
Fourteen planning teams that Presi-
dent Nancy Dye created in consultation
with the Planning Advisory Committee
(PAC) began meeting this month. The
teams were formed around ideas gen-
erated in planning discussion groups
held over the fall. Composed of faculty,
staff, and students, each team has or
will have representation from the
Board of Trustees and alumni.

By early April the planning teams
will have completed their work of gath-
ering information from persons in the
campus community; alumni; members
of the board; and, where appropriate,
members of other academic institu-
tions. Based on the gathered informa-
tion the teams will then recommend
broad strategies. The strategies should
give Oberlin “clear directions for plan-
ning by divisions, departments, faculty,
and students over time,” says Acting
Dean of the Conservatory Kathryn
Stuart, member of the PAC.

“This is an inclusive process that will
depend on a large amount of consul-
tation for its success,” says Stuart.
“And the
recommen-
d a t i o n s
will be con-
sonant with Oberlin’s values, ex-
pressed in the four elements of the
Oberlin mission: intellectual rigor,
artistic vibrancy, social commitment,
and diversity and access.”

After they finish gathering informa-
tion, teams will capture their thinking
in brief documents that contain short
rationales for each recommendation.
The entire campus community will dis-
cuss the team reports in April, and in
May the president and the advisory
committee will create from the reports
and discussions a final planning docu-
ment. Dye will present the final plan-
ning document to the faculty in May
and to the Board of Trustees in June.
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The College has received a gift of $3 mil-
lion from Cleveland philanthropist
Adam Lewis for the completion of the
proposed Environmental Studies Cen-
ter (ESC), President Nancy Dye an-
nounced earlier this month.

“Thanks to this generous gift, Ober-
lin plans to break ground for the center,
one of the most advanced ecologically
conceived buildings in America, this
summer,” said Dye. Vice President Al
Gore has been asked to turn the first
spade of earth; the building should be
ready for occupancy in fall 1998.

Three more recent gifts for the cen-
ter’s construction—$80,000 from the
Compton Foundation, $50,000 from

the John P. Murphy Foundation, and
$100,000 from an anonymous
donor—and another recent gift to-
ward the endowment that will cover
maintenance costs of the building—
$100,000 from the GAR Foundation—
virtually assure the realization of the
revolutionary structure.

Besides resolving space con-
straints for the Environmental Stud-
ies Program at the College, the ESC
will be a pedagogical model for cut-
ting-edge ecological design and 21st-
century environmental education,
says David Orr, professor of environ-
mental studies and politics and sole
fund-raiser for the building. Orr is

writing a book about the
Oberlin project.

William McDonough and
Partners, architects based in
Charlottesville, Virginia, are
leading the design process of
the ESC.  McDonough, whom
Orr has described as “an in-
candescent mind,” is receiving
marked attention from nation-
al media of late: public radio’s
Living on Earth featured him
in a recent episode, and the
January issue of Wired maga-
zine profiled him. His profile in
the October 1996 issue of Veg-
etarian Times refers to the
ESC as “the most advanced
ecologically conceived building
in America.” Dean of the Uni-
versity of Virginia School of Ar-
chitecture, McDonough re-
cently launched the Institute
for Sustainable Design to edu-
cate the public, businesses,
and professionals about eco-
logical, economic, and social
sustainability as design issues.

The latest model of the Environmental Studies Building shows the au-
ditorium at far right, behind the pond. The auditorium roof will be cov-
ered in sod; another will be of material that collects solar energy. The
design of the ESC allows many of the structure’s elements to be ex-
changed as improvements in building technology and materials devel-
op, so the building won’t be locked into today’s construction solutions.

Adam Lewis Gift of $3 Million
Helps Assure Construction
of Environmental Studies Building

If the Observer’s count is right, Oberlin
College is offering 45 courses this year
that have never been taught at the
school before. The Department of His-
tory leads the pack with the most new
courses—count ’em: 10.

“This cornucopia of new courses tes-
tifies to the fertile imaginations and in-
tense dedication of the Oberlin faculty,”
says Clayton Koppes, dean of the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences. “These cours-
es give continuing vitality to our cur-
riculum, as professors introduce
cutting-edge material that keeps Ober-
lin abreast of the fast-changing world of
knowledge. Many of these courses
break disciplinary boundaries and put
together ideas from disparate fields—
in some cases from areas of study
scarcely imagined a decade ago. The
commitment to diversity, general edu-
cation, and international foci are partic-
ularly striking.”

