
partment reception for
graduating seniors Sun-
day, May 25, 10-12 noon
in the Rice Faculty
Lounge. All members of
the campus community
are welcome.

Honorary Degrees
for Philip Hanawalt
and Edith Wiens
Dennis Luck, chair of
Oberlin’s biology depart-
ment, will present Philip

Hanawalt for his award.
Hanawalt, an Oberlin physics

major who holds a joint appointment
in Stanford’s medical school, is also a
professor of dermatology at the uni-
versity. Since his days as a graduate
student at Yale University, where he
earned his Ph.D. degree in biophysics
in 1959, Hanawalt has carried out
DNA research. Before receiving his
doctorate he initiated studies that pro-
vided the first quantitative assess-
ment of the inhibitory effects of ultra-
violet light on DNA synthesis and the
first suggestion that recovery mecha-
nisms can eventually restore the DNA
synthesis. A few years later he codis-
covered DNA excision repair, estab-
lishing himself as an internationally
known leader in the field of DNA re-
pair. Work done in his laboratory,
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Minnesota Senator Allan Spear to Deliver Commencement Address;
Other Honorary Degree Recipients, Awardees, Baccalaureate Speaker Named
Minnesota State Senator
Allan Spear ’58 will deliver
this year’s commencement
address and receive an hon-
orary Doctor of Laws de-
gree from Oberlin College
during the May 26 cere-
monies. Molecular biologist
and biophysicist Philip
Hanawalt ’54, professor of
biology at Stanford Univer-
sity, will receive a Doctor of
Science degree at this
year’s commencement.
Canadian soprano Edith Wiens ’75
will receive a Doctor of Music degree.
Journalist Carl Rowan ’47 will re-
ceive the Alumni Medal. Oberlin
Chief of Police Robert “BJ” Jones will
receive the Award for Distinguished
Community Service. And writer, lec-
turer, and pastoral minister Jane
Redmont ’72 will deliver the bac-
calaureate address—“Pluralism,
Power, and Passion”—Sunday, May
25, during Oberlin’s commence-
ment-reunion weekend.

Professor of Politics Paul Daw-
son will present Allan Spear for
his degree.

An associate professor of history
at the University of Minnesota,
where he has been on the faculty
since 1964, Spear was first elected to
the Minnesota State Senate in 1972
and has been reelected seven times

Discussions of energy, land-use, and
economic renewal in northeastern
Ohio are drawing national experts,

government officials, regional com-
munity organizations, and con-

Sophomore Sadhu Johnston, Brad Masi, junior Manda Gillespie,
and city council member Kenneth Sloan, director of piano tech-
nology, were some of the symposium planners.

Oberlin’s Alternate Gets a Break: Amy Evans
Becomes the College’s 60th Watson Fellow
Amy Evans, a December graduate with
a double major in creative writing and
French, was an alternate in the Watson
Fellowship competition until last week
(see the April 11 Observer). But one of
the newly named Watson fellows has
declined the fellowship, and Evans will
be able to carry out her project as a Wat-
son fellow. She joins senior Jared John-
son to become Oberlin’s second Watson
winner of 1997 and Oberlin’s 60th win-
ner since 1969, when the Watson Foun-
dation awarded the first fellowships.

The name of Evans’s project is Com-
munities of Resistance: The Develop-
ment of Consciousness among Black
Writers in France and Germany.
Showing Our Colors, a book Evans
read for a class at Oberlin, inspired the
project, she says. Showing Our Colors:
Afro-German Women Speak Out, edit-
ed by May Opitz, Katharina Oguntoye,
and Dagmar Schultz (University of
Massachusetts Press, 1992), is a collec-
tion of interviews with Afro-Germans
that draws parallels with black Ameri-

cans strug-
gling to find
their identi-
ty and with
A f r i c a n
Americans
who have
expatriated
to Europe.

In her
p r o j e c t
Evans will
take a soci-
o l o g i c a l
point of view, she says, and talk with
Afro-German writers as well as African
Americans exiled in France about how

The final long-range planning re-
port will soon be posted on Oberlin
Online: http://www.oberlin.edu/.

Today and Tomorrow: College and
City Cosponsor Nord-Funded
Symposium on Sustainability

Spear Wiens Rowan JonesHanawalt

since then, most recently in 1996. He
has been president of the Minnesota
senate since 1993.

Chair of the Senate’s Crime Preven-
tion Committee and member of the Ju-
diciary, Human Resources, Finance,
Commerce, and Rules and Administra-
tion committees, Spear holds as his spe-
cial legislative concerns criminal law,
law reform, human rights, and human
services. He is the first and longest-
serving gay male legislator in the na-
tion and a founding member of the In-
ternational Network of Lesbian and
Gay Officials.

