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Celebrating a Building:
Community Revels in Peters Hall, Again

Oberlin Engages New York Schools to Teach Education and Film Students
By Mark Graham
Aspiring educators and filmmakers
now have opportunities to supplement
their Oberlin education with practical
training at the Bank Street College and
New York University’s Tisch School of
the Arts.

Assistant Dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences Suzanne Gay calls the
Bank Street College “a leading-edge in-
stitution for education at the early
childhood and elementary levels.” Lo-
cated in New York City, the college
sponsors teacher-certification pro-
grams with many liberal arts schools,
including Carleton, Earlham, and
Kenyon colleges.

Students in the five-year program will
graduate with a B.A. from Oberlin, an
M.S. in Education from Bank Street Col-
lege, and New York State Elementary
Teacher Certification after taking four
years at Oberlin and one year and two
summers at Bank Street College. New

York certification is reciprocal with that
of many other states, including Ohio. 

Oberlin has been without a teacher-
certification program since 1978, when
Ohio overhauled teacher-certification re-
quirements, adding more coursework.
Ira Steinberg, professor emeritus of phi-
losophy, taught in the education depart-
ment until it disbanded. In the April 28,
1994, issue of the Observer he said that
the “onerous character of requirements
compared to the small number of stu-
dents interested in being certified” did
not justify the expense of hiring new staff
for education courses and detailed record
keeping to meet state requirements.

The most recent poll of alumni (1994)
shows that 7 percent of alums work in
primary and secondary education, ac-
cording to Director of Institutional Re-
search Ross Peacock. In 1997 “everybody
from the president down knows that this
is a big area of interest for College stu-
dents,” says Gay. After discussing the

requirements and examining the op-
tions, members of the Educational Com-
mittee and other interested faculty and
staff decided, Gay says, that connecting
with another institution would be the
most practical way for Oberlin to offer
teacher training. Bank Street College is
not the only option, but it is the first pro-
gram in nearly 20 years to certify Ober-
lin’s College of Arts and Sciences stu-
dents. Before, the conservatory’s
music-education program had offered
the only teaching certification at Oberlin.

Another new program will help bud-
ding filmmakers. The College has
given affiliated status to Tisch’s special
spring-semester program in film-pro-
duction studies for liberal arts stu-
dents. Oberlin students will receive
Oberlin credit for the semester without
having to transfer it. Another benefit of
affiliated status is that students will be
able to use their Oberlin financial aid to
study at Tisch. Seth Scoville, who

wanted to participate in the project last
semester, found that while it was unaf-
filiated, the cost was prohibitive. With
its new status Scoville plans to attend
Tisch next semester.

“I will be in a program called Sight
and Sound, in which I will participate in
various aspects of creating five short
16mm films,” Scoville says. The students
rotate among roles as director, editor,
writer, and cinematographer for each
film. Six Oberlin students in the past six
years have enrolled in Tisch’s small, se-
lective program; Oberlin offers no on-
campus courses in film production.

Tisch’s reputation as one of the top
three film schools in the country helped
attract Scoville, but so did the location.
“It’s in New York. Come on, it’s the
greatest city in the world, and there are
tons of opportunities for aspiring stu-
dents like myself.” This semester, says
Scoville, at least 15 students have
asked him how they can go to Tisch, too.

Geoffrey Blodgett told many tales about Peters Hall in his October 11 speech. Those who missed
the event  will have a second chance to “hear” the stories in the next alumni-magazine issue. 

Whoever chose the clock installed
above the fireplace in the Peters Hall
Great Room—probably around the
time the building was completed in
1887—could not possibly have known
that Peters Hall would be renovated

and rededicated 110 years later as a
center for international studies. Yet
the face of the timepiece bears a telling
label: “International.”

Beneath that clock on Saturday, Oc-
tober 11, about 275 members of the

Oberlin community gathered to re-
member the building they had long
known or had recently come to know,
learn about its earlier past, and usher
Peters Hall into its newest incarnation.

The day’s celebrations began with

Janice Zinser, McCandless Professor
of French and chair of the Peters Hall
Rededication Committee, welcoming
the participants, who sat in folding
chairs on the floor of the Great Hall,
perched on the hall’s double stairway
and balcony, and stood in surrounding
pockets of open space.