Here is part one of the rundown of
new courses, arranged by alphabetical
order of department within academic
division. This issue of the Observer cov-
ers courses in the social and behavioral
sciences and in the natural sciences
and mathematics. Part two, which  will
appear in the February 14 issue, will
cover college courses in the arts and hu-
manities and conservatory courses.

Social and Behavioral Sciences
What are the hot issues surrounding
the display of native American artifacts
in museums? Students who take Mu-

seum Anthropology with Linda
Grimm, associate professor of anthro-
pology, next semester will find this
out—and a whole lot more. Grimm’s
new course will examine the historical
context of museums, emphasizing vari-
ous modes of collection and exploring
some of the diverse agendas under
which museums have operated—in-
cluding the highly contentious present-
day exhibition environment.

The economics department will offer
the new course Alternative Dispute
Resolution in the spring semester,
taught by Hirschel Kasper, Dan-
forth/Lewis Professor of Economics,
and William Perlik, adjunct professor of
economics (and chair of the Board of
Trustees). The course will focus on em-
ployment and labor relations.

A new environmental studies
course, Climate Change: Causes and
Consequences, will give a physical ex-
planation of global change and explore
the consequences of such change to nat-
ural systems and human society. The
course will emphasize methods of
analysis and current levels of social and
scientific uncertainty as they relate to
the topics. Teaching the course will be
David Benzing, Danforth Professor of
Biology; Lynn Fisher, visiting instruc-
tor of anthropology; David Orr, profes-
sor of environmental studies and poli-
tics; and Bruce Simonson and Steven
Wojtal, both professors of geology.

Last semester the history depart-

45 New Courses Bring Oberlin
to the Cutting Edge in Offerings

Planning Teams Get Under Way
Discussion of the Environmental Studies
Center was the final topic in Reducing the
Human Footprint: A Symposium on Issues of
Sustainability, an alumni event held on cam-
pus January 17-19. Presenters included Pro-
fessor of Environmental Studies David Orr,
who began the symposium with an overview
of sustainability; Professor of Philosophy Nor-
man Care, whose talk was “Moralizing Na-
ture: From Environmental Crisis to Ecolog-
ical Conscience”; Danforth Professor of
Biology David Benzing, who spoke on biot-
ic impoverishment; and Cheryl Wolfe, di-
rector of environmental health and safety,
who reported on the Black River Water-
shed Educational Project with help from
Environmental Studies Intern Brad Masi.
Orr delivered the closing remarks on the
ESC. The audience of about 50 included
students, parents of current students, staff,
and representatives from the Cuyahoga
Planning Commission. The Alumni Associ-
ation sponsored the symposium.

Alumni Program Draws 50 to
Consider Sustainability

Continued on page 3
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published “Mathe-
matical SAT Test
Scores and College
Chemistry Grades,”
by Harry Spencer,
visiting distin-
guished professor of
chemistry, in its De-
cember 1996 issue.
Harry’s findings about the correlations
will be reported in an upcoming issue of
the Observer. • Roland and Almita
Vamos, professor of violin and viola

and professor of violin, respectively,
have won the 1997 Distinguished Ser-
vice Award of the American String
Teachers Association (ASTA). They
will be honored at a banquet during the
association’s annual convention Febru-
ary 28-March 2. Jack Benny received
ASTA’s first Distinguished Service
Award in 1964. • Steven Volk, associ-

ate professor of histo-
ry, has published an
article in the Report
on the Americas30:4
(January/February
1997), issued by the
North American
Congress on Latin
America (NACLA).

The article, “‘Democracy’ versus
‘Democracy’”—one of a series of articles
commissioned for NACLA’s 30th an-
niversary, surveys the difficult path of
democracy in the last 30 years in Latin
America. Steve presented a paper at
the American Historical Association’s
annual meeting in New York City Jan-
uary 3. The paper was titled “‘A Great
Engine of State’: National Banking and
National Imagination in the Forma-
tion of Chile, 1811-1860.”