Spear counts among his major leg-
islative accomplishments a sliding-fee
child-care program that provides child-
care subsidies for low-income families;
battered-women programs; the Ameri-
can Indian Language and Culture Ed-
ucation Act; the Vulnerable Adults Act,

which requires reporting and investi-
gation of physical or psychological
abuse, neglect, or financial exploita-
tion of disabled or incapacitated peo-
ple; the Civil Government Reform
Law; and the Guardianship and
Conservatorship Reform Act, which
safeguards the elderly, mentally re-
tarded, and mentally ill from abuse
and exploitation. He has also played
dominant roles in hate-crimes legis-
lation and built the legislative coali-
tions necessary to pass the Gay/Les-
bian/Bisexual/Transgender Rights
Act. He is the chief author of most of
the omnibus crime bills passed in
Minnesota since 1989.

Spear’s earned Ph.D. degree is from
Yale University. His brother is Richard
Spear, Jay Professor of Art.

The Department of Politics will host
Spear as its honored guest at the de- Continued on page 3
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cerned citizens to Oberlin today and to-
morrow for a free public symposium on
sustainable development.

Hosted by the Environmental Stud-
ies Program and the city of Oberlin, the
event is funded by a $20,000 grant from
the Nord Family Foundation.

“Sustainable development is devel-
opment that meets the needs of current
generations without compromising the
needs or aspirations of future genera-
tions,” says David Orr, professor of envi-
ronmental studies, who wrote the grant
application.

Students, faculty, and Oberlin city-
government employees planned the
symposium, which extends to a more re-
gional scale the sustainable design prin-
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their writing serves them. Beginning
with published writers, Evans will also
talk with unpublished writers who be-
long to various organizations in Ger-
many and France and who write “in
their everyday lives,” she says.

“Why do you write in your jour-
nal, or write poetry?” she will ask.
One of the contacts Evans will make
in France is with Professor Michel
Febre, who has written on Richard
Wright. She hopes also to speak
with writers James Emmanuel and

Watson Fellow. . .
Continued from page 1

At the General Faculty (GF) meeting of
April 15 members heard Mathis
Szykowski, emeritus professor of
French, deliver a memorial minute for
Lawrence Wilson, emeritus professor of
French and Italian. Herbert Henke, pro-
fessor of eurhythmics, gave a memorial
minute for Clifford Cook, emeritus pro-
fessor of string instruments and music.

Associate Dean of Student Academ-
ic Services and Instructor in Mathe-
matics Gloria White, chair of the Stu-
dent Life Committee, gave a report of
the committee that included an en-
dorsement of the new student constitu-
tion, which students had voted to adopt.
Senior Joel Whitaker, admitted to the
GF meeting for the purpose, highlight-
ed the major differences between the
old and new constitution, which include
the provision that, under the new con-
stitution, student members of faculty
committees need not be members of the
Student Senate. Whitaker said he ex-
pected that change to allow faster ap-
pointments of students to faculty com-
mittees. Other changes include the
establishment of advisory councils com-
posed of student members of faculty

committees and initiation of stipends
for senators, to be paid from the Stu-
dent Activity Fee and some federal
work-study grants.

In the talk President Nancy Dye pre-
pared for the GF about the long-range
planning process she thanked everyone
who had a role in the process and ex-
plained the importance of the project in
creating a “shared framework for plan-
ning” and “a common language regard-
ing our mission.”

Dye said she was “awed by the
breadth of the enterprise and by the
quality of our collective effort” in the
planning process. She called the results
a “powerful affirmation of each of the
distinctive elements that make Oberlin
what it is and give direction to our mis-
sion—our intellectual seriousness and
academic excellence and rigor; our
artistic excellence and the extraordi-
nary vibrancy of our arts community;
our belief that the best undergraduate
education is an education in social en-
gagement; and our longstanding com-
mitment throughout our history to edu-
cational access and to social diversity.”

Dye also pointed out that as a result

of the planning process, the College
should be more aware of the importance
of stressing Oberlin’s residential nature
(as opposed to becoming involved in
mass-education technologies such as
distance learning) and the deep need to
strengthen a sense of community.

With technical assistance from
Catherine Jarjisian, professor of music
education, Dye showed overhead pro-
jections of 11 statements of broad direc-
tion. Part of the master planning docu-
ment, which was distributed along with
the 14 planning-team final reports
about a week after the GF meeting, the
statements declare that an Oberlin ed-
ucation:
•   is an education provided by an excel-

lent and diverse faculty devoted to
teaching undergraduates.

