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New College Major Supports Interdisciplinary Studies
Bill Irwin, Meredith Monk, Ping Chong,
Urban Bush Women, and Robert Wilson:
these performers respect no disciplinary
boundaries in their art. They are not dancers,
nor actors, nor musicians alone but express
a combination of talents. If they graduated
from Oberlin—as Irwin ’73 did—or from
many other schools, they had to fashion their
own independent majors or temporarily fo-
cus on one of their aptitudes.

Starting this year Oberlin can encourage
more interdisciplinary performers more com-
fortably. Recognizing the interdependence
of theater and dance, as well as the impor-
tance of other fields to those disciplines, the
Theater and Dance Program has developed a
new major. Called interdisciplinary perfor-
mance, the major “is designed for the fo-
cused student who wishes,” according to the
description in the 1995-96 course catalog,
“to pursue an intensive course of study in
both the critical and experiential aspects of a
performance genre.” Cross-disciplinary work

may focus, for example, on African-Ameri-
can performance tradition, performance art,
technology in music and the related arts,
women’s studies, musical theater, video tech-
nology, or queer performance, according to
the catalog.

The interdisciplinary-performance major
leaves the responsibility for composing the
course of study to the student but provides
program-faculty support for conceptualizing
(and ultimately approving) the student’s indi-
vidual program. Loosely modeled after the
form of the Department of Art’s visual-arts
major, the interdisciplinary-performance
major requires a student to submit a proposal
for study, giving a rationale for the choice of
studies.

First to Declare
Senior Joshua Bergey is the first person to
declare an interdisciplinary-performance ma-
jor. Still negotiating with his advisor, Caroline
Jackson Smith, to build his program, what is

certain so far is that his courses will support
his concentration on playwriting. A double
major who transferred to Oberlin last year,
Bergey is also majoring in English. He will
stay at Oberlin past May graduation to com-
plete his senior project for the Theater and
Dance Program: acting in, directing, design-
ing, and producing one or two of his own
plays.

“I first wanted to be an actor,” says Bergey.
“Then I fell in love with writing.” In his
journey toward finding his playwriting
focus, and then finding it, Bergey says he has
felt “as if I’ve been trying on costumes and
now have tried on something right.”

This semester his classes include Private
Instruction in Directing, with Associate Pro-
fessor of Theater Jane Armitage; Playwriting,
with Associate Professor of English David
Walker; Stage Management, with Lecturer
in Theater and Dance Jean Davidson; Special
Topic: Contemporary Women Dramatists,
with Visiting Instructor in English Linda

Dorff; and Lighting Design, a staff-taught
theater-and-dance course.

“Joshua is a wonderful young man to be
our first major,” says Jackson Smith, citing
the strengths Bergey brings in his theater
experience and the level of interest he dem-
onstrates for playwriting.

Benefits for Faculty
In putting together its proposal for the new
major for approval by the College of Arts
and Science’s Educational Plans and Poli-
cies committee, members of the theater
and dance faculty had formal contact with
other programs and departments in the
College. Not quite incidentally, one of the
benefits of the new major may be more
continued contact between faculty mem-
bers across the campus, according to
Jackson Smith.

“Many of us [in theater and dance] are
interested in more formal contact with col-
leagues in adjacent fields.” she says.

“Our students have been after us,” says
Armitage, to be able to combine work in
theater and dance. She calls the new major “a
perfect combination for us” and “vital.”
“We’re all very excited about it,” she says.

The course-catalog description of the
major is not set in stone.

“As the first students write their pro-
posals,” says program-chair Carter
McAdams, associate professor of dance,
“we will be looking to see what needs to be
adjusted.” Although in time courses may
be added to the roster of theater and dance
offerings, McAdams says, the program has
the faculty and courses in place to go for-
ward now.

New Courses Sprinkle the Curricula
Seven departments in the College of Arts
and Sciences and one  division in the
Conservatory of Music have added new
courses to their line-ups for this fall and
coming spring. Many have an interdisci-
plinary flavor.

The Department of Economics is offer-
ing three new courses this year. Visiting
Associate Professor Debbie Mullin is teach-
ing two of them. Her History of Economic
Thought is a survey course that draws on the
literature of Adam Smith and 19th-century
economists—including Ricardo, Malthus,
Mill, Jevons, Marx, and Marshall—to inves-
tigate how the core areas of modern econom-
ics developed. Next semester Mullin will
teach U.S. Economic History, a course that
places emphasis on the use of history as a
laboratory to test economic theory; the
class will consider events that shaped U.S.
history from the colonial era through the
Great Depression.

Next semester Professor James Zinser
will teach a course he says he’s “wanted to
offer for a number of years”: Law and Eco-
nomics, an application of modern economic
analysis to the legal system and a study of the
interaction between the two disciplines.