Catherine McCormick has been
promoted from associate to full pro-
fessor of biology. Charles Couch,
teacher of trumpet (spring semester)
and Xueren Wang, visiting profes-
sor of mathematics, have been reap-
pointed to the positions they held last
year. The art museum’s assistant reg-
istrar, Kimberlie Gumz Fixx, re-
turned December 1 after a year-long
maternity leave. December 31 was
the last day at Oberlin for Wendy
Brisbane, intern and assistant to the
registrar of the art museum; Cyn-
thia Heubner, visiting assistant
professor of biology; and Maxim
Mogilevsky, visiting assistant pro-
fessor of pianoforte. Brisbane had
been here since October 1995; Heub-
ner was at Oberlin since July 1996;
and Mogilevsky began his Oberlin af-
filiation in February 1996. Director of
the Allen Memorial Art Museum
Anne Moore left December 31, and
Marjorie Wieseman, former cura-
tor of western art and former acting
curator of modern and contemporary
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“Strung-Out,” the latest work by
Richard Adams, teacher of composi-
tion and theory, was premiered in Oc-
tober by the new music ensemble of the
Albany Symphony Orchestra. The
piece, for electric violin and chamber or-
chestra, was commissioned by the en-
semble and presented as part of its
New American Voices concert. Richard
was awarded a composer’s residency at
the MacDowell Colony for this month.
• Richard Anderson, associate pro-
fessor of singing,
will deliver the nar-
ration for Sergei
Prokofieff’s Peter
and the Wolf Sun-
day, February 2, in
a Warner Concert
Hall town-gown per-
formance to benefit
the scholarship fund of the MAD Fac-
tory. • Fathers & Sons: Stories from
Here, a sculptural sound installation by
Johnny Coleman, assistant profes-

sor of art, opened at
the Fireland Asso-
ciation for the Visu-
al Arts (FAVA) in
downtown Oberlin
January 18 and con-
tinues until Febru-
ary 13. Johnny will
give an informal

talk about the show February 8 at
FAVA. He based the work on voices
and images drawn from stories told by
local residents as well as his own expe-
riences. • Norman Craig, Biggs Pro-
fessor in the Natur-
al Sciences, gave
the 20th Percy L.
Julian Memorial
Lecture at DePauw
University Decem-
ber 5. The title of
his speech was
“African-American
Chemists I Have Known.” The written
program refers to Norm as “one of
America’s leading chemical educators.”
Earlier in the day Norm gave a re-
search talk at DePauw, “Mirabile
Dictu: Complete Structures of Nonpo-

lar Molecules from the Analysis of
High-Resolution Infrared Spectra.”
Norm notes that Julian’s son, Percy L.
Julian, Jr. ’62, took general chemistry
with him in 1959, when the younger
Julian was a freshman at Oberlin. “One
of our office labs in Kettering has a
plaque acknowledging a gift for its con-
struction from the Percy Julian family,”
he adds. • Professor of Music Theory
Warren Darcy, acting associate dean
of the conservatory
until spring semes-
ter, participated this
fall as an outside
evaluator in two
tenure-review cases,
one at Carleton Col-
lege and one at
Connecticut Col-
lege. He recently served on the Society
for Music Theory’s Special Awards
Committee, which involved evaluating
about 20 articles and as many books. •
Peter Dominguez, associate profes-

sor of jazz studies
and bass, performed
with pianist John
Lewis at the Belling-
ham Music Festival
in Bellingham,Wash-
ington, in August.
Peter, principal bass-
ist with the Ameri-

can Sinfonietta, is featured performing
Camille Saint Saëns’s “The Elephant”
with pianists Joseph and Anthony
Paratore on a recently released two-vol-
ume CD, Celebration of Summer: The
American Sinfonietta. Natural Sound-
fields released the CD. As a jazz bassist
Peter is featured with the Rob Smith
Quartet on a 1996 Smitty Music CD,
Out on a Limb. The International Soci-
ety of Bassists recently appointed Peter
to its board of directors and features
him in its 1997 International Portrait
Calendar. • Taras
Gabora, professor
of violin, has added
Athens, Beijing,
Casalmagiorre
(Italy), and Thessa-
loniki (Greece) to
the sites of master
classes he will give
this season. His list already included
Calgary, Milan, Seoul, and Toronto. •
Norman Henderson, professor of

psychology, partici-
pated in a small
working group of the
National Institutes
of Health (NIH) No-
vember 12. He was
one of five re-
searchers invited
from the U.S. and