Zinser introduced Michael Fisher,
Peters Hall Rededication Committee
member and professor of history, who
introduced the speaker he called “the
perfect person to talk about the build-
ing,” Geoffrey Blodgett, Danforth Pro-
fessor of History. Blodgett pointed the
audience to the Mudd Library exhibit
about Peters Hall through history that
archivist Roland Baumann and his
staff created. Rather than echo those
records, Blodgett said, he wanted “to
explore the meaning of Peters
Hall—first, as an architectural event,
secondly as a clue to the changing
character and quality of Oberlin, a col-
lege already well on its way in 1887 to-
ward academic distinction, and finally
as a 20th-century study in the perils of
historic preservation.” The Oberlin
Alumni Magazine will publish Blod-
gett’s complete speech in the fall issue.

Following Blodgett’s presentation
Linda Gates, acting associate dean of
student academic services and chair of
the Oberlin Shansi Memorial Associa-
tion Board, spoke about current uses of
the building, which include housing

Continued on page 2
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sponsored by Ohio
Writer Magazine.
The prize carries a
cash award. “The
Mother of Beauty”
inspired Leslie
Miller, assistant to
the director of the art
museum, to create a

series of collages. Last spring Kendal at
Oberlin exhibited the collages with
Marci’s poem. One of Leslie’s collages is in
the 13th annual  juried exhibition of the
National Collage Society, on view at the
Lorain County Community College
Stocker Center Art Gallery through No-
vember 16.  Leslie was one of the show’s
three jurors, who accepted 67 out of 550
submissions. • Houghton Mifflin has
published The Industrial Revolution in
America, edited and with an introduction
by Gary Kornblith, associate professor
of history and direc-
tor of the Oberlin
Center for Techno-
logically Enhanced
Teaching, as part of
its series Problems
in American Civi-
lization (“the erst-
while ‘Heath pam-
phlet’ series before Houghton bought
D.C. Heath,” says Gary). Official copy-
right date, he notes, is 1998. • Kristen

Manthey, executive
assistant to the sec-
retary of the College,
gave a singing tour of
American musicals
September 12 to an
audience in Cope-
land Oaks, a Se-
bring, Ohio, retire-

ment community. This summer she
was a guest artist for the Island Artist

Series on Lake Erie’s Middle Bass Island
and performed as a soloist at Orchestra
Hall in Lakeside, Ohio. Kristen played
the role of Josephine in Avon Lake’s
Mighty Goliath Productions’ H.M.S.
Pinafore during the summer also.Kristen
is producing Mame for Mighty Goliath, a
39-year-old community-theater company
for which she has been the producer six
years and a trustee four years.  • An arti-
cle appearing in Monday Magazine, a Vic-
toria, British Columbia, publication,
quotes from books David Orr, professor

of environmental
studies and politics,
has written: Ecologi-
cal Literacy, Earth in
Mind, and The
Campus and Envi-
ronmental Responsi-
bility. The piece, “U
of Earth: New Stu-

dents Combat ‘Ecological Illiteracy’ ” cov-
ers the University of Victoria’s Week of
Welcome for new students, highlighting
a day devoted to environmental aware-
ness. The university recently added a
plank to its strategic plan that declares
that the university “should reflect envi-
ronmental concerns” in its “location, de-
sign, policies and practices, educational
programs, research undertakings, and
the built environment.” • On Monday
Bruce Simonson, professor of geology,
presented his work about spherules (see
“Day by Day, Centimeter by Centimeter:
My Search for South African Spherules”
in the November 8, 1996, Observer) at a
session of the 1997 Geological Society of
America (GSA) annual meeting in Salt
Lake City. The title for his presentation
at the GSA was “Neoarchean (~2.6 Ga)
Impact Spherule Layer in Transvaal
Basin, South Africa: Spatial Variability
and Depositional Processes.”
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Faculty and Staff Notes Peters Hall . . .
Continued from page 1
the Shansi Association, student-coun-
seling services, and other functions
that support and educate Oberlin stu-
dents. Derrick Gay, a double-degree
fifth-year student who has enjoyed
many roles in the building, told how
Peters Hall has touched his life.
William Perlik, chair of Oberlin’s
Board of Trustees talked about recent
gifts that made renovating Peters Hall
possible, and concluded with a story
about the granite water fountain and
the role it played in the courtship of
1947 graduates John and Julia Seiber-
ling Shaw, who recently returned the
fountain to the College after giving it a
home for about 20 years.

