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Emma Joseph Remembered at Bosworth
About 30 coworkers, friends, and family members gathered last Saturday to remember
the late Emma Joseph and to dedicate two benches in front of Bosworth Hall to her
memory. Joseph was an administrative assistant for the College for more than 30 years
and had worked in the Office of Development and Alumni Affairs, housed in
Bosworth, for 24 of them. She died of cancer January 17 at age 57.

In his dedication remarks Vice President for Development and Alumni
Affairs Young
Dawkins said
the benches
“s ign i fy  the
grace and dig-
nity and care
that  Emma
brought to the
building and
the College.”
Assistant Di-
rector of Gift
Planning Jamie
Jurado,  who
also spoke, re-
called Emma as
someone who
was “a friend
to everyone she
met.” Former
major gifts of-
f icer  Mike
Magoon, in a
letter Jurado

read at the ceremony, praised Joseph for her extraordinary “institutional memory”
and her willingness to go the “extra mile.” Jurado also read comments from former
annual-fund director Ed Tobias ’52. David Clark ’55, former vice president for
development, the third speaker at the dedication, called Joseph a “steady source
through many changes of the College” and said her commitment was “a precious,
precious asset of the College.”

Young Dawkins, Jamie Jurado, and David Clark were the
first to sit on one of “Emma’s benches” following the dedica-
tion ceremony.

Group to Gather and Share Information
about Ergonomics in the Workplace

Amnesty International Director William Schulz ’71 Will Give Baccalaureate Address
William F. Schulz ’71,
executive director of
Amnesty International
(USA), will present the
1996 baccalaureate
address in Finney
Chapel Sunday, May
26, at 4:00. The title
of Schulz’s talk—
based on Ezekiel
37—is “Can These
Bones Live?”

Before his appoint-
ment to the Amnesty
International position
Schulz, an ordained
Unitarian Universal-
ist minister, served the

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA)
for 15 years—the last eight as president.

As UUA president he worked for a variety
of international and social-justice causes. He
led the first visit by a U.S. member of Con-
gress to postrevolutionary Romania in Janu-
ary 1991, two weeks after the fall of Nicolae
Ceausescu. The delegation was instrumental

in improving the rights of religious and eth-
nic minorities in Romania.

Among Schulz’s other global efforts are
fact-finding missions to the Middle East and
Northern Ireland. He also helped create op-
position to U.S. military aid to El Salvador.

From 1985 to 1993 he served on the Coun-
cil of the International Association for Reli-
gious Freedom, the world’s oldest interna-
tional interfaith organization. Outspoken in
his opposition to the death penalty and an
advocate for women’s rights, gay and lesbian
rights, and racial justice, he has written ex-
tensively on behalf of these causes.

A frequent commentator on national and
international radio and television, including
CNN and public broadcasting,  Schulz has
also written for such publications as the New
York Times Book Review and the Christian
Science Monitor. His op-ed pieces have ap-
peared in major newspapers.

Schulz is the author of a book on preach-
ing, Transforming Words, and a book on
theology, politics and practical ministry,
Finding Time and Other Delicacies.

A Phi Beta Kappa graduate of the Col-

Schulz

lege, Schulz earned a master’s degree in
philosophy from the University of Chicago
and a master’s degree in theology from
Meadville/Lombard Theological School (at

the University of Chicago), where he earned
the Doctor of Ministry and received an honor-
ary D.D degree. In 1995 Nova Southeastern
University awarded him an honorary L.H.D.

Responding to what she sees as “more and
more concern about ergonomics” in the work-
place, Director of Environmental Health and
Safety Cheryl Wolfe has begun to assemble a
group of like-minded College employees. (Er-
gonomics—according to the 10th edition of
Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary—
involves “designing and arranging things
people use so that the people and things
interact most efficiently and safely.”) The
group—yet unnamed—will start by collecting
information about computer use.

Addressing potential and ongoing ergo-
nomic problems, such as repetitive stress inju-
ries (RSIs) like carpal tunnel syndrome, can be
a win-win proposition for employees and the
College, Wolfe says. When workers avoid on-
the-job injuries, the College avoids the related
costs of medical expenses and lost labor.

Some of the activities the group may
undertake include

• compiling a notebook of information
about recommended computer-work-
station setups, work practices, adap-
tive technology, relevant exercises,
and local medical resources

• holding a campuswide meeting to fur-
ther computer-safety awareness among
employees

• creating an electronic link from Oberlin
Online to sites on the World Wide
Web with information about work-
place safety

The group will convene for the first time
the first week in June. Persons who wish to
help gather and share information about work-
place ergonomics may call Wolfe at x8810 or
send her QuickMail (she’s in the Service
Building Address Book).

Junior Rebecca Renard Receives Rockefeller Fellowship
The Rockefeller Brothers Foundation has
chosen junior Rebecca Renard to receive one
of the 25 fellowships it awarded this year
nationwide to minority students entering the
teaching profession.

As a young student Renard often found
herself bored but knew it was not the subjects
but the teaching that bored her. Her parents,
both former teachers, had taught her the joy of

learning, she says. Seventh and eighth grades
were the “hardest time” for her.

Now Renard, an African-American-studies
major, plans to teach seventh and eighth grades
and hopes someday to establish an arts-based
school for low-income students.

“Art is just another way of thinking,” she
says, an alternative to mathematical or abstract
thinking. She especially enjoys sculpture, draw-
ing, making batiks, and writing stories.