England to discuss alcohol research
that investigates interactions between
gene X and the environment. The
group briefed NIH staff on new genetic
methodologies for isolating specific
genes that influence behavior and de-
scribed methods to determine what en-
vironmental factors, if any, can modify
the gene-influenced behaviors. In April
Norm participated in a similar NIH
workshop for the Section on Behavioral
Neuropharmacology, which dealt with
behavioral phenotypes of inbred mouse
strains. The NIH uses such workshops
to help formulate research initiatives
and future funding directions. • Assis-

tant Professor of Religion David
Kamitsuka’s article “The Justification
of Religious Belief in the Pluralistic
Public Realm: Another Look at Postlib-
eral Apologetics” was published in the
October-December issue of Journal of
Religion. In it, David analyzes the de-
bate between two leading schools of
theological thought in North America
today regarding how one defends the
intelligibility of religious claims in a
pluralistic and increasingly postmod-
ern intellectual milieu. He proposes
how a current theory in moral philoso-
phy, labeled “wide reflective equilibri-
um,” provides a helpful way to build
toward consensus on the issue. • Gary
Lee Nelson, profes-
sor of electronic and
computer music, re-
cently published
“Real Time Transfor-
mation of Musical
Material with Frac-
tal Algorithms” in
Vol. 32, No. 1 of
Computers and Mathematics with Ap-
plications (Pergamon Press, 1996) and
“Max, MIDI, Chaos” in Vol 2. No. 5 of
Music and Computers (September/Oc-
tober 1996). • Raymond Premru,

professor of trom-
bone, conducted a
concert of his com-
positions at the
Royal Academy of
Music in London
January 13. The
program included
the British pre-

miere of his Symphony for Brass and
Percussion. Curtis Price, principal of
the Royal Academy, has invited Ray-
mond to a return engagement in which
he will conduct a concert with the Royal
Academy of Music Symphony Orches-
tra and hold master classes. • William
Rothstein, associ-
ate professor of
music theory on re-
search status this
year, is beginning a
long-range project
on the syntax of
1 8 t h - c e n t u r y
music. On Febru-
ary 3 he will perform with Karen
Clarke, professor of violin at Florida
State University, in Tallahassee. The
duo will repeat the recital in Oberlin
March 12. William’s essay “The Form
of Chopin’s Polonaise-Fantasy,” will ap-
pear later this year in “Music Theory in
Concept and Practice” (University of
Rochester Press). William delivered a
guest lecture at Cornell University in

S e p t e m b e r . •
Richard Salter,
professor of com-
puter science, is
mentioned in a
sidebar to the arti-
cle “A Revised
Model Curriculum
for a Liberal Arts

degree in Computer Science,” pub-
lished in the December 1996 issue of
ACM, the journal of the Association for
Computing Machinery. Rich was cited
as a member of the ACM Liberal Arts
Computer Science Consortium who has
discussed the Revised Model Curriculum,
contributed ideas, and made suggestions.
• The Journal of Chemical Education

Transitions

Continued on page 4



January 31, 1997 The Observer Page 3

Letters

Faculty Meetings
Long-Range Planning Continues to Be Main Topic at Faculty Meetings

Alumna Calls for
Improvement in
College-Wide Mentoring
I hope the article “Student Well-Being”
(November 22 Observer) by Ray Eng-
lish and Norman Care will mark the
beginning of a discussion bringing to-
gether faculty, staff, and students.

I was particularly struck by the sug-
gestions presented under the subtitles
“Improve Mentoring of Students” and
“Build Advising into the Faculty Re-
ward Structure.” One of the most sig-
nificant experiences of my Oberlin ca-
reer was the relationship I developed
with my advisor, A.G. Miller. Professor
Miller was a true mentor for me, and
continues to offer guidance and support
though I have not been his official ad-
visee for over a year. When I tell
prospective students about Oberlin, one
of the things I stress most is the oppor-
tunity to have a mentor like Professor
Miller. The two departments in which I
spent the most time, the departments of
religion and geology, were full of dedi-
cated professors eager to spend as much
time as possible with their students.

Since graduation, I have become less
sure of the accuracy of the claim that
whatever field one might choose at Ober-
lin, the opportunity to develop a close re-
lationship with a professor will exist
there. The majority of experiences I have
heard of more recently give weight to Dr.
English and Prof. Care’s suspicions that
mentoring is not as widespread at Ober-
lin as the school might claim.

I hope these issues are addressed in
the near future. And if you manage to
slow down the pace of life at Oberlin, I’ll
come to witness the miracle.

Meg Coward ’95
Somerville, Massachusetts

Science Scholars
Program Administration
—A Clarification
The December 6 Observer’s report that
Ché González was appointed coordin-

ator of the Science Scholars Program
is partly incorrect. We welcome Ms.
González as she begins her new re-
sponsibilities as the admissions of-
fice’s half-time coordinator of recruit-
ment for the Science Scholars
Program, and we all look forward to
working with her in her new capacity.
She will continue to coordinate the
Mellon Minority and McNair pro-
grams from the Office of Undergradu-
ate Research. The coordination of the
Science Scholars Program itself re-
mains in the hands of a faculty com-
mittee and Janene Brunson, the ad-
ministrative assistant in the Office of
Undergraduate Research.