President Nancy Dye, referring to
the virtual university about which she
spoke at the Cleveland City Club this
summer (see “Virtual University? No
Thanks” on page 4) said, “Cyber-uni-
versity advocates haven’t spent time in
Peters Hall,” and extolled the building
as a place to “come together and know
one another.” She also recognized Paul
’37 and Edith ’36 Cooper as people
who, with their gift used to establish
the new language lab—known as the
Paul and Edith Cooper International
Learning Center—“set Peters Hall on
the path to restoration more than any
other individuals.”

The day before, many of the same
celebrants were in Finney Chapel lis-
tening to Thomas Pickering, under
secretary of state for political affairs,
deliver a keynote address, “American
Foreign Policy: Challenges Ahead,” in
celebration of the new international
focus of Peters. In her introductory re-
marks Dye said Oberlin is aiming to
become “one of the most international
and cosmopolitan campuses any-
where.”

Pickering, who holds the rank of ca-
reer ambassador—the highest in the
United States Foreign Service—is the
senior person responsible for advising
the secretary of state and the president
on international affairs. On Friday,
October 10, he advised students and
others assembled in Finney that it
would not be “any easier” for the U.S.,
as the sole superpower, to lead in the
post-Cold War Era than it was during
the Cold War.

Resources and good diplomacy,
backed by military power, he said, are
still needed, and he ticked off by re-
gion the challenges remaining
around the world, saying Oberlin stu-
dents, faculty, and friends can work
in multilateral and global ways to
help “improve environmental, eco-
nomic, and political stability through-
out the world.” Pickering’s complete
address is available as a link from the
electronic version of this issue
(www.oberlin.edu/~observer/
obs_issues).

“Doc Spot at Anti-
och,” an article by
Office of College Re-
lations staff writer
Betty Gabrielli, is
in the November
issue of The Inde-
pendent Film &
Video Monthly. The

article profiles the fledgling Antioch
College Summer Film and Documen-
tary Institute at Yellow Springs, Ohio.
Another piece by  Betty on the state of
the documentary will appear in an up-
coming issue of DOX, a European peri-
odical based in Geneva, which has
asked Betty also to review new docu-
mentaries for the publication.  • The
October 6 edition of the Plain Dealer
ran a profile of Anne Hastings, labo-
ratory technician in the biology depart-
ment and instructor in physical educa-
tion. The article, “Instructor Keeps
Running on Smile Power,” described
Anne’s 18-year career as an instructor
in aerobics classes. • “The Mother of
Beauty,” a poem
by Marci Janas
’91, staff writer in
the Office of College
Relations, has been
awarded third place
in the poetry catego-
ry in the Best of Ohio
Writers Contest,

Corrections
Contrary to what the Observer
published in its October 10 issue,
Beth Mast, ensemble manager in
the conservatory, does not also
work in the Conservatory Li-
brary, and Francesco Melfi, assis-
tant professor of Judaic and Near
Eastern Studies, is not on leave
this semester on a Junior Faculty
Fellowship.

Faculty Meeting
Honor-code Discussion Animates
Conservatory Faculty Meeting
Three students on the student-
run Honor Committee—sophomores
Allison Falender, Josh Walker, and
Danielle Hirsch—spoke and responded
to questions about the Oberlin honor
code at the October 14 meeting of the
Conservatory Faculty. Most offenses,
they said, involve students unfamiliar
with the policy and “our culture and
morals.” Take-home exams, they
added, cause many problems, usually
for students who do not understand the
instructions. Responding to questions
from the floor, the students reminded
the faculty that while professors have
no discretion about what to do when
they suspect cheating (they must tell
the accused student to report to the
Honor Committee), they retain the abil-
ity to evaluate the suspect. Professor of
Music Theory Gil Miranda, who chairs
the General Faculty Honor System
Committee, said he would like to see a
booklet about plagiarism—similar to
the one used on the Dartmouth College
campus—distributed at Oberlin.
Oberlin’s honor code may be revised
this year, the students said.

Because of the conservatory’s inter-
est in increasing student retention,
Linda Gates, acting associate dean of
student academic services, attended
the meeting to inform the faculty

about various services available
through her office, including tutoring
and credit courses in academic-skills
mastery.  (See “Student Academic Ser-
vices Continue under New Federal
Grant” in this issue.) Gates offered
several handouts, including the Se-
mester Schedule, a time-management
tool for students.