“[Teaching is] related to making life fun for
people,” she says. “That’s really my passion.”

Adolescents, especially, Renard says, “need
help seeing what’s good in the world.”

Renard had a taste of helping seventh and
eighth graders see what’s good in the world this
past Winter Term, when she did a stint at the
Ruth K. Webb Elementary School, an
Afrocentric public school in Washington,
D.C., her hometown. Last summer she took
groups of 5- to 13-year-olds on field trips and
did other activities with them at the Bald
Eagle Day Camp, also in Washington.

As a Rockefeller fellow this summer Renard
will work on exhibits at Washington’s Capital
Children’s Museum. She wants to know more
about experiential learning and what pedagogies
best engage various age groups. She will be
keeping a journal of her experiences and writ-
ing what she calls a reflection paper. Her men-
tor, Visiting Assistant Professor of Expository

Writing and
English Wendy
Hesford, helped
Renard formu-
late the summer
project and is
he lp ing her
identify gradu-
ate schools that
could help her
toward her goal.
Hesford will
join Renard in
Washington for an August conference of
Rockefeller mentors and fellows.

Oberlin is one of 25 colleges and universi-
ties chosen to participate in the fellowship
program. The Rockefeller Brothers Fund iden-
tifies the 25 institutions as those that show “a
record of commitment to the education of mi-
norities and have as a stated goal the improve-
ment of teaching in the public schools.” Fel-
lows receive up to $18,100 beginning in their
junior years and continuing until they begin
public-school teaching. They receive $2500
stipends for the summer between their junior
and senior years and stipends of between $9000
and $12,000 while in graduate school. They
may receive $1200 annually during their first
three years of teaching to offset education-
related loan repayments.

New College Dean to Start in July 1997;
Admissions Statistics Are Up;
EPPC Seeks Long-Range View
Tuesday’s assembled College Faculty heard
Marcia Colish report on recent college Dean
Search Committee activity. Details of the ap-
pointment of next year’s interim dean—to be-
gin this July 1, succeeding Jim Helm—are
being worked out, she said, and the committee
hopes for a new permanent dean to start July
1, 1997.  A new job description is necessary,
she said, because much about the deanship has
changed since the position was last open. Most
of the difference is in the variety of work units
reporting to the dean. Maggie Robinson, secre-
tary in the Office of Finance, will be the staff
person for the search, which will recruit with
equal seriousness internal and external candi-

dates, Colish, who chairs the committee,
said. Professor of English Kathy Linehan has
gone off the committee because of her com-
mitment to the London Program for next
semester, and Professor of History Clayton
Koppes has filled the opening. Separate fo-
rums for faculty, staff, and students with
three semifinalists  will take place by the end
of the 1996-97 fall semester. Immediately fol-
lowing the faculty meeting the search commit-
tee met and decided to hire personnel recruiters
to help with the search, including the timetable.

In reporting to the College Faculty on the
Educational Plans and Policies Committee

Continued on page 2
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News Notes
Kathleen Chastain, teacher
of flute and chamber music,
recorded a CD in Paris recently
with pianist Noel Lee. In
March she gave a recital, a

group warm-up class, and a master class at
the Youngstown State University Dana
School of Music. • Teacher of Saxophone
Paul Cohen was filmed recently performing
a piece by the late Calvin Hampton ’60 for a
scene in The Mirror Has Two Faces with
Barbra Streisand and Jeff Bridges, due for
November release. Cohen appeared recently
at the Holocaust Museum in Washington,
D.C., in a concert of music by composers
who perished in the Holocaust. He has re-
corded two chamber works by American
composer Mark Consoli for a CRI compact
disc to be released this fall and also plays on
Paul Winter’s recent CD The Man Who
Planted Trees and Mindscape’s CD Rain-
storm. This month Cohen will tour Oregon
universities, giving lectures, recitals, and solo
performances. Clarinet and Saxophone
Magazine of Great Britain recently pub-
lished his article on the history of the Dahl
concerto. Cohen has been appointed to the
faculty of Brevard Summer Music Festival in
North Carolina. • Irving Houck Associate Pro-
fessor in the Humanities Jeffrey Hamburger
has been elected to a three-
year term as chair of the Col-
lege Art Association’s Millard
Meiss Committee. The com-
mittee awards competitive
grants to subsidize publication of scholarly
books in art history. The chair organizes the
committee meetings, which convene twice a
year in New York. Hamburger’s forthcom-
ing Nuns as Artists, University of California
Press, received a Meiss grant last year. Ham-
burger gave a lecture, “Images and Imitation
in the Illustrated Manuscripts of Seuse’s
Exemplar,” April 21 at the Robert Branner
Forum for Medieval Art at Columbia Uni-
versity. He gave the same lecture May 3 at
the University of Toronto as part of the
Brieger Symposium in memory of Robert