The Science Scholars Program
is a two-week preorientation pro-
gram for selected, outstanding, en-
tering science students who are
members of underrepresented mi-
nority groups, first-generation col-
lege students, or both.

William Fuchsman,
Professor of Chemistry

and Chair, Science Scholars 
Committee

Debra Chermonte, 
Director of Admissions

Clovis White, 
Professor of Sociology
and Director, Office of 

Undergraduate Research

TIMARACollaborates, Too
Just read the piece about conservatory
and college collaboration in the Decem-
ber 6 Observer. The TIMARA Depart-
ment routinely cooperates on courses
and other projects with students and
faculty in theater, dance, and art on
making the art that may be celebrated
200 years from now. Perhaps the van-
tage point needs to be further out than
the cosmos. :-)

Gary Lee Nelson,
Professor of Electronic

and Computer Music
and Chair, TIMARA Department

The Conservatory Faculty met Decem-
ber 10, when members heard an ad-
missions report from Director of
Conservatory Admissions Michael
Manderen. Manderen reported over
10,000 students in the prospect pool
and 147 applications in hand to date.
He said he expected another year of
over-1000 applications. At the request
of acting dean Kathryn Stuart several
faculty members reported on the activ-

ities of General Faculty committees of
which they are members. The assem-
bled faculty sang happy birthday to
Professor of Music Theory Warren
Darcy, acting associate dean, and Peter
Takács, professor of piano, before wel-
coming President Nancy Dye, who ad-
dressed the group on the long-range
planning report and planning teams.
Discussion followed.

The General Faculty held a short

meeting December 17 during which
the president addressed the group
about long-range planning. As she
did when she spoke to the Conser-
vatory Faculty, Dye said the Plan-
ning Advisory Committee had iden-
tified two themes for Oberlin’s
planning: to make the curriculum
more exciting and to build a com-
munity that shares values and is
both diverse and inclusive.

Trustees Broaden Categories for Awarding Honorary Degrees
Meeting December 5-7 the Board of
Trustees approved changes in criteria for
awarding honorary degrees, allowing per-
sons in business and the professions to be-
come eligible; transferred the functions of
the Honorary Degree Committee to a new
committee, the Committee on Honorary
Degrees and Campus Affairs, and elimi-
nated the Honorary Degree Committee.

They approved early or final budgets
for several projects, including the new ad-
ministrative-computing software and as-
sociated hardware purchases, inspection
and evaluation of the Allen Memorial Art

Museum building, and construction of a
new and to-be-renovated science facility.

Trustees approved a code of ethics for
the Allen Memorial Art Museum and the
acquisition of a group of Chinese paintings.

In delivering the Business and Finance
Committee report James Ford ’45 said the
College’s most recent annual report in-
cludes for the first time the value of books
in the library ($14.5 million) and $6 million
in library-book depreciation. During the
report Vice President for Finance Andy
Evans noted that the College had spent 44
percent of its annual budget, compared to

last year, when by the same time the Col-
lege had spent 66 percent of its budget. 

Victor Stone ’42, member of the board
of trustees since 1982, has retired from the
board. Roberta Scheff Maneker ’57 has
been elected to fill Stone’s unexpired term.
Myron Szold ’56 has been elected to fill the
unexpired term of Herbert Kaatz ’58, who
retired in December 1995. Both terms end
January 1, 2000. Michael D. Murphy ’96
has joined the board as a class trustee; his
term ends January 1, 1999. Amy Gittler
’72 has won election to a second seven-year
term on the board as an alumni trustee.

Trustee Meeting

New Courses . . .
Continued from page 1
ment offered Associate Professor
Leonard Smith’s new course called
World War II: Shaping the 20th Cen-
tury. Visiting Assistant Professor
David Stradling taught Environmen-
tal Politics in the United States, which
looked at the role of the government in
shaping the American environment.
And Visiting Assistant Professor Ben-
son Tong taught three new courses:
Gay and Lesbian History, Survey of Na-
tive American History, and The U.S.
West—which looked at the intersection
of region, race, class, and gender.