2 New Courses Teach about Gender
The Department of Judaic and Near Eastern
Studies is offering Introduction to the Mod-
ern Jewish Experience and Israeli Literature
in Translation, both taught by Assistant Pro-
fessor Francesco Melfi. The first examines
how Jewish thinkers and writers have con-
fronted anti-Semitism, nationalism, Jewish
homelessness, assimilation, and related prob-
lems. The second studies the works of Agnon,
Hazaz, Amalia Kahana-Carmon, Yehoshua,
Oz, and Grossman. Noted scholars Rachel
and David Biale will teach a minicourse,
Gender in Jewish Tradition, November 5
through 9. Topics will include the creation
story in Genesis, women as prophets and
military leaders, men’s roles as students of
the law versus husbands, marital duties of
men versus women, and female versus male
roles in procreation.

In the spring Associate Professor of His-

tory Leonard Smith ’80 will teach The Body
as Historical Subject, exploring the use of the
body as a site of symbolic representation and
a site for the construction of experience, gen-
der, and sexuality. Another new history course,
Narrating the Nation: Historical and Literary
Approaches to Nationalism in Latin America,
the Caribbean, and South Asia, is cross-listed
in English. Cotaught by Associate Professor
of History Steven Volk and Associate Profes-
sor of English Anuradha Needham, it analy-
ses the narratives through which nationalisms
acquire credibility and authority.

2 Courses Are Enabled by the
President’s Discretionary Fund
Like Volk and Needham’s offering, a new
course cross-listed in English and French
called The Surrealism Project is an interdisci-
plinary course that is part of a two-year pilot
project made possible by President Nancy
Dye’s discretionary fund. Professor of En-
glish John Hobbs and Professor of French
Viktoria Skrupskelis will teach it next semes-
ter. The class will trace the evolution of sur-
realism from its French invention to its exten-
sions in representative works of poetry, fic-
tion, and drama in Europe, Latin America,
and the United States; it will also study surre-
alist music, art, and films.

Next semester Professor of English Phyllis
Gorfain will teach a course cross-listed in
women’s studies, Feminist Transformation:
Retellings of Myth and Tale. The class will
examine folk tales, legends, and rituals with
feminist, folkloristic, anthropological, and
literary theories and methods. Also in the
spring Visiting Assistant Professor Augusta
Rohrbach will teach an English course with a
cultural-studies topic: Black, White, and Tan:
American Flappers of the Jazz Age. Sources
will include music, art, film, literature, and
critical writing that appeared in journals of
the period as well as contemporary feminist
and cultural theory. The object will be to
examine modes of identity construction dur-
ing the 1920s.

The German and Russian department is
offering two new courses next semester. Tim
Scholl, visiting assistant professor of Rus-

sian, will teach Russian Modernism: The
Aesthetic Utopia. In English translation the
course will explore the artistic explosion that
immediately preceded and followed Russia’s
1917 revolution. Arlene Forman, associate
professor of Russian, will teach Women un-
der Siege: The Leningrad Blockade, also in
English translation. Comparing recently ac-
cessible memoirs, oral histories, and private
correspondence with more traditional offi-
cial accounts of the 1941-43 Leningrad Block-

Images and Sound: The Conservatory
Joins the Art Museum to Explore Images of War

Continued on page 2

Duane Mahy sings in the sculpture court, accompanied by James Howsmon.

The Allen Memorial Art Museum was the setting Sunday of a concert and poetry reading
called Images of War: The Human Cry. Part of the experience was an accompanying museum
print-gallery exhibit, Images of War: Ritual and Reality. Marjorie Wieseman, curator of
western art before 1850, assembled the exhibit for the recent special alumni reunion focusing
on World War II; Sunday she provided program commentary.

Bass-baritone Gerald Crawford and soprano Daune Mahy, professors of singing, and
pianist James Howsmon, assistant professor of instrumental accompanying, performed a
selection of works on the war theme. Crawford also recited poetry, including a 3000-year-old
Egyptian piece.

The exhibit will be up through October 15. The event was the premiere of an interdisci-
plinary program, Images and Sounds: A Conversation in the Arts, that will produce a second
episode in the spring.
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Art Museum’s Frank Stella Painting
Travels to Madrid and Munich News Notes

Oberlin Notes Serves Up Campus Information
on Line and on Paper
By John Appley ’85

Where to find a listing of tonight’s concerts,
this week’s campus job postings, or the latest
computer short courses? Where to look for
items lost, found, or for sale (a bracelet, a house,
or a bathroom sink—“excellent condition”)?
Oberlin Notes provides one-stop shopping for
campus information. Combining informa-
tion that has been available in campus mail-
ings, flyers, office postings, and a variety of
calendars, ONotes (the shortened name is
rapidly catching on) includes more than a
hundred separate items every week, orga-
nized into a dozen or so categories.

