critics constantly grumbled
about him 60 years ago, the man for all seasons.

Second Count: Unfairness of the War
The second big count in the revisionist indictment
of the war—the unfairness of its impact on the
lives of its participants—has generated a steady
flow of monographs and journal articles on group
after social group adversely affected by wartime
priorities and rearrangements. The theme of un-
fairness has in fact made WWII a paradigm for the
whole of American history as it has been taught in
recent years. In line with current habits governing
academic America, these oppressed groups have
been organized for analysis by age, race, gender,
sexual orientation, and class. Those in each cat-
egory could claim authentic grievances.

AGE: like every other war in American history,
WWII was fought by the young for the old, though
this did not fuel anything like the concerted griev-
ances that emerged from World War I.

RACE: African Americans shared the stigma
of racial caste stamped on Japanese Americans.
They also suffered from the historic linkage in
white minds between full citizenship and the right
to bear arms, so most were shunted off into the
supply and service sections of the army while the
navy and air force struggled to prevent them from
enlisting at all. Meanwhile segregation at home
blunted the domestic gains that blacks might
otherwise have made through migration out of the
South. As for native Americans, their departure in
sudden numbers from reservations for wartime
industrial jobs has been called the most disruptive
force in 20th-century American Indian life.

GENDER: In the domestic white population,
young married women experienced the sharpest
disruptions. Their entry into defense factories by

Frederick Artz, professor of
history at Oberlin from 1925 to
1965, was a leading liberal
interventionist in Oberlin
community debates about the
coming of the World War Two.
Geoffrey Blodgett was one of
his students.

O
B

E
R

L
IN

 C
O

L
L

E
G

E
 A

R
C

H
IV

E
S

 P
H

O
T

O