This coming semester Professor of
History Robert Soucy will offer a course
called Women in Twentieth Century
Europe, examining the lives of women
from all classes in Western Europe.
Stradling will offer three more new
courses: Urban America, 1860-1996; a
colloquium, Readings in Environmen-
tal History; and a research seminar,
Building the Liberal State, in which
students will conduct primary research
on federal governance in this century.
Tong will offer Colloquium in Asian
American History, analyzing the expe-
rience of Chinese, Japanese, Korean,
Filipino, Asian Indian, Vietnamese,
Kampuchean, and Laotian immigrants
and refugees in the U.S. from 1849 to
the present.

The four new courses in the De-
partment of Politics this year are
Work, Workers and Trade Unions in
Advanced Capitalist Societies, taught
by Associate Professor of Politics
Chris Howell; Globalization Politics
and Feminist Social Change, taught
by Visiting Instructor in Women’s
Studies Anna Agathangelou; Collec-
tive Protest, Political Movements,
and Revolutions, taught by Assistant
Professor of Politics Stephen Crowley;
and European Political Theory: Gen-
der, Women and Politics, taught by
Danforth Professor of Politics Sonia
Kruks. The first three were taught
fall semester. One of the questions
considered in Crowley’s class was
How can protesters organize success-
fully to bring about social and political
change? Howell’s course compared
labor issues in Western Europe,
Japan, and the United States. Agath-
angelou’s class examined how eco-
nomic transnational exchanges and
relations are gendered and sexual-
ized in their local forms. A focus in
Kruks’s course will be on how early
feminist ideas developed through crit-
ical engagement with liberal and so-
cialist theory.

The sociology department is gener-
ating eight new courses this year. Five
of them are Visiting Assistant Profes-
sor Linda Vo’s. Last semester she
taught Contemporary Asian American
Experience, Immigration and Popula-
tion of the U.S., and the seminar Asian
American Women. Next semester she
will teach Sociology of Asian American
Communities and Street Smarts:
Ethnographic Explorations of Urban
America—in which students will learn
ethnographic research methods by
reading ethnographic studies and dis-
cussing theoretical, ethical, and empir-
ical debates as well as try a hands-on
approach to ethnography with observa-
tion-participation fieldwork. This com-
ing semester Assistant Professor
Veljko Vujacic will introduce Political

Sociology, a seminar called The Mak-
ing and Unmaking of Communist
Ideals, and Classics of Sociology, where
students will be encouraged to analyze
personal and social problems with the
help of sociological concepts and theo-
ries that they will have mastered.

Natural Sciences
and Mathematics
Assistant Professor of Biology Taylor
Allen will teach a new lecture-and-lab-
oratory course, Physiology of Cell
Movement, next semester. The course
will investigate from physiological and
biophysical perspectives how move-
ment occurs at the cellular level.

The interplay of mathematics with
philosophy, the arts, and the social sci-
ences will be the central theme of Ex-
ploring the Realm of Modern Mathe-
matics, one of three new mathematics
courses to be taught next semester. As-
sistant Professor Daniel King will
teach it. A quantitative proficiency
course, it will examine significant yet
elementary topics in mathematics, in-
cluding symmetry in art and nature,
game theory, linear programming, cod-
ing theory, descriptive statistics, and
combinatorics.

Assistant Professor of Mathematics
James Walsh will teach Chaos and
Fractals next semester. Walsh received
a curriculum development grant to cre-
ate the course; senior Steve Postellon
helped him prepare the class materials.
Students will learn how chaos and frac-
tals relate to each other and to other
areas of mathematics, as well as to  nat-
ural phenomena. They will study appli-
cations in biology, economics, physics,
computer graphics, and the visual arts.

Also next semester Robert Young,
professor of mathematics, will teach a
new advanced seminar, The Histori-
cal Development of the Calculus. The
focus will be on original mathematical
sources. Phil Davis, award-winning
author of The Mathematical Experi-
ence and emeritus professor of math-

Continued on page 4
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Observations

By Ross Peacock

Like Minds?
Views and Goals of Oberlin’s Faculty and Students

Do Oberlin’s faculty and students hold
similar values and beliefs? Last win-
ter, for the first time, the College par-

ticipated in a national survey of college and
university faculty sponsored by the Higher
Education Research Institute (HERI). This
is the same group that administers the Sur-
vey of American Freshmen (SAF), in which
Oberlin has participated for the last 25
years. Over the last four years the College
has also participated in the Senior Survey
administered by the Consortium On Fi-
nancing Higher Education (COFHE).

These three surveys have some ques-
tions in common, including those that get at
personal, social, and political opinions. So
this fall, when all the results were in, I was
able to look at the similarities and differ-
ences in faculty and student responses. The
purpose of compiling data like these is to
help the College assess the effectiveness of
our academic and social programs and gen-
erally understand the effect that the Ober-
lin experience has on our students.