ONotes on Line and in Europe
An abridged paper edition of ONotes is
distributed campuswide each Wednesday

A retrospective exhibit of paintings by Frank
Stella opened in Madrid September 18 with an
Allen Memorial Art Museum holding in-
cluded: Agbatana II, a 1968 painting from
Stella’s protractor series. The painting was
purchased in 1968 with money from the Ruth
C. Roush Fund for Contemporary Art and a
National Foundation for the Arts and Humani-
ties Grant. Of fluorescent acrylic on canvas, it
measures 120 by 180 inches. Agbatana II is a
significant painting, says exhibit-curator
Judith Goldman, considered important
in its own right and in illumi-
nating Stella’s devel-
opment  as  a
painter.

The exhibit is a major Stella retrospective at the Museo
Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia. Beginning with
Stella’s 1959 Black paintings that established his
reputation as one of the 20th century’s most impor-
tant artists and heralded the Minimalist movement,
the exhibition concludes with a survey of his
recent three-dimensional reliefs and environ-
mental pictures that extend the boundaries of
painting.

In January the exhibit will travel to the
Haus der Kunst in Munich, where it will stay

through March.

$112,500 in General Operating Support
Goes to the Allen Memorial Art Museum

By Marci Janas ’91

The Institute of Museum Services (IMS) has
awarded the Allen Memorial Art Museum a
$112,500 General Operating Support (GOS)
grant. Oberlin was one of 275 institutions
receiving such a grant this year; the IMS, a
federal agency, received 1070 applications
for this round of funding. Awards totaled
$21,958,070, and Oberlin’s grant was the
maximum amount conferred.

“We are extremely pleased to receive this
vote of confidence from our professional
colleagues and the funding which will allow
the AMAM to increase its programming and
services to the community and to Oberlin
College,” says Anne F. Moore, director of
the Allen Memorial Art Museum.

“The IMS grant will provide the re-
maining funds needed to support our pub-
lic-education department for the next two
years,” says Moore. Earlier funding came
from the Nord Family, Stocker, and
Jennings foundations. “The grant will also
contribute to the printing costs of a hard-
copy version of our catalogue of the col-
lections,” she says. A Mellon Foundation
grant funded the research and writing phase
of the catalog and production of a CD-
ROM version of it.

Museums receiving GOS grants have
demonstrated outstanding performance in
all areas of museum operations. To apply,
the institutions had to perform a complete
self-evaluation of every aspect of their
operation—including collections care and
maintenance, educational programs, and
exhibits. Peer reviewers—professionals in
the museum field with an average of 13
years’ experience—evaluated the applica-
tions.

“Since 1978, IMS General Operating Sup-
port has taken a substantial role in encourag-
ing the best in museum practice,” says Diane
B. Frankel, director of the IMS. “The grant
provides national recognition for museums
that have the highest approval of their peers.
It is a stamp of achievement that sparks
vital public-private partnerships. Muse-

morning, but a more complete version is
available on line. The online edition (http:/
/www.oberlin.edu/~wwwcomm/onotes/
Oberlin_Notes.html), which is part of
Oberlin Online, the College’s World Wide
Web site, includes more complete listings
in many categories; provides links to full
semester calendars for films, athletic events,
and conservatory events; and offers a Fri-
day update.

The online ONotes is available worldwide
over the Internet, and almost a third of the
nearly 1000 file requests in September came
from outside Oberlin, including France, Ger-
many, Canada, and the U.S. military.

Oberlin faculty, staff, and students can
view the online edition on any networked
computer that has browser software (such
as  Netscape), or through the College main-

frame using the browser Lynx. Some of-
fices (the registrar’s, for example) have
chosen to use only the online version of
ONotes, and no longer take delivery of the
paper copy.

Submissions Are Free
Oberlin Notes receives 30 to 40 notices by E-
mail (QuickMail or VAX mail) each week;
only a few submissions are on paper. Any
member of the Oberlin College community
can submit information, and—unlike cam-
pus mailings—the service is free.

The Oberlin Notes E-mail address is
onotes@oberlin.edu. The QuickMail address
is Oberlin Notes (under Communications).

John Appley is project director in the Office
of Communications.

New Courses . . .
Continued from page 1

ade, the class will focus on the role of women
as historiographers, the producers of inten-
tional and unintentional verbal art.

Music Education Adds to Its Roster
This semester Catherine Jarjisian, professor
of music education, is offering Teaching
Children to Sing, a survey of factors affect-
ing children’s vocal development, including

analysis of common vocal problems, study of
pedagogical techniques in group settings,
evaluation of vocal and choral literature, and
guidelines for performance. Her colleagues,
including Assistant Professor of Music Edu-
cation Joanne Erwin and Professor of Music
Education John Knight, are joining her to
teach Studies in Music Education both se-
mesters. In it, students undertake special-
ized study of specific aspects of music
education; they may attend classes in one
or more courses to prepare a synthesis ap-
propriate to their topic.

ums will use these awards to do what they
do best: educate, fascinate, inspire, illumi-
nate, inform, enhance, and enrich the lives
of hundreds of thousands of visitors each
year.” Eighty-seven percent of GOS grant-
ees report that they use their grants for
educational activities.