Deshman. • Don Hilton , client support ana-
lyst in the Houck Computing
Center, had a short article pub-
lished in the April issue of
Managing Office Technology.
The article, on the downfalls of

doing business on the World Wide Web, was
a companion piece to the feature article “Busi-
ness on the Internet: Is This the Right Time?”
by Oberlin’s former director of administra-
tive computing, Michael Dieckmann.
Dieckmann’s article extensively quoted Cam-
pus Wide Information Service intern Aaron
Seliquini (no photo). • Assistant Professor of
Neuroscience David Holtzman participated
in a symposium on olfactory-cell-cycle analy-
sis at the annual meeting of the Association
for Chemoreception Sciences held April 17-
21 in Sarasota. He demonstrated
the use of the vomeronasal sys-
tem in snakes for 30 high-school
students and six high-school
teachers in an outreach pro-
gram. He brought one of his snakes with him
for the demonstration, spoke for 15 minutes,
and showed a videotape. Later he presented a
paper, “Age-Related Changes in Neuronal
Precursor Cell Dynamics in the Vomeronasal
Epithelium of Garter Snakes,” written with
Catherine L. Clarke ’93, and Linda Leimbach.
He also moderated a conference slide ses-
sion. Although credit is due, he says, to the
whole neuroscience-program staff for its sup-
port, Holtzman is doing most of the planning
for a campus recognition of Brain Awareness
Week May 12-18. During the week 15 gov-
ernment entities, including 11 National Insti-
tutes of Health, will inform the national pub-
lic about the progress and promise of brain
research, including the treatment, cure, and
prevention of brain diseases and disorders
that affect more than 50 million Americans.
Oberlin’s observances will include Mead-
Swing lectures by Stuart Zola May 12 and 13
and tours and demonstrations for local junior
and senior high-school students May 15-17 at
Oberlin’s neuroscience research labs. See
Oberlin Notes for details. • Associate Profes-
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3 Faculty Members Receive
Ohio Arts Council Fellowships
Assistant Professor of Art Johnny Coleman,
Associate Professor of Dance Nusha
Martynuk, and Professor of Politics Ben
Schiff have won Ohio Arts Council (OAC)
Individual Artist Fellowships this year.

“Now that the National Endowment for
the Arts is no longer supporting individual
artists, and funds are tighter everywhere,
these OAC awards are quite important,” says
Federal Grants Officer Barbara Fuchsman.

All the OAC awards are based on the
recipients’ past work, and all are intended to
foster and support the artists’ continued pro-
ductivity in their fields.

With his $5000 fellow-
ship, media-installations
art ist Johnny Coleman
plans to develop his sonic
narrative “Song for Ayo,”
an ongoing work he in-
cluded—with mater ia l
about his performance
piece “Crossroads”—
among his submissions for
the competition. He will
gather stories about fathers
and sons for inclusion in
“Song for Ayo,” and use
the money partly to pay for
advertising, digital tape,
and travel.

With her $10,000 cho-

Bound was one of the pieces Nusha Martynuk submitted
in her application for the Ohio Arts Council Fellowship
she won recently. Johnny Coleman and Ben Schiff also
received OAC fellowships this year.

reography-fellowship award Martynuk would
like to begin work, she says, on some new
choreography in collaboration with Associ-
ate Professor of Dance Carter McAdams and
dancer–choreographer Adam Battlestein, with
whom she has worked previously.

Ben Schiff’s $5000 nonfiction-writing
fellowship will go toward supporting nonfic-
tion writing for a general audience, he says.
Schiff’s OAC submissions were two of the
chapters he wrote for the book he coauthored
with June Goodwin, Heart of Whiteness:
Afrikaners Face Black Rule in the New South
Africa (Scribner, 1995).

Science Grant
Continued from page 4

the computers so that data can be gathered and
analyzed using the newly installed systems.
Associate Professor of Mathematics Rudd
Crawford—who teaches half time in the high
school—will also use the computer lab for
his mathematics courses, and high-school
biology teacher David Crafasi will use it to
teach biology.

With the prospect that this successful
project might end in 1996-97, the College
has applied for additional funding from
HHMI. If successful, the new grant will be
larger, allowing the College to reach more
schools in Lorain County. We will use the
resources of the Lorain County Center for
Leadership in Education to coordinate the
grant. Phyllis DeMark, the center’s director,
hopes to share ideas developed at the various
schools to stimulate educational reform in
science throughout the county. The center
will also work with Oberlin College students
to better prepare them for effective class-
room teaching. The College’s Center for
Service and Learning, headed by Daniel
Gardner, will help coordinate the project for
the College.

Not only has the three-year project ac-
complished the intended goal of HHMI, but
the College’s  science departments now have
an improved relationship with the Oberlin
public schools. Even if we don’t receive the
additional funds, collaboration will continue.

Dennison Smith, professor of psychology
and neuroscience, is coordinator of the
HHMI Precollege Teaching Program.

College Faculty . . .
Continued from page 1

sor of English Nicholas Jones recently
delivered a paper at the Fifth Annual Con-

ference on 18th- and 19th-
century British Women Writ-
ers, held at the University of
South Carolina. His paper,
“Hemans’s Impersonal ‘Voice

of Spring,’” grew out of his continuing work
on the early 19th-century poet Felicia
Hemans. Rereading one of Hemans’s most
popular lyric poems, Jones’s paper negoti-
ates a new position for the biographical and
personal interpretation of late-Romantic and
early-Victorian sentimentality, seeing
Hemans’s poems and their popularity as ex-
pressions of anxieties of a culture, not merely
as reflections of the life and emotions of the
individual poet. Jones also moderated a con-
ference panel called Women and Religion. •
Associate Professor of English Tom Linehan
spoke March 10 at the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Public Li-
brary about his study of Nikkei
resettlement in Cleveland fol-
lowing the Japanese-American
internment camps of World
War II. (Nikkei means of Japanese descent.)
His talk was in conjunction with the
Smithsonian Institution’s traveling exhibit A
More Perfect Union: Japanese Americans
and the U.S. Constitution. • The May 3
Chronicle of Higher Education article “After
the Cold War” quoted Professor of Environ-
mental Studies David Orr. The piece con-