Dean Karen Wolff announced that
the College is renovating South Hall
Dining Room for conservatory use. Fac-
ulty offices, rehearsal space, a comput-
er lab, and practice rooms are being cre-
ated in the dining-room space.

In reporting on Conservatory Facul-
ty Council actions Wolff asked the fac-
ulty to think about recommending ap-
plicants for teaching positions in piano,
trumpet, music theory, aural skills, and
composition.

Three new courses remained on the
table, and so were approved to be
taught beginning this spring semester.
They are The Art of Teaching Music,
Music for Exceptional Learners, and
Orchestra Repertoire for Double Bass.

When the meeting turned to new
business, faculty made several sugges-
tions about conservatory-classroom
clocks that don’t work, the new ID-card
system, and parking problems in the
conservatory faculty–staff lot.

The Office of the Student
Health Service will administer
flu shots in Wilder Hall on Tues-
days and Wednesdays begin-
ning November 4 and 5. The
cost is $5 for faculty, staff, and
their families; the service is free
to Oberlin students. The other
shot days will be November 11,
12, 18, and 19, and December 2
and 3. Student Health recom-
mends the shots for everyone in
the campus community except
those with sensitivity to eggs.

November 4:
First Flu Shots
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“You will need to keep your speech short,” one of his Chinese hosts told
Vice President for Finance Andy Evans when he arrived in Taigu recent-
ly to represent President Nancy Dye at the 90th anniversary of the found-
ing of Shanxi Agricultural University. The time was about 12 hours be-
fore festivities were to begin.

“What speech?” asked Evans.
“The keynote speech.”
“How many people are invited?”
“About 10,000.”
Despite the sudden nature of his address to more people than he had

ever imagined speaking to, Evans says he felt good about his part in the
event. “I read over to myself Nancy’s letter to the school officials and then
delivered much of the same message, conveying the good wishes of all of
Oberlin College.”

Shanxi Agricultural University is the modern successor to the Ming
Hsien School, which was founded by Oberlin graduates in 1907, and of
which Kung Hsiang Hsi ’06 was the first principal. (See “Oberlin Legacy
of Service Leads to $6 Million Gift” in the August 29 issue for more about
H.H. Kung.) During their September 9-12 stay in Taigu Evans and his
fellow delegates, Carl Jacobson, director of the Oberlin Shansi Memorial
Association, and Paul Arnold, emeritus professor of art and trustee of
Oberlin Shansi Memorial Association, visited Kung’s former residence.
They had lengthy discussions with Nie Xiangting, the president of the
university; met several times with Chen Linna, a forestry professor at the
university; and spoke frequently with Ji Yilun, professor of animal sci-
ence there. All three were one-time Shansi faculty fellows.

The Oberlin delegation attended a special reception for Ming Hsien
alumni, who broke into a vigorous rendition of “Ten Thousand Strong” at
their arrival. At the reception they spoke with Ji and others who remem-
bered “with great fondness,” says Evans, their teachers and friends who
came from Oberlin to the Ming Hsien School.

Oberlin Delegation Participates in
Chinese University Festivities

Student Academic Services
Continue under New Federal Grant
Partly as a result of past success, Ober-
lin’s Student Academic Services (SAS)
program has received a Student Sup-
port Services grant of $205,842 from
the U.S. Department of Education to
continue its work this year with stu-
dents from special populations. The
grant extends through the year 2000.
The College has provided various forms
of student-support services, funded by
the federal government, since 1972.

“The new grant does not institute
new initiatives,” says grant administra-
tor Linda Gates, acting associate dean of
student academic services, “but rather
continues to find appropriate ways—
such as computer-skills instruction—to
affirm and continue the historical mis-
sion of Student Academic Services.”

The mission of the office is to maxi-
mize the academic success and persis-
tence to graduation of all students at
Oberlin. While services are available to
all students in the college and the con-
servatory, the federal grant will help
provide focused services to low-income
students, first-generation-college stu-
dents, students with disabilities, and
other students typically underrepre-
sented in higher education.