The GOS is the top-priority program of
the IMS, and represents more than 80 per-

cent of IMS program funds. Museums con-
tinually cite operating support as the most
difficult kind of funding to raise.

Leslie Miller, assistant to the director of
the art museum, wrote Oberlin’s grant pro-
posal.

Marci Janas is staff writer in the Office of
Communications.

Will Fund Ongoing and New Educational Projects
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Professor of Religion James Morris helped
organize the first international Conference
on Islam in the Americas, held at DePaul
University September 30-October 1. The con-
ference brought together scholars, journalists,
educators, and representatives of Muslim com-
munities in the U.S. and Canada—including
African-American, immigrant, and Sufi groups.
Morris organized and chaired a panel on
issues of cultural and textual translation, and
gave a talk, “Translation and Re-Creation:
Rediscovering the Islamic Humanities.” • Pro-
fessor of Physics Robert Warner has been
elected to a three-year term on the Executive
Committee of the Users Group of the Na-
tional Superconducting Cyclotron Labo-
ratory  at Michigan State University (MSU).
Warner is based at MSU’s cyclotron laboratory
this year during his sabatical leave. The four-
member group will advise the laboratory direc-
tor on planning and policy decisions, and
represent the interests of all users—from MSU
and elsewhere—of the facility. “I think this is
the only election I’ve won since 1968,” says
Warner, “when I was elected an alternate del-
egate to the Democratic National Convention
from the Ohio 13th congressional district.” •
Marjorie Wieseman, curator of western art
before 1850, recently returned from Madrid,
where she had accompanied the Allen Memo-
rial Art Museum’s Agbatana III, a painting by
Frank Stella (see related story in this issue). In
Spain Wieseman represented AMAM direc-
tor Anne Moore and the museum at the
opening reception of a Stella exhibition
and in related social events hosted by the
American ambassador to Spain. • A re-
cently received Lannan Foundation grant—
for which  Donald R. Longman Professor of
English David Young wrote the proposal—
will support publication by the Oberlin
College Press of a collection of poems by
Killarney Clary  titled By Common Salt.
Young heads the Oberlin College Press with
Stuart Friebert , professor of creative writ-
ing, and David Walker, associate professor
of English. On Sunday Young, known as a
bioregionalist poet, joined the Orion Society’s
Forgotten Language Tour to read from his
work  in the King Building. The Orion Society’s
appearance in Oberlin, which Young proposed
and Professor of Environmental Studies David
Orr  supported in part with other Lannan
Foundation funds, was a segment of the group’s
nine-day reading, workshop, and discussion tour
of the Midwest. Oberlin’s Creative Writing Pro-
gram also supported the Oberlin leg of the tour.
The society is a nonprofit environmental-educa-
tion organization working for change in the larger
society’s ways of living in the natural world.
Orion members Stephanie Mills, author, activ-
ist, and restoration ecologist, and Scott Russell
Sanders, a PEN Syndicated Fiction and ALA
Award recipient were on the program with Young.

http://www.oberlin.edu/~wwwcomm/onotes/Oberlin_Notes.html
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New Faces
This issue of the Observer introduces still
more College employees hired since Febru-
ary. Other newcomers appeared in the Au-
gust 31 and September 28 issues. As people
join Oberlin’s faculty and staff, the Observer
will introduce them in “New Faces” col-
umns. If you are new to Oberlin’s faculty or
staff and have not been introduced in the
Observer, please call Anita Buckmaster ’95,
who writes these profiles, at x8474. Rick
Sherlock took most of these photographs.

Chris Adams is a lab assistant in the biology
department.

Jim Anderson (North
Park College B.A.
1986) is computer-
systems manager in
the Irvin E. Houck
Computing Center. He
has worked at Will-
iams College, the U.S.
Census Bureau, and
Ravenswood Hospi-

tal. Anderson enjoys flying and reading. He
and his wife, Margaret, have three daughters.

Kelly L. Bartels  (Wittenberg University
B.A., Illinois State University M.S. 1995) is
assistant athletic trainer. She has worked at
Olympia High School in Illinois and as a
student trainer at Wittenberg University. Fit-
ness, music, dancing, shopping, and reading
are among her hobbies.

Margarete Batt is faculty-in-residence in
German House and lecturer in German.

Andrew Bertoni  (Oberlin Conservatory
B.M., University of Texas at Austin M.M.,
Bowling Green State University M.M. 1994)
is piano-shop technical assistant. He gradu-
ated from Oberlin in 1988.

Frank Bianchi  (Cleveland State University

B.A., Cleveland Institute of Music M.M.
1993) is women’s chorus conductor. Bianchi
was named outstanding music educator of
the year in 1995 by the Ohio Music Associa-
tion. The high-school choral groups he has
conducted have performed for several Ohio
Music Education conferences, Regional
American Choral Directors conferences, and
National Music Education Association con-
ferences. He enjoys working out, biking,
skiing, and theater.