cerns the hazardous waste that
has resulted from 50 years of
universities’ carrying out gov-
ernmental research on energy
and nuclear weapons. While

some academic scientists argue that they have
improved in their respect for the environ-
ment, Orr is not persuaded that scientists
have done enough. The U.S. Energy
Department’s new search for fundamental
scientific advances to clean up after the Cold
War is a sign that something is “fundamen-
tally wrong here,” he told the Chronicle re-
porter. • The May issue of Current History
magazine,  devoted to topics
concerning Africa, carries
“Afrikaners after Apartheid,”
an article by Professor of Poli-
tics Ben Schiff. The article
draws on his research on South Africa. Schiff
and June Goodwin gave talks to Oberlin’s
Spectrum club, Oberlin College’s Friends of
the Library, and to a Cleveland State Univer-
sity continuing-education class in March. His
1995 book Refugees unto the Third Genera-
tion: U.N. Aid to Palestinians (Syracuse Uni-
versity Press) was reviewed in recent issues of

Middle East International and
Middle East Quarterly, and in
the May/June 1996 Foreign Af-
fairs. • Professor Emeritus of
Sociology and Anthropology

Milton Yinger  will receive an honorary doc-
toral degree at Syracuse University May 12.

P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

 B
Y

 J
O

H
N

 S
E

Y
F

R
IE

D

(EPPC) Associate Dean Carol Lasser sug-
gested changing the procedures for making
additions to staff. She urged broadening
the factors considered when assigning
scarce faculty resources in times of stable
faculty size and noted difficulties in rank-
ing individual requests without institution-
wide curricular directions. Lasser also
urged consideration of the impact of staff-
ing decisions on learning—both in stu-
dents’ majors and in their broader liberal
arts education.  A brief discussion ensued
about the possible need for long-range cur-

ricular planning by the faculty as a whole.
A letter from Director of Admissions Debra

Chermonte, read by Helm in her absence, re-
layed that the College of Arts and Sciences has
filled the first-year-student target of 615 for the
Class of 2000 without going to the wait list. The
admit rate was 64 percent, comparing favorably
with last year’s admit rate of 72 percent. Ten
fewer students of color were admitted, however
(109 compared with 119). SAT scores were up
nine points on the verbal test and five in math.
Chermonte said that faculty admissions support
has “added tremendously” to the successful
admissions picture.

Helm recognized, with brief profiles, retir-
ing faculty members Diane Vreuls, associate

Continued on page 3
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Letters
Librarians, Administrative and Professional Staff Council Consider Status of A&PS Employees
We thank director of human resources Ruth
Spencer for her candor and willingness to
answer tough questions about Administra-
tive and Professional Staff (A&PS) employ-
ment (Observer April 12). Ms. Spencer made
several statements that warrant response.

Many of us have been employed as librar-
ians at Oberlin for more than a decade, during
a time of significant changes in the library and
in information technology. The knowledge re-
quired to perform our jobs changes continually,
and initiating new programs and services in
the library has become the norm. Based on
our experience, we do not believe that the
assertion “The College needs the fluidity of
the Administrative and Professional Staff to
make change” is always valid. Long-term
employment of librarians is no less valuable
for the College than long-term employment
of faculty and other staff. Our collective
experience and knowledge has been immea-
surably useful during periods of rapid change.

We do not agree with the assumption that
the quality of administrative and professional
staff is irrelevant to students. Ms. Spencer’s
statement “The faculty is part (our emphasis)
of our advertisement” is telling. We suggest
that the other part of Oberlin’s appeal to
students depends very much on the abilities
of librarians and other A&PS to teach, de-
velop, and provide essential services and
programs, act as mentors and counselors, and
facilitate personal and educational growth in
our students. Students are interested in aca-
demic support and the overall quality of
campus life. We maintain that the experience
of dedicated professionals and employees at
all levels helps insure the success of those
programs.

We have chosen our profession because
we value higher education. Many of us have
purposely rejected the corporate model that
Ms. Spencer describes as the norm.  Further,
we have chosen Oberlin because we support
its particular mission as a liberal arts institu-
tion. It is, therefore, disheartening to realize
that A&PS positions and compensation lev-
els are especially vulnerable during periods
of budgetary stress. Some perceive that the
many contributions we make are often taken
for granted and undervalued.

Finally, we question the accuracy of the
statement “our salaries are competitive, or
we wouldn’t be seeing the large and qualified
pool of applicants we see for open A&PS
positions.” Our experience in the library
shows that not all national searches yield
large numbers of applicants. Even when there
is a large applicant pool, we are not always
able to hire the best qualified candidate, due
in large part to our noncompetitive salaries.
The number of applicants for a given posi-
tion surely depends on many factors. We
suspect it is not possible to generalize the
applicant pools of an employee group as

diverse as the A&PS.
Ms. Spencer has attempted to address the

issues of a complex employee group with a
somewhat mechanistic approach.  It is to her
credit that she is grappling with these ques-
tions. The real issue is not Ms. Spencer’s
answers—rather it is the premises on which
those answers are based, and the need to find
more logical systems for A&PS classifica-
tion and salary. We have had constructive
conversations with Ms. Spencer and Vice
President Evans concerning these issues, and
hope to continue the dialogue.