The tables and commentary that follow
apply to full-time faculty in the college and con-
servatory and to students from both divisions.

Personal Goals
Faculty and students were asked to rate the
importance the following statements have
to them personally. Here we have responses
from faculty (HERI survey), students enter-
ing in fall 1995 (SAF survey), and students
graduating in May 1996 (COFHE survey).

Personal Goals
Considered Very Important or Essential

Faculty   ’95 Frosh   ’96 Seniors
Influence political structure

10% 29% 30%
Be involved in environmental clean-up

25% 35% 24%
Be very well-off financially

27% 35% 22%
Influence social values

31% 44% 56%
Obtain recognition from colleagues

50% 54% 46%
Become authority in own field

56% 65% 61%
Help others in difficulty

61% 66% 78%
Promote racial understanding

61% 59% 64%
Raise a family

67% 53% 62%
Develop meaningful philosophy of life

74% 74% 75%

Except for “influence political structure,”
“raise a family,” and, to a lesser extent, “in-
fluence social values,” there is remarkable
congruence in what our faculty and stu-
dents want to accomplish in their lives. Per-
haps differences in the social and political

questions reflect the idealism of youth while
the differences in family plans are due to
generational expectations.

Political Orientation and Views
A major purpose of the SAF is to provide data
over time on student views of relevant politi-
cal and social issues. Over the years Oberlin
students have remained remarkably stub-
born in their liberal outlooks. The faculty sur-
vey asked similar questions on issues of the
day. We start here with how our faculty and
students label themselves politically.

Political Orientation Faculty ’95 Frosh
Far right 0% 1%
Conservative 5% 5%
Far left 8% 12%
Middle of the road 22% 23%
Liberal 65% 60%

As with the personal goals, our students and
faculty at least perceive themselves to be
equally politically liberal. Because the
meaning of labels can change over the years,
the authors of both surveys provide a bat-
tery of questions that, among other things,
also serve to measure the liberal and con-
servative views of respondents. Although
the two surveys have few questions in com-
mon, looking at the entire battery for both
groups allows us to make a comparison.

Faculty Agreeing
Strongly or Somewhat Strongly

College increases earning power 8%
Community service should be

required for graduation 22%
College can ban extreme speakers          23%
Tenure is outmoded concept 24%
Diversity yields under-prepared students 33%
Western Civ should be the foundation

of undergraduate curriculum  44%
Colleges can prohibit racist/sexist speech 46%
Community service should be given

weight in admission 55%
Abolish death penalty 66%
Colleges should be involved in social

problems 68%
Tenure attracts best to academe 69%
Colleges should encourage students

to do community service 85%
National health care plan needed 89%
Abortion should be legal 96%

’95 Frosh Agreeing
Strongly or Somewhat Strongly

Society should prohibit homosexual
relations 6%

Racial discrimination no longer problem 7%
Married women best at home 8%
Society should deny educational access

to undocumented child 13%
Individual can do little to change society      20%
Abolish affirmative action in college

admissions 37%

College can prohibit racist/sexist speech  43%
Too much concern for criminals                 47%
Raise taxes to reduce deficit 49%
Don’t obey laws that violate personal

values 51%
Abolish death penalty 54%
Employers can require drug tests              57%
Marijuana should be legalized 59%
Sex OK if people like each other                59%
Wealthy should pay more taxes                 80%
National health care plan needed              84%
Abortion should be legal    88%
Government not doing enough to

control pollution 93%
Man not entitled to sex on date                  93%
Federal government should do more

to control handguns 94%
Better education and job opportunities

would reduce crime 94%

The four common questions, “prohibit
racist/sexist speech,” “national health care
plan needed,” and, to a lesser extent, “abol-
ish death penalty” and “abortion should be
legal” show a fairly high level of agreement
between students and faculty.

Faculty Goals for Undergraduates
and Senior Self-Reports of Skills
and Knowledge Enhancement
Academic departments work hard to devel-
op goals for majors and nonmajors and to
identify ways by which goal achievement
can be measured. In the faculty survey re-
spondents were asked to rate the importance
of general goals for undergraduates. The
1996 Senior Survey asked graduates to rate
their level of enhancement in a variety of
areas. As in the previous section, only some
questions are the same, but looking at each
group’s responses to all the questions helps
us gain a measure of the level of congruence.