Alyssa Paul Billiard (Oberlin Conservatory
B.Mus., M.M.T. 1993) is teacher of mu-

sic education. Since
graduating, she has
been a private singing
teacher at Medina
High School and has
worked as a music di-
rector in area theaters.
She enjoys gourmet
cooking and reading.
Her husband, Thomas

Billiard ’93, is studying for his MBA at Case
Western Reserve University.

Debra M. Borrero is assistant commons
coordinator for Griswold Commons.

David Breitman (Masachusetts Institute of
Technology B.S., New England Conserva-
tory M.M., Cornell University D.M.A. 1992)

is assistant professor
of historical perfor-
mance. For the past
two years he was a
postdoctoral fellow at
Case Western Reserve
University, taking the
position after com-
pleting a visiting as-
sistant professorship

at Oberlin. He recently released three CDs
featuring various styles of piano and music.
His 1992 recording with baritone Sanford

Sylvan, Beloved that Pilgrimage, was nomi-
nated for a Grammy. In the last year
Breitman has given concerts throughout
North America and Europe, including per-
formances in New York and at Duke Univer-
sity, Cornell University, the Utrecht Music
Festival, and at London’s Wigmore Hall. He
is married to Kathryn Stuart, associate dean
for conservatory academic affairs and asso-
ciate professor of piano pedagogy.

David E. Brockett (Cleveland Institute of
Music B.M., University of Akron M.M. 1992)
is part-time teacher of horn. He has per-
formed and recorded with the Cleveland Or-
chestra, the Cincinnati Symphony, and the
Cincinnati Pops. A position as hornist with
the Cleveland Chamber Brass has taken him
on tours of the United States and Germany.
He has been assistant principal hornist for the
Cleveland Orchestra. A black belt in North-
ern Shaolin Kung-Fu and kenpo, he has been
involved in martial arts since he was 10.

Paula Conteras is temporary reference
librarian.

Charles A. Couch (San Francisco State Col-
lege B.Mu., Boston University M.Mu. 1971)

is teacher of trumpet.
He has been the as-
sistant first trumpet
player in the Cleve-
land Orchestra for 24
years. Couch is also
an instructor in trum-
pet at Cleveland State
University, a job he
began in 1986. He and

his wife, Joanne, a soprano, give dual recitals
as Bright Seraphim. They have three sons.

Stephen Crowley (Hamilton College B.A.,
University of Michigan Ph.D. 1993) is assis-
tant professor of politics. He has taught at
Lafayette College and the University of

Continued on page 4

Michigan. Interested in labor politics and
social movements, he has been a contributor
to books and journals about post-Soviet East-
ern Europe. His own book, Coal to Steel:
Russian and Ukranian Workers From the
End of the Soviet Union to the Post-Commu-
nist Transformations is under review.

Jim Darling  is teacher of trumpet.

Jane M. Dawkins is director of public pro-
grams in the Office of Development and
Alumni Affairs.

Dedrick Dunbar (Williams College B.A.
1995) is assistant program-house coordina-
tor for the Office of Residential Life and
Multicultural Resource Center student-life
intern. He enjoys reading, rugby, and music.

Jackie Foley is an intern in the Irvin E.
Houck Computing Center.

Elizabeth Freeman (Oberlin College B.A.,
University of Chicago M.A. 1991) is visiting
part-time instructor in English. A Ph.D. can-
didate at the University of Chicago, Freeman
has won a Mellon Fellowship in the Humani-
ties and a Snoll Grant for graduate study in
English literature. While an undergraduate at
Oberlin, she was a member of Phi Beta Kappa
and won highest honors in English. Her ar-
ticle “Queer Nationality,” written with Louren
Gerlant ’79, appeared in Fear of a Queer
Planet. She is involved in queer activism and
worked with the Coalition for Positive Sexu-
ality in Chicago. She graduated from Oberlin
in 1989.

Jessie Grant (Kent State University B.A.,
University of Iowa M.A. 1993) is a resi-
dential-commons coordinator for the of-
fice of residential life. Grant has worked
for the University of Missouri and SUNY
at Buffalo. She enjoys reading and meeting
new people.

Jeffrey Greene (Carleton College B.A. 1995)
is an assistant commons coordinator in
Longman Commons and director of the Stu-
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Boyle

Oberlin’s Career-Information Resources Have Become Richer
By Linda K. Grashoff

If you are a faculty or staff member who advises
students about postgraduation employment, you
probably already know about your allies in
Oberlin’s Office of Career Services, headed by
Lanna Hagge. Now Lanna and her staff can

deliver even more ser-
vices—through the
Internet.

One of the first lib-
eral-arts colleges to
post a career-services
homepage on the World
Wide web, Oberlin is
“about as far out on this
topic as any liberal-arts
school,” says Perry
Boyle, director of the
Longman Business
Initiatives Program, a
program within the ca-
reer-services office.
Perry’s the person who
has been logging the

hours on line to create the career-services
homepage. To see what he’s done, open the
URL http://www.oberlin.edu/~careerdv/
OCCS.HomePage.html, or from the opening
Oberlin Online page (http://www.oberlin.edu/),
click on Inside Oberlin, then Student Services,
then Oberlin College Career Services.