Kathy Abromeit, Public Services Librar-
ian, Conservatory Library; Eric Carpen-
ter, Collection Development Librarian;
Haipeng Li, Reference Librarian; Jack
Knapp, Technical Services Librarian,
Conservatory Library; Maurine McCourry,
Catalog Librarian, Conservatory Library;
Linda Richer, Music Monographs Cata-
loger; Alison Ricker, Science Librarian;
Jeff Weidman, Art Librarian; Dan Zager,
Conservatory Librarian

Members of the (A&PS) Council were
pleased to see the exchange between the
Observer and Director of Human Resources
Ruth Spencer in the April 12 issue. Ms.
Spencer’s open and direct responses are com-
mendable. Since April 12 Ms. Spencer has
clarified some of her remarks in various
meetings with members of the A&PS, and
we appreciate her willingness to continue the
dialogue. We would like to address here a
few remaining concerns.

We agree that a strong faculty is critical to
the success of the institution but argue that
teaching faculty are only part of the package
that students seek and demand at Oberlin.
Students also expect relevant high-quality
nonacademic programs, services, and facili-
ties, best administered by dedicated profes-
sionals committed to supporting the Col-
lege mission. This level of commitment and
dedication is not fostered in an environment
that encourages “fluidity of the administra-
tive and professional staff” to institute change.
Change is better implemented, we believe, in
an atmosphere that relies on the experience
of long-term employees and supports pro-
fessionals in developing new areas of ex-
pertise. Given the diversity of professions
involved, it is impossible to generalize and
assume that long-term employment of ad-
ministrative and professional staff is any
less valuable than long-term employment
in other sectors of the College.

We are concerned also by the tacit accep-
tance of differences that result when “super-
visors are given discretion in establishing the
increases and nonincreases in their employ-
ees’ salary.” The possibility that a profes-
sional employee who is given satisfactory
evaluations year after year might also receive
the smallest salary increase among the A&PS
generally, due to the supervisor’s discretion,
runs counter to the principle of fairness we
expect to see at Oberlin. Setting aside a
portion of the A&PS salary pool to address
inequities in the salary system will perhaps
address these concerns, and we appreciate
President Dye’s commitment to this goal.

Finally, we want to address the assump-
tion that A&PS salaries are competitive, based
on the size and quality of applicant pools for
open A&PS positions. The number of appli-
cants for open positions in the A&PS or in
any group is determined by many factors
besides salary, and cannot be used reliably as
an indicator of salary competitiveness for a
given position. We would appreciate more
quantitative benchmarks for determining
equity with the external market, taking into
account the specific markets for each profes-
sion represented in the A&PS. It is a complex
undertaking, and we understand that Presi-
dent Dye, Ms. Spencer, and others on the
senior staff recognize the need for such data.
The Council stands ready to help gather and
interpret reliable data, and looks forward to
continued discussions.

Alison Ricker, Science Librarian, 1995-96
Chair of A&PS Council

Students and Faculty
Pair Up for McNair
and Mellon Projects
The College has awarded 18 internships to
Oberlin students under the first year of the
three-year Ronald E. McNair Post-Bacca-
laureate Achievement Program, and four fel-
lowships to students under the seventh and
final year of the Mellon Minority Under-
graduate Fellowship Program. Both programs
sponsor summer research collaboration be-
tween students and faculty and aim to en-
courage the students’ later enrolling in Ph.D.
programs and then entering research, teach-
ing, or other careers that require the doctor-
ate. (See Observers of September 28, 1995,
and February 2, 1989.)  McNair collabora-
tion emphasizes the student as an intern with
a faculty researcher while the Mellons stress
student-initiated research with faculty men-
tors. See the chart on this page for who’s who
and what’s what in this summer’s projects.

McNairMcNairMcNairMcNairMcNair

MellonMellonMellonMellonMellon
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This summer Assistant Professor of
Art Nanette Macias and sophomore
Sarresa Richardson will work on
material-research and construction
projects under the McNair program.

College Faculty . . .
Continued from page 2

professor of creative writing; Tom Sherman,
professor of biology; and Carl Peterson, pro-
fessor of English. The profiles are available
as a link from the electronic version of this
Observer at http://www.oberlin.edu/~ob-
server/obs_issues.html.

Fund-Sponsorship
Correction
The Williams-Smith Lectureship Fund spon-
sored the April 19-20 conference Takings,
Land Use and the Environment. An incorrect
name for the fund was supplied to the Office
of Communications and published in the
April 26 Observer.