The focused services fall under the
headings of academic support—includ-
ing credit-bearing individualized read-
ing, mathematics, language, and study-
skills instruction; tutoring; and related
basic academic-skills instruction—and

guidance services—including personal
and academic advising; graduate school
and career advising; work with peer li-
aisons; and participation in cultural and
educational programs not provided at
Oberlin except through SAS. SAS as-
sesses all students eligible for the feder-
ally supported services to determine
their academic needs, and it creates in-
dividualized programs to “help them
move forward,” says Gates, “and persist
to graduation.”

The office expects, Gates says, that
every participant in the focused ser-
vices will attain the skills needed to
complete an Oberlin baccalaureate de-
gree, and SAS statistics prove that the
expectations are well founded. Between
1993 and 1996, the period covered
under the last federal grant for the ser-
vices, the graduation rate for program
participants was about 9 percentage
points higher than the college-wide
graduation rate—even though the
group’s SAT scores were lower. Fur-
thermore, proportionally fewer partici-
pants, compared to Oberlin students as
a whole, failed to maintain good acade-
mic standing during the 1993-96 period.

Gates expects about 175 students to
participate in the focused services this
school year. At least 117 will be low-in-
come and first-generation or eligible by
disability; the others will be low-income
or the first generation in their family to
attend college.

At the 90th-anniversary celebration of the founding of Shanxi
Agricultural University Carl Jacobson, Andy Evans, and Paul
Arnold chat with Ming Hsien graduates Sun Tung Yuan, a physi-
cian in Taiyuan, and Zhu Lin, widow of Huang Zhen, the first rep-
resentative of the People’s Republic of China to the U.S. after re-
sumption of diplomatic relations.

Short Speech, Great Visit:

Looking at the Past with Hi-Tech Tools:
College Collaborates with City Schools
on NEH-Funded Project
As director of a project supported by the
National Endowment for the Humani-
ties (NEH) Gary Kornblith, associate
professor of history, is collaborating
with other College faculty members and
faculty of the Oberlin Public Schools. A
recently received $24,832 NEH grant is
helping Kornblith, who also directs the
Oberlin Center for Technologically En-
hanced Teaching, and others train
Oberlin public-school teachers to use
the World Wide Web to teach history.
Not just any history, but Oberlin histo-
ry—with a focus on what Oberlin illus-
trates about American pluralism.

The name of the project is Oberlin

History as American History: Endur-
ing Questions, New Approaches. Ac-
cording to the grant proposal, the pro-
ject aims to “encourage engagement in
enduring questions about the meaning
of Oberlin’s 160-year history as a self-
consciously interracial community.”

“This project will encourage teach-
ers at all levels to develop hands-on ap-
proaches to the study of history that
will excite a socially diverse student
population,” says Kornblith.

Four of the questions the teachers
will explore are
• How can a diverse people find com-

Lynn Lukkas Returns from Year as Bush Artist Fellow
Lynn Lukkas, assistant professor of art,
is from Minnesota. Nice thing, too, since
her home-state affiliation helped qualify
her for a year-long artist fellowship last
year. Lukkas was a finalist for the Bush
Artist Fellowship three times, but last
year was the first time she won the
award, $26,000 plus $7000 for produc-
tion expenses and travel. 

The award is one of several given
yearly by the Minnesota-based 3-M
Foundation to artists from Minnesota;
the category in which she won was mul-
timedia. Lukkas is interested in the in-
terdisciplinary uses of video, film, elec-
tronic art, and performance art.

When she found out she was a win-
ner, Lukkas made a resolution: “I’m
going to use this [fellowship] to the hilt!”
So inside the space of a year she
•  exhibited her work in three shows:

Through the Body at Minneapolis’s
Frederick R. Weisman Art Museum;

A Room of One’s Own at the Cleve-
land Art Festival; and Rooms at the
Soap Factory in Minneapolis,

• wrote a feature-length screen play,
•   started a short screen play,
•   produced an interactive CD-ROM,
•  traveled in Norway, Sweden, Den-

mark, Spain, and Switzerland to
view collections of contemporary
music and art, and

• attended the art exhibitions Docu-
menta X (in Kassel, Germany) and
the Venice Biennale.
Lukkas based her CD-ROM on an in-

stallation piece, Cut-Aperture-Edge, that
was part of the Weisman show. The work
is a 20-foot-long image of a nude woman
with what Lukkas describes as “no in
and out spaces” (see photo). 

Lukkas will be eligible to apply for the
fellowship again in five years. Mean-
while, this coming February, she will
have a show in Fisher Hall on campus.