Here is some of what you and your students
can find there:

• general tips on job hunting
• a hyperlink to hundreds of Internet re-

sources on jobs, including information about
international work, employment in Chi-
cago, government positions, medical and
health professions—even help-wanted  ads

• résumé-writing advice
• pointers for handling employment interviews
Your advisees who anticipate graduate

school rather than employment might benefit
from checking out the Oberlin career-services
homepage, too, for its information about gradu-
ate schools and fellowship resources.

Not all the goodies in Perry’s pack are on
line: Oberlin’s undergraduate internship op-
portunities are some that are not. The result of
Perry’s own negotiating with agencies and busi-
nesses worldwide, these are possibilities Perry
shields from the eyes of the world. He releases
the information only to Oberlin students di-
rectly. “We think this provides an extra edge
for our students,” he says.

Barterbase is Partly an Oberlin Creation
Not content to keep his light under Oberlin’s
bushel basket, in July 1994 Perry chaired a
national association of academic career profes-
sionals called the Barterbase Group. In fact,
Oberlin (in this case Oberlin means Perry)
cofounded Barterbase. Warranting a mention
in a July 14, 1995, article in the Chronicle of
Higher Education (“High-Tech Job Search-
ing”), Barterbase is a computer database of em-
ployers planning to hire liberal-arts graduates in
the near future. A consortium of 25 colleges, each
with its own area of expertise, maintains the
database. The list is not directly accessible by
students; Perry and career-services administra-

tive assistant Brenda Snell create appropriate
printouts for students who request the service.

Perry and Brenda aren’t bringing the office
into cyberspace by themselves. Lanna has had
senior interview days organized and managed
by E-mail for a few years now. And when Lisa
Kastor, assistant director of career services,
organized a presentation for a recent Midwest-
ern and Eastern States Placement association,
she discovered a slew of Internet resources that
the office now uses.

Routes Goes Electronic
Career Services has even lured someone from
across the campus to help the office step into
the information revolution. Last Thursday the
office distributed its long-time publication,
Career Routes, in electronic format. Routes—
information about employer campus visits and
other career information for students, mainly
seniors—went out not just as an electronic
newsletter last week, but as 204 individualized
newsletters—one to each of the seniors who
had indicated to Perry an interest in five (among
many) areas of career information.

Wayne Traster, electronic technician in the
computing center, was the wizard who pulled
off the technical feat. Getting out the first issue
was “kinda rough,” Perry says, but adds,
“Wayne has already figured out a way to do it
more easily the next time.”

What’s next? Lanna and Perry say the office
is preparing to do more outreach to recent
Oberlin graduates who are not yet placed in grad-
uate schools or employment. No doubt they’ll
reach at least some of the alums with the Internet.

http://www.oberlin.edu/~careerdv/OCCS.HomePage.html
http://www.oberlin.edu/
http://www.oberlin.edu/~observer/main.html
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dent Employment Office. He previously held
positions in residential life at Carleton Col-
lege. Music, basketball, soccer, cooking, and
reading are among his hobbies.

Haewon Song is visiting associate professor
of pianoforte.

Deirdre Holmes (Oberlin College B.A., Uni-
versity of California M.A. 1995) is environ-
mental-design planner in the Environmental
Studies Program. For the past year she has
worked as a planning consultant at the Center
for Community Futures in Berkeley, Califor-
nia. She is a member of the American Plan-
ning Association and Young People for Na-
tional Service. She enjoys traveling and ex-
ploring, cooking, coffee, and her two kittens.

Kenneth Holmes is assistant to the dean of
Student Life and Services.

Inez James (Kentucky State University B.A.
1992) is head women’s volleyball coach. For
the past year she has been the assistant coach
of the Oberlin women’s basketball and vol-

leyball teams. A na-
tive of Lorain, she has
worked as a substitute
teacher in the Elyria
school system and as a
youth coordinator for
Lorain County Parks
and Recreation. She is
enrolled in a graduate
program at Ashland

University. James enjoys reading, traveling,
and sports.

Michael Kessinger is a custodian.

Myung Mi Kim  (Oberlin College B.A., Johns
Hopkins University M.A., University of Iowa
M.F.A. 1986) is visiting assistant professor
of creative writing. For the past four years
she has taught creative writing at San Fran-
cisco State University. Earlier she was the
director of student support services for Luther
College. Her poetry has been published in
more than 20 anthologies and literary jour-
nals and has been collected into two books,
The Bounty and Under Flag. In 1993 she won
the Gertrude Stein Award for Innovative
North American Poetry. She has been the
coeditor of How(ever), a journal of modern-
ist/innovative directions in women’s poetry
and scholarship and Pavement, a literary
journal. She graduated from Oberlin in 1979.