African American Studies Preparation of Course Material for Caribbean History James Millette Roslyn Sandy, junior
African American Studies Society and Politics in Africa Yakubu Saaka Nneka Emenyonu
Art Art Studio Assistant/Material Research and Construction Nanette Macias Sarresa Richardson, sophomore
Biology Trace Element Content of Rock Powders as Determined by Bioassay David Miller Pritham Khalsa, junior
Chemistry Catalytic Properties of Hemoglobins and Myoglobins Bill Fuchsman Jessica Taylor, junior
Economics Interactive Computer Tutorials in Economics David Cleeton Sergio Acevedo, junior
English Narratives of Community by Charles Chesnutt and Alice Dunbar-Nelson Sandy Zagarell Jeffrey Cabusao, junior
German German Literature and Terrorism in the Seventies Steve Huff Jamie Trnka, sophomore
History French Magazines and Gender Issues, 1925-1945 Robert Soucy Amy Evans, junior
History Shcherbatov’s Corruption of Morals in Russia Heather Hogan Charles Watson, junior
Music Education Writing a Book for Use in the String Preparatory Program Joanne Erwin Aisha Ahmed, sophomore
Neuroscience Spatial Learning and Memory in Corn Snakes David Holtzman Winifred Amaya, junior
Politics Postmodernism and Green Political Theory Harlan Wilson Samantha Sansevere, sophomore
Politics Public and Service Sector Trade Unionism in Britain Chris Howell Monica Bielski, junior
Politics Social Science, Social Facts, and the Rights of Subordinated Groups Ron Kahn Abel Zamora, sophomore
Sociology Longitudinal Analysis of Time Use:  Using the National Survey of Families Daphne John Melissa Calivis, sophomore

and Households to Understand Changing Work and Family Patterns in the U.S. Charna Kieber, sophomore
Vocal Studies A Comparative Investigation of Popular and Classical Techniques of Singing Richard Miller David Moore, senior

African American Studies Black Literary Imagination—Beyond and within the Black Experience Caroline Jackson-Smith Kiese Laymon, sophomore
African American Studies Caribbean Women’s History James Millette Nicole Pierce, first year
English Third World Literature Katherine Linehan Vayram Nyadroh, first year
Sociology A Thin Line—Citizenship Bill Norris Gloria Gonzalez, sophomore

Department                 Department                 Department                 Department                 Department                        Research Title                                                                                                             Research Title                                                                                                             Research Title                                                                                                             Research Title                                                                                                             Research Title                                                                                                                     Faculty Member    Faculty Member    Faculty Member    Faculty Member    Faculty Member                             Student and Class YearStudent and Class YearStudent and Class YearStudent and Class YearStudent and Class Year

                      McNair and Mellon Faculty-Student Research Projects, Summer 1996McNair and Mellon Faculty-Student Research Projects, Summer 1996McNair and Mellon Faculty-Student Research Projects, Summer 1996McNair and Mellon Faculty-Student Research Projects, Summer 1996McNair and Mellon Faculty-Student Research Projects, Summer 1996
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Precollege Science-Teaching Program
Benefits Oberlin College Students, Helps Local Schools

Children are born curious about the world. The
study of science and mathematics can channel
and nurture childhood curiosity and imagina-
tion, but because the natural world is compli-
cated and science and math are not easy to
understand, children too often lose interest.
When this happens, fewer bright minds are
available to make the next scientific discovery,
and the public gives less support to science—
because people who don’t understand science
are less likely to value it.

As researchers and teachers, scientists
hold the light that can show children the way
to a lifelong adventure. But as scientists, how
do we capture children’s imagination and
pass the torch?

During the last two and a half years, I, along
with several other science-faculty members
(Danforth Professor of Biology David Benzing,
Associate Professor of Biology Roger
Laushman, Associate Professor of Chemistry
Michael Nee, Professor of Geology Bruce
Simonson, and Associate Professor of Physics
Dan Stinebring) and science majors at the Col-
lege have been privileged to participate in the
Oberlin College–Howard Hughes Medical In-
stitute Precollege Teaching Program.

The Howard Hughes Medical Institute
(HHMI) initiated the program to foster science-
teaching partnerships between institutes of
higher education and primary and secondary
schools. Oberlin applied for the HHMI grant
because some of us detected an interest in
precollege science teaching among College
students and recognized that a significant num-
ber of science majors enter teaching careers
after graduation. With Oberlin no longer offer-
ing an education major, students had little op-
portunity to assess their interest in science
teaching and their suitability for the career. We
wanted to provide that opportunity.

The three-year $50,000 grant we received in
1993 lets College science students work in
Oberlin public-school classrooms, helping
teachers develop and implement science-re-
lated programs and activities. By agreeing to
work with an Oberlin College student on a
science-related activity, teachers in the Oberlin
public schools gain access to the resources of
the grant—including money for supplies,
equipment, and other activities and the oppor-
tunity to consult with scientists at the College.

The College awarded seven grants to teach-
ers in the program’s first year and nine this year;
next year the College will sponsor 13 projects.

By the end of next school year 40 College
students will have worked with 25 public-
school teachers, and their work will have had
a positive effect on the education of hundreds
of public-school children.

Participants’ Reactions
Reactions of the College students who
have participated in the program have been
favorable.

“I think this is an excellent program,” one
student has said. “I have gotten a lot out of it—
more than [from] just tutoring, which I’ve done
in the past. The teachers allowed me to work
with small groups (three to five [students]),
which is more challenging than working one
on one. I learned a lot, and because of the
experience I became more effective.”

“I really liked my experience with the
HHMI teaching program,” another has said.
“The students benefited from the many hands-
on experiments. From what I observed, the
students easily absorbed the material. The pro-
gram demonstrated that hands-on science is
a great way to get students involved in learn-
ing. They loved it. I’d participate again.”

Two students also told us that their par-
ticipation has encouraged them to enter the
teaching profession and that previously they
would not have considered this option.

Not only are the public schools materi-
ally richer and better equipped to teach sci-
ence now, but the program has stimulated
teachers to think creatively of ways in which
science teaching might be made more en-
gaging. One teacher put it this way:

“This has been a super experience for me
and my students. Our science lab was en-
riched, and having the extra help in lab was
tremendous for our students. Thank you for
your generous gifts of supplies and material.
Every chance I have, I [tell] our parents
about the HHMI program and [mention]
how Oberlin College has taken a positive
interest in our schools.”