Lukkas’s Cut-Aperture-Edge “makes the idealized classical nude
grotesque by removing the body’s portals,” explains the brochure that
accompanied the Weisman show.  “Displacing the body orifices onto . . .
small video monitors, the artist calls attention to some of the places
where the body opens to the exterior world.” 

Continued on page 4



mission in ways that would be recognizable to our
19th-century counterparts. The phrase, “the happi-
ness of mankind” does not trip easily off our tongues.

But when we look closely at the mission of American
colleges, it is not really so different from the one that the

drafters of the Northwest Ordinance had in
mind. We are very much in the business of edu-
cating citizens. We are very much in the busi-
ness of furthering knowledge, and we know that
the best teaching and learning happens in rela-
tionship, face to face. And, like our early Ameri-
can predecessors, we are concerned about fur-
thering the “happiness of mankind.”

For us today, this translates most clearly into
realizing our need to learn to live together,
across the lines of race and class and ethnicity,
and to helping our students identify and mas-
ter those arts that will best serve them in going
about those most essential human tasks of
love and work. Learning these arts seems to
me to be inextricably tied to the sometimes
messy, often ambiguous, always inexact, and
usually contentious relationships in the actual
rather than the virtual university.

Nancy Dye is president of Oberlin College.
This essay is an excerpt from “Late Night Re-
flections of a College President,” her July 11
address to the Cleveland City Club. The ad-

dress was broadcast live on WCLV-FM radio, and
on WVIZ-TV (Channel 25, Cleveland) July 12. WCLV
rebroadcast it during the week of July 21 to some 150
radio stations. Text of the complete talk is available
as a link from the electronic version of this issue, at
www.oberlin.edu/~observer/obs_issues.html.

public in the colleges they created, many of them here
in Ohio: their hopes for an educated citizenry, capable
of self-governance in an independent republic; their
hopes for building a society in which individuals could
have access to education and could better themselves

economically and socially by dint of their own efforts;
and their hopes for creating a genuinely American de-
mocratic culture.

Many colleges and universities have long since
ended their formal relationship with religion. And
most of us don’t put morality in the forefront of our
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Observations

Virtual University? No Thanks
By Nancy Dye

I nstead of cultivating the arts of actual face-to-face
human relationship, the virtual university en-
courages us to be on our own in the virtual mar-

ketplace, free to make our individual learning con-
tracts in cyberspace.

Late at night I think especially about this.
In this cool electronic universe, we will not
need to recognize that real education is always
a social process. We will be free to contract ex-
actly as we wish, meeting our individual needs
with professors and courses and virtual col-
leges as we see fit. We will be free to expand or
limit our access to information and ideas and
opinions as we feel comfortable.

There will be no conflict on the virtual cam-
pus, for we need never come into contact with
one another. We can come to the table or leave
the table, as we please. All of us will be on our
own. Could this be the most fundamental ap-
peal of the virtual university in this time of so-
cial and cultural uncertainty? This is what
troubles me most of all about the prospect of
virtual education. 

Late at night, after worrying a while
about the virtual university, I find it com-
forting to turn my thoughts to our earliest
ideas about colleges in the first years of the
American republic.

From the end of the American Revolution
through the first half of the 19th century, Americans
looked to their colleges, in the words of the Northwest
Ordinance, to further “religion, morality and knowl-
edge, [these] being necessary to good government and
the happiness of mankind.”

Americans embodied their hopes for the new re-

mon meaning in their heritage?
•   How can people from different back-

grounds learn to understand one an-
other’s distinctive experiences?

• How can people foster a sense of
shared community without sacrific-
ing their particular identities?

•   What makes for a good society?
For the 15 public-school teachers en-

rolled, four day-long workshops during
the academic year 1997-98 will precede
a five-day summer seminar. A follow-up
workshop, open to the public, will be
held in late fall 1998 in which partici-
pants will discuss and demonstrate how
the project has changed their teaching.