Richard King  (Curtis Institute of Music
1989) is teacher of horn. Since 1988 he has
been associate principal hornist with the
Cleveland Orchestra and since then has made
more than 20 recordings with the group.
King has also played with the Philadelphia
Orchestra, the Opera Company of Philadel-
phia, and the New York String Orchestra.

Amy Kurlander  (Vassar B.A., Harvard Uni-
versity M.A. 1987) is curator of modern and
contemporary art. She has held several posi-
tions at Harvard University, where she is

completing her Ph.D.
She was an assistant
at the Agnes Mongan
Center at the Harvard
University Museum of
Art; a curatorial assis-
tant in the department
of drawings and the
department of prints;
a teaching assistant,

and a research assistant. Kurlander studied in
France under a Théodore Rousseau Fellow-
ship from the Metropolitan Museum of Art
and a Mary Davis Fellowship from the Cen-
ter for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts at
the National Gallery of Art. She has pub-

lished, with Stephan Wolohojian and Chris-
topher Wood, Der Text des Bildes, on the
work of Adolph von Menzel and Max Klinger.

Corinne La Marle  is language-teaching
assistant in the Department of Romance
Languages.

Sean Landes is sports-medicine intern in
the Department of Athletics and Physical
Education.

Louis Lane (University of Texas B.Mus.,
Eastman School of Music M.Mus., 1947) is
visiting professor of orchestral conducting.
From 1977 to 1988 he was the principal guest
conductor for the Atlanta Symphony Orches-
tra and from 1989 to 1991 was a senior
lecturer in music at the University of Texas.
Named a Chevalier of the Order of Arts and
Letters of France, he also counts a Mahler
Medal, the Alice M. Ditson Prize from Co-
lumbia University, and a Grammy Award for
Best Orchestral Recording of 1988 among
his honors. He has guest conducted the Cleve-
land Orchestra, the Dallas Symphony, the
National Symphony of Washington, the De-
troit Symphony, and the Chicago Symphony,
as well as the orchestras of Warsaw, Helsinki,
Mexico City, Vancouver, and Calgary. Lane
has conducted and recorded with the Cleve-
land Orchestra, the Cleveland Sinfonietta,
the Louisville Orchestra, the Polish Radio
Orchestra, the National Symphony of South
Africa, and the Atlanta Symphony Orches-
tra. Swimming and reading are two of his
hobbies.

William Lucas  (University of Michigan
School of Engineering, University of Michi-
gan School of Music) is teacher of trumpet.
He performed for seven years with the To-
ledo Symphony Orchestra, then moved to a
seven-year stay with the Detroit Symphony.
He has played with the Detroit Chamber
Winds and Premier Brass. Lucas is the author
of Pedal Tone Studies for Trumpet and the
forthcoming A Study of Resultant Tones.
Cabinetry, woodworking, computers, tennis,
and gardening are his hobbies. He and his
wife, Katherine Austin Lucas, have two sons.

Lynn Lukkas  (University of Minnesota
B.F.A., Rhode Island School of Design
M.F.A. 1988) is assistant professor of art
specializing in time-based media. She has
taught art at Saint Johns University and the
Rhode Island School of Design. Her latest
exhibited work, including nine solo shows
and 19 group shows and collaborations, has
consisted of explorations in video projec-
tions, photomurals, sound, sculpture, and
performance. She has received many fellow-
ships, including an NEA photography fel-
lowship, a McKnight Foundation Fellowship
for Interdisciplinary Artists, an Arts Mid-
west Photography fellowship, and a Jerome
Foundation Fellowship for Emerging Art-
ists.

Mindy A. Manolovich  (Lynchburg College
B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University M.A.Ed. 1995) is head women’s
field hockey and lacrosse coach. She has
been a field hockey and lacrosse coach at
several summer camps, a lifeguard and swim-

ming instructor, and a
physical-therapy aide.
Manolovich has also
been a substance-
abuse counselor, a
high-school guidance
counselor, and an edu-
cation and drug-pre-
vention specialist. She
volunteers as an in-

structor in first aid and CPR for the American
Red Cross, an HIV/AIDS instructor, a self-
esteem counselor with elementary-school

children, and an academic tutor. She enjoys
playing the dulcimer, practicing martial arts,
dancing, and scuba diving.

Brad Masi (Oberlin College B.A. 1993) is
environmental-design planner for the Envi-
ronmental Studies Program. Since receiv-
ing his degree he has worked for the Sierra
Club’s Rocky Mountain chapter in Colo-
rado, where he coordinated volunteers and
developed state-wide media campaigns. He
enjoys spending time out of doors, espe-
cially cross country skiing, hiking, camping,
and canoeing.

Marilyn Massimino
(Bradford School of
Business) is an admin-
istrative assistant in
the computer-science
department. She has
worked for Moen, Inc.
and Rel-Tek Corpora-
tion. She enjoys quilt-
ing and gardening. She

and her husband, Jim, have two daughters.

Maurine Walling McCourry  is assistant
librarian and music cataloger in the conser-
vatory library.