Impact on the Schools
The grant’s impact on the Oberlin schools can
also be gleaned from descriptions of a few
teaching activities the grant has funded. First-
and-second-grade teachers Sharon Blecher and
Kathy Jaffee, working with Dan Stinebring,
have developed a hands-on learning program
that combines teaching art with teaching sci-
ence. When students learn about the art of

Alexander Calder, for example, they also
study the principles of levers and balance
points. When the class  studies musical in-
struments and their sounds, they also study
the sense of hearing. They use an oscilloscope
to record and look at the sounds the instru-
ments produce. Then they relate ideas like
frequency, amplitude, and timbre to the op-
eration of the ear.
     Grant funds have purchased a multimedia
computer for Blecher and Jaffee’s classroom.
The computer’s sound and video features make
possible the integration of science, math, and art
with computer programs like Thinkin’ Things,
a teaching tool that allows children to manipu-
late geometric shapes, motion, and sound.
     The teachers also use the computer to con-
nect to the Internet. With the help of a College
student, all the students in Blecher and Jaffee’s
class have created their own World Wide Web
homepages; later they’ll learn to access Internet
resources for school work.

Other Laboratory Resources
Elementary-school teachers Gail Burton, Nancy
Monaghan, Rachael Koch, Sara Lee, Phyllis
Baumann, and Virginia Roger have used HHMI
money to build laboratory resources for their
classrooms. The first year of the grant had
some of them building an indoor greenhouse
that enabled students to study the growth of
seeds and plants. During the second year they
used the funds to build a weather station. The
sensors for the system, located outside the
building, feed information to instruments in
the classroom. Students use the system to
learn about collecting, analyzing, and graphing
data. Next year one group plans to build a small
vivarium that will house a variety of animals
and allow students to observe their behavior.

Hughes funds have facilitated science teach-
ing for special-need students, too. John Memmott
teaches classes for gifted and talented fourth-
and fifth-graders. He has used computer equip-
ment bought through the grant to help his class
gather and present material for presentations at
a local science fair. Oberlin College students—
the classes’ advisors, mentors, motivators, and
assistants—help  Memmott’s students learn how
to use computers, the Internet, and library re-
sources to research topics of interest.

HHMI funds have helped students with learn-
ing disabilities as well. Sue McDaniel uses a
computer and software to teach disabled stu-
dents scientific concepts. In a project planned

for next year two teachers at Prospect School,
Craig Enos and Elaine Clark, will main-
stream educationally handicapped students
with other students. With Oberlin College
students’ help same-age nonhandicapped stu-
dents will help teach science to the handi-
capped students, in part by developing com-
puter exercises and hands-on material for
topics such as health, geology, and ecology.

One of the most successful ways in which
the Hughes money has been used is to fund
field trips and other opportunities beyond the
public schools’ budget. Cheryl Kruger, a
teacher at Langston Middle School, has taken
80 students to Kelley’s Island so far, and
plans more trips there this year and next. The
trips focus on science. On the island, students
visit a fish hatchery; explore the island’s caves
and geology; and use chemical kits to gather
water samples that are analyzed as part of a
water-quality and ecology experiment.

A trip planned for next year will focus on
part of the third-grade curriculum: inventors
and inventions. Jan Demarinas and Jean
Ebosh, the teachers involved in this project,
will work with a College science student to
develop material on inventors who have lived
in Oberlin (including Charles Martin Hall,
Philo Stewart, Moses Fleetwood Walker, and
Phil Ohly). As part of the project, third- and
fourth-graders will visit Inventure Place, the
newly opened science museum in Akron.

High-School Computer Lab
One of the most interesting projects funded by
the grant involves collaboration between a par-
ent and several teachers in the high school.
Noting the lack of a modern computer labora-
tory and a lack of funds, parent Steve Douglass
is using the recycled, functional parts of used
computers donated by community members to
construct ten 386 or later-model IBM-clone
computers. HHMI funds will purchase VGA
monitors, additional memory chips, and
motherboards. High-school students will help
build and install the computers in the class-
room. (By the way, if you have spare computer
parts—including the drives from 286s—
Douglass would be happy to hear from you. He
lives in Oberlin and can be reached by phone).

High-school physics teacher Gary Kaminski
has worked with Douglass and will receive
HHMI-grant funds to buy new equipment for
his physics lab. Some of it will interface with

Michael Enos, Simon Kornblith, and Takisha Lee, students in Sharon Blecher’s and
Kathy Jaffe’s class at Eastwood School in Oberlin, use a multimedia computer to
learn about art and science. Dan Stinebring, associate professor of physics, has been
working on projects with the teachers and Oberlin College junior Kim Ekey.

Parents Brent Turner, left, and Steve Douglass, far right, work with high-school
students Brian Burgess and Ralph Douglass to reconstruct IBM-clone computers
from discarded parts. High-school student Paul Koch, front, works on the comput-
ers, too. All three high-schoolers happen to be special students at the College.

Continued on page 2

By Dennison Smith



Tribute to retiring faculty members in the College of Arts and Sciences
by James J. Helm,   5/7/96

Since this is the last meeting of the College of Arts and Sciences this academic year, I
thought it would be appropriate to pause for a moment and recognize three members of the faculty
who are retiring.