Teaching Goals: Faculty Responding
Very Important or Essential

Prepare for family living 7%
Instill commitment to community service    28%
Enhance out-of-class experience              30%
Teach classics or Western Civ 36%
Provide for emotional development           38%
Develop moral character 44%
Prepare for responsible citizenship            45%
Help develop personal values 49%
Prepare for employment 56%
Enhance self-understanding 60%
Prepare for graduate education                 72%
Increase self-directed learning 98%
Develop ability to think clearly 100%

’96 Seniors Reporting
Skills/Knowledge Were Greatly Enhanced
Function effectively as a member of a team17%
Read or speak a foreign language            18%
Establish course of action to accomplish 

goals                                                         22%
Use quantitative tools 24%

Lead and supervise tasks and people       26%
Evaluate and choose between courses

of action 28%
Understand role of science and

technology in society 28%
Relate well to people of different races,

nations 30%
Develop self-esteem/self-confidence        30%
Communicate well orally 33%
Synthesize and integrate ideas and

information 34%
Plan and execute complex projects          36%
Acquire broad knowledge in arts and

sciences 38%
Formulate creative/original ideas and

solutions 41%
Place current problems in perspective      42%
Appreciate art, literature, music, drama     43%
Identify moral and ethical issues                45%
Function independently, without

supervision 47%
Develop awareness of social problems     48%
Write effectively 52%
Gain in-depth knowledge of a field            52%
Think analytically and logically 54%
Acquire new skills and knowledge on own   58%
Understand myself: abilities, interests, etc. 60%

Though stated somewhat differently, life-
long learning skills are reported by seniors
as those enhanced to the greatest degree.
Those are the same kinds of goals our facul-
ty rate as the most important for undergrad-
uates to develop.

One of the goals rated in the top three
for undergraduates by faculty is preparing
students for graduate school. This fits well
with the goals of entering first-year stu-
dents. Ninety-three percent of the respon-
dents to the freshmen survey stated they
desired a degree beyond the Bachelor of
Arts. Other surveys show that at the time
of graduation from Oberlin only 20 per-
cent plan to enter graduate school full
time, but within a year over 40 percent
will have enrolled in a postbaccalaureate
program. That number climbs higher the
longer students are away from Oberlin
and results in Oberlin’s still producing the
largest number of future Ph.D.s (regard-
less of school size) of any predominantly
liberal arts institution in the country, ac-
cording to the latest data from the Nation-
al Science Foundation/National Research
Council Doctorate Records File.

Ross Peacock is director of institutional re-
search. “These tables represent a small por-
tion of the surveys,” Peacock says. “Readers
desiring complete summaries may ask me
for a hard copy of the complete survey re-
sults or download the tables from the Insti-
tutional Research Home Page on the web
(http://peacock.adm.oberlin.edu/ir.html
—select the Faculty Profile and Assessment
links).”
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ematics at Brown University, will
come to Oberlin to conduct several of
the classes.

Detailed information about Visiting
Assistant Professor of Neuroscience Al-
bert Borroni’s new class, Learning and
Memory, is still on the World Wide
Web. Borroni taught the class last se-
mester. The website www.oberlin.edu/
~aborroni/L&M_CRSE.HTM has
links to the course description and the
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syllabus. Clicking on a date of the syl-
labus brings up what Borroni calls “a
sketchy and grammatically challenged
version of my lecture notes,” which he
posted after each lecture. The course
covered the processes involved in plas-
ticity in the central nervous system and
the structures critical for acquisition,
storage, and retrieval of memory.

In physics Visiting Professor
Stephen Wong taught How the World
Works last semester, and Associate
Professor John Scofield will teach En-
ergy Generation and Usage in Build-

ings next semester. In Wong’s class
students pondered why acorns are
pointed, the notion of nothingness,
how toilets work, and perceptions of
reality. The tentative topics for
Scofield’s class, cross-listed with envi-
ronmental studies, include heat and
work; thermal insulation; heat pumps;
thermal expansion; heat storage; air
exchange; the greenhouse effect; hu-
midity; photovoltaics; fuel cells; wind
power; peak power; and energy stor-
age. The class will consider the eco-
nomics of various technologies.

art at the museum, became acting di-
rector January 1; Moore started with
the museum in 1988, Wieseman in
1993. As of January 2 Claudia Bred-
lau is back at the College as a depart-
mental assistant in Student Academ-
ic Affairs; she had left College
employment this past June, when she
was the judicial coordinator; she had
begun working for the College in
1979. 

http://www.oberlin.edu/~aborroni/L&M_CRSE.HTM
http://peacock.adm.oberlin.edu/ir.html