Local and National Presenters
Besides Kornblith, Oberlin College
faculty presenting the material are
Carol Lasser, associate professor of
history; Geoffrey Blodgett, Danforth
Professor of History; A. G. Miller, as-
sistant professor of religion; and

Roland Baumann, college archivist
and adjunct professor of history. John
Memmott and Gail Wood, Oberlin
school teachers with expertise in using
the Internet; Pat Murphy, director of
the Oberlin Historical Improvement
Organization; and Roy Rosenzweig,
professor of history and director of the
Center for History and New Media at
George Mason University, will present
some sessions. Rosenzweig, a nation-
ally renowned leader in the use of edu-
cational technology in humanities in-
struction, was a key developer of the
Who Built America? CD-ROM and is
co-author of The Park and the People:
A History of Central Park.

The project will introduce the partic-
ipants to new information technologies
and enable them to make pedagogical
use of electronic sources, including the
web site of the Electronic Oberlin
Group (EOG). (See “The Future of
Oberlin’s Past” in the September issue
of Around the Square and go to
www.oberlin.edu/~EOG).

The EOG has already made avail-

able a variety of resources on Oberlin
history. These include an electronic ver-
sion of Oberlin: Yesterday, Today and
Tomorrow, a text used in Oberlin’s
third-grade curriculum with age-appro-
priate electronic links to related sites; an
illustrated architectural history of Ober-
lin College; an exhibit on the Oberlin ties
of Vernon Johns and Martin Luther
King; and on-line walking tours of local
churches and of women’s history. The
web site offers the promise to develop fur-
ther, says Kornblith, as teachers and stu-
dents engage in historical exploration,
documentation, and interpretation.

Session Content
The first workshop session, which took
place this past Saturday, October 18,
was to ensure that all participants be-
come comfortable with the computer
and Internet concepts and techniques.
The second session, in November, will
be spent learning how to post material
on the World Wide Web. In January
Rosenzweig will talk about recent de-
velopments in the study of American

history and new approaches to teach-
ing American history in public schools,
including the use of CD-ROMs and In-
ternet resources. Rosenzweig will re-
turn in February for the fourth session,
in which discussion will focus on why,
when, and how to use digital technolo-
gies and what constitutes effective
teaching with technology. Participants
will develop strategies for an Internet
search that explores questions related
to the history of diverse populations;
they may also want to think about how
diverse populations may use the new
electronic resources differently.

On each day of  the summer seminar
a morning session will explore a partic-
ular theme or period in Oberlin history;
an early afternoon session will concen-
trate on the varieties of resources avail-
able to students and teachers; and a
later afternoon session will focus on the
development of individual projects for
use in classrooms.

The syllabus for the October work-
shop is at www.oberlin.edu/~EOG/
NEH/Oct_Workshop.htm.

Oberlin History . . .
Continued from page 3

Stephen Sheppard Receives Grant from U.K. Department of Environment
Stephen Sheppard, associate professor
of economics and environmental stud-
ies, has been named corecipient of a
$159,200 (99,500 pounds) research
grant from the U.K. Department of En-
vironment to continue his research on
land-use policy and the benefits of envi-
ronmental quality. The other re-
searcher is Paul Cheshire, professor of
economic geography at the London
School of Economics. Their work—the
two have been working together for

over 13 years on various aspects of the
economic consequences of planning—
has used statistical analysis of house
and land prices to measure the econom-
ic benefits of such environmental fac-
tors as provision of open space and con-
trol of industrial land use.

Their research will result in a model
of the effects of planning policies on land
and housing prices for major urban cen-
ters in England and Wales. Their micro-
simulation model—based on the behav-

ior of individual households and deci-
sion makers in the housing market—is
a computer program that British policy
makers will be able to use to explore and
anticipate the consequences of their de-
cisions, says Sheppard.

The U.K. Department of Environ-
ment will look at the research results
with an eye toward implications for pub-
lic housing as well. The researchers also
hope to draw attention to the differences
between land-use policies that generate

benefits for affluent suburbs and those
that benefit a more diverse group.

Besides providing a useful tool for
evaluating alternative land-use poli-
cies, the project will generate an exten-
sive and unique data set that will be
available for student research through
Oberlin’s Social Science Data Lab, says
Sheppard. “Many good seminar papers
and research projects lurk in data such
as this, and I plan to help students hunt
them down.”
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President Nancy Dye gives members and guests of the
Cleveland City Club her views on the virtual campus. 

http://www.oberlin.edu/~EOG/NEH/Oct_Workshop.htm
http://www.oberlin.edu/~EOG
http://www.oberlin.edu/~wwwcomm/ats/atscurrent/ats0997_news.html
http://www.blpes.lse.ac.uk/