Carl A. Peterson received his undergraduate and masters level degrees from Pennsylvania
State University and then took the PhD in English at the University of Wisconsin, with a
dissertation on "The Poetry and Painting of D.G. Rossetti".  His entire scholarly career was
devoted to Oberlin College and its students, and to 18th Century English literature and the English
novel, with appropriate time off for good behavior to study and write on that literature, on literary
illustration, and on the English country house and landscape.  His publications concern various
works of Rossetti, both textual and visual, and include among other things a study of Rosetti's
sources in Homer's Iliad (to mention my own field).  For many years he was a stalwart of Choice,
writing for that service numerous reviews on English literature and criticism, before turning his
attention once more to the intersection of literature and art in book illustration, with several
publications on illustrations of Kent, Vanderbank, and Hogarth, as well as the general picture of
book illustration in Hanoverian Britain, from 1714-1837.  This interdisciplinary interest in the
intersection of literature and visual art (and landscaping, too) provided the impetus for a number of
new courses, as well as a refocusing of several of his old standards within the curriculum.
Students have appreciated the very large amount of knowledge and intellectual challenge Carl's
class presentations have to offer, and of course have profited enormously from the energy Carl
regularly expends on the Fellowships Committee.  His colleagues praise his scholarly expertise,
his intellectual and pedagogical enterprise in branching out into new inderdisciplinary territory, and
we are all well aware of his bright smile, his deep intellect, and his unfailing courtesy towards all.

Thomas Fairchild Sherman was born in Ithaca, New York, came to Oberlin as a George F.
Baker Scholar and graduated Phi Beta Kappa with a BA in Chemistry.  After a DPhil in
Biochemistry as a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford he returned to Oberlin as a Visiting Assistant
Professor of Zoology for a year.  Postdocs at Yale and Harvard bracketed three years as Visiting
Assistant Professor of Zoology at Pomona College, and then back to Oberlin for a remarkable 30-
year career in the Biology Department.  Subsequent sabbaticals at Oxford as an NSF Fellow in
Physiology, and at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine in Biomedical Engineering
gives a sense of the breadth of scholarship Tom brought to his teaching here at his alma mater.  He
has co-authored an introductory Biology textbook, entitled Biology: The Integrity of Organisms
and published papers in a variety of areas, including organic chemistry, the branching of blood
vessels, respiratory physiology and lung mechanics, as well as several historical and biographical
studies on major figures in science.  A list of courses which he introduced to the curriculum gives
concreteness to that breadth:  Science in Historical Perspective, The Natural History of North
America, The World in Winter, Wilderness Studies, Biogeography and Natural History of Britain,
Mathematical Biology, On Size and Form in Nature, and The Architecture of Life.  I got some
sense of that breadth and enthusiasm last week when Tom based his Sigma Xi lecture on the topic
of his most recent book, due out from Oxford in the Fall, A Place on the Glacial Till, a geological,
botanical, zoological, and anthropological history of Northern Ohio.  As his colleagues in the
Biology Department have said, Tom "employs his mathematical skills, his abiding interest in the
history of science, and a certain philosophical frame of mind in his teaching that provides students
with a perspective on biology they can obtain from no one else.  He develops a remarkable level of
enthusiasm, respect, and rapport with his students."  He is a person who regularly makes
perceptive observations, asks astute questions, and generally helps us all take a longer and deeper
view of the issues of the day.

Diane Vreuls took two BA's with honors, one at the University of Wisconsin, and one at
St. Hilda's College, Oxford, where she also received the MA.  A Phi Beta Kappa graduate, her
advanced work was supported by both a Woodrow Wilson Fellowship and a Marshall
Scholarship.  In addition to various writing and editing jobs early in her career, she has been a
Guest Writer in Residence at Wells College, and also at Pitzer College in Claremont.  Her writings
include poetry ("Three Oberlin Postcards" and a collection entitled, Instructions), a novel with the
intriguing title, Are We There Yet?, a children's book (Sums: A Looking Game), and her particular
forté, the short story, with such titles as "The Alice P. Gamboe Strip", "Facing the Cold", "A



Town Like Kansas", "Stoke Sobel in Polk", "The Mary Mystery", "Four Bean Stores", and
"Beebee", which were published in important journals such as the Iowa Review, the Paris Review,
Prairie Schooner, Shenandoah, the Michigan Quarterly Review, and the New Yorker.  A number
of these stories have been collected in her book, Let Us Know.  Diane became a member of the
Creative Writing faculty here at Oberlin in 1977, and has helped mold generations of writing
students since then.  One of her salutory projects was to compile a bibliography of contemporary
"minority" literatures in Asian-American, Hispanic-American, African-American, Native
American, and gay prose, poetry and drama for the library, and to try to work them into the basic
courses in the Creative Writing Program.  In her own courses she combines rigor with tact and
seems to be able to put her finger on the problems of a student story in a way that students find
immensely helpful and appreciate greatly.  Recognized by her program as a superb and natural
teacher, she has brought prose fiction writing at Oberlin to new heights of excellence.

These are three colleagues whose enormous contributions to the life of Oberlin College
over two and three decades we -- and our students -- shall surely miss.  We wish them well as they
begin a whole new stage of development and at last gain control of their own time.  Please join me
in the reception which we have organized over in the Rice Faculty Lounge, but first a round of
applause for their wonderfully effective efforts on behalf of this vital community.