Kevin Muñoz (Oberlin College B.A. 1995)
is a client-services intern in the Irvin E.
Houck Computing Center. A religion major,
he is also interested in computer graphics.

Dale Preston (Oberlin College B.A. 1987) is
director of Alumni
Regional Activities.
He has worked at the
Hathaway Brown
School, the Holden
Arboretum, and the
Shaker Lakes Nature
Center. His wife is Kim
Monis Preston ’90.
Sea kayaking, camp-

ing, and birds are among his interests.

Gregory Quenell (Harvard University B.A.,
University of Southern California Ph.D.,

1992) is assistant pro-
fessor of mathematics,
specializing in spec-
tral geometry and the
spectral graph theory.
He was assistant pro-
fessor of mathematics
at Bucknell University
from 1992 to 1995 and
was a teaching assis-

tant at the University of Southern California
from 1987 to 1992. He enjoys vocal arrange-
ment and plays the clarinet and piano.

Ann Rodriguez (University of Iowa B.A.,
M.A., Baldwin-Wallace
College I.M.B.A. 1993)
is part-time visiting in-
structor in Spanish.
Since 1988 she has
been a lecturer in
Spanish at Baldwin-
Wallace College. She
has also taught Span-
ish at Lake Ridge

Academy and English in Venezuela and Peru.

Heriberto Rodriguez is a custodian.

Roula Seikaly (Oberlin College B.A. 1995)
is slide-library intern. As a student she was
an assistant to the coordinator of education in
the Allen Memorial Art Museum and after
graduation was a research assistant for Asso-
ciate Professor of Art Patricia Mathews and
Visiting Associate Professor of Women’s
Studies and History Margot Badran. She has
presented gallery talks on Paul Strand and

Modigliani’s Nude with a Coral Necklace.
She enjoys reading, hiking, snowboarding,
and running.

Kevin Snape (University of Rhode Island
B.A., M.A., University of Kentucky Ph.D.
1991) is part-time visiting assistant professor
of environmental studies. At Case Western
Reserve University he was the assistant di-
rector for the Center for the Environment; at
St. Norbet College he developed the environ-
mental-policy program; and at the College of
Wooster he developed a social-science com-
puting system. He has held a variety of pub-
lic-interest positions, including consultant to
the Wisconsin Public Service Commission
on Dry-Cask Storage of High-Level Nuclear
Waste. He cofounded Greennet, a grassroots
environmental group in Wisconsin; and was
president of the board of directors of the
Clean Water Action Council of Northeast
Wisconsin.

Thomas Sperl (Eastman School of Music
B.M. 1984) is teacher of bass. He played in
the bass section of the Cleveland Orchestra
from 1992 to 1995, and was assistant princi-
pal bassist in the Rochester Philharmonic
Orchestra from 1988 to 1992. Sperl has given
concerto performances with the Brighton
Symphony Orchestra and the Amherst Sym-
phony. He enjoys woodworking, bicycling,
and church work. He and his wife, Cynthia L.
Watson, have two daughters.

Tomoko Takeda
(Obirin University
B.A. 1995) is visiting
part-time instructor in
Japanese. At Obirin
University Takeda
was a teaching assis-
tant and helped edit a
textbook in interme-
diate Japanese. An

M.A. candidate at Obirin, she enjoys skiing
and reading.

These faculty and staff members have been
promoted or taken new positions for aca-
demic year 1995-1996. Promoted to profes-
sor: Michael Henle, mathematics and com-
puter science; Ben Schiff, politics; and Janice
Zinser, French. Granted tenure and promoted
to professor: James Millette, African-Ameri-
can studies. Granted tenure and promoted to
associate professor: Anne Cooper Albright,
dance; Claudia Macdonald, musicology;
George Sakakeeny, bassoon; Leonard
Smith, history; and Param Vir , composi-
tion. Promoted to librarian: Alan Boyd, as-
sociate director of libraries; Alison Ricker,
science librarian; and Dan Zager, conserva-
tory librarian. Promoted to associate librar-
ian: Jessica Grim, acting head of main li-
brary reference department.

Other promotions: James Canada, service
and transportation driver to vehicle and equip-
ment maintenance and repair technician; Linda
Grashoff, alumni editor to editor of the
Observer; Camille Mitchell , acting director of
the Office of Gender Equity to assistant to the
president for equity concerns; Scott Wargo,
sports information director to sports informa-
tion director and director of News Services.

In new positions: Patrice Brown from
food-service salad preparer to second cook;
Brenda Hall from administrative assistant
in Purchasing and Auxiliary Services to de-
partmental assistant II in Environmental
Health and Safety; Hazel Smith from food-
service salad preparer to second cook; and
Milton Wyman  from maintenance worker
in Food Service to custodian.

Priscilla A. Smith, emeritus professor of
music education, is visiting professor of music
education, and Richard Schoonmaker,
emeritus professor of chemistry, is teaching
part time this fall.

Continued from page 3