•   is an education in learning to live
together in a richly diverse com-
munity.

•  is an education in learning how to
learn.

•  fosters intellectual and artistic con-
nections and collaborations across
disciplinary boundaries.

•   is an education in the arts.

•   ensures broad-based science literacy
for all students, and maintains its
long-standing preeminence in edu-
cating future scientists.

•  is an education in global awareness
and engagement.

•  is an education that takes place in re-
lationship to others in a strong and
vibrant residential community.

•   fosters a learning community of stu-
dents, faculty and staff beyond the
classroom, in co-curricular activities
and in residential and community
spaces.

•  educates the whole person and fos-
ters lifelong physical and mental
well-being.

•  is an education for engaged citizen-
ship and a lifelong commitment to
social responsibility.
“I trust that we are all willing to take

one step together in our effort to articu-
late a set of shared priorities for Ober-
lin’s future,” Dye concluded. The faculty
responded to her talk with applause.

The final planning report will be
posted on the Oberlin Online planning
website along with all 14 planning-
team reports.

Faculty Meeting
General Faculty Hears President Dye on Long-Range Planning, Listens to Memorial Minutes, 
and Approves Student-Senate Changes by Leaving Reform Document on the Table

Sustainability . . .
Continued from page 1

ciples explored in planning the College’s
Environmental Studies Center project,
says Brad Masi, environmental-studies
intern and coordinator of the event.

The impetus for the symposium, Masi
says, was an early presentation to mem-
bers of Oberlin city government on the
proposed Environmental Studies Center
that led City Council Chair Fran Bau-
mann to ask how the center’s design prin-
ciples could be applied to the entire city.

“The city is pleased to join the Envi-
ronmental Studies Program in hosting
this symposium,” says Oberlin City
Manager Rob DiSpirito. “We have a
vested interest in examining the connec-
tion between energy efficiency and land-
use planning.

“We will enjoy the opportunity the
symposium provides to learn more
about alternative sources, consider what
works, what doesn’t, and to hear success
stories from a wide variety of experts.”

Presenting this evening’s keynote ad-
dress, “Building Green Cities,” will be
David Crockett, former Chattanooga
city council member and internationally
acclaimed leader of efforts to make
Chattanooga the world’s first green city.

The symposium will open this after-
noon with a tour of Oberlin open space
and a talk, “Restoring the Community
Landscape,” by landscape architect
Carol Franklin, president of Andro-
pogan. Andropogan, a leader in natural
landscaping, is the landscape firm for
the Environmental Studies Center.

Experts from three communities
that practice sustainable development
will lead Saturday-morning discussions.

Saturday afternoon work sessions,
focusing on specific projects for north-
eastern Ohio, will explore open-space
preservation in Oberlin, alternatives to
urban sprawl, energy conservation, re-
newable energy development, tools for
sustainable-housing options, township
and city cooperation, and sustainable
agriculture in Lorain County.

The symposium proceedings will be
published.

Barbara Chase-Riboud in France.
Since February Evans has been

teaching English in a language school
in France under the Council for Inter-
national Educational Exchange. When
her assignment ends in May, she plans
to return to Oberlin—in time to march
at commencement. Her faculty men-
tors, she says, are too numerous to
mention and include professors in the
African-American studies department
as well as in her major departments.
She singles out earlier Watson fellow
Mary Andes ’91 for her help in the in-
terview process and in putting together
the project proposal.

New Employees
These people starting working for
Oberlin College the second semester of
this year. Daniel Barnes is visiting
professor of English. Marjorie Berki
is a department assistant III in Print-
ing Services. Corrine Bok is director
of development resources. Michael
Buckler is a client-services intern for
the computing center. Elizabeth
Camus is teacher of oboe. Lynn
Herron Deering is guest artist in
dance. Marilyn Engle is visiting pro-
fessor of pianoforte. Edmund Goehring
is visiting assistant professor of musi-
cology. Caroline Hartig is teacher of
clarinet. Deloris Mabens-Adenekan
is assistant director of the Oberlin
Fund. Brian McAninch is visiting in-
structor of geology. Renée Monson
(Oberlin College B.A., University of
Minnesota M.A. 1988) is visiting in-
structor in the department of sociology.
Her research focuses on contemporary
welfare-state policy relationships with
gender, race, and class. Monson is fin-
ishing her doctorate at the University
of Wisconsin, where her dissertation
research examines how the implemen-
tation of child-support policy for non-
marital children is constrained by cul-

Transitions
tural norms of “good” motherhood,
“good” fatherhood, and “responsible”
sexuality. She was a lecturer at the
University of Wisconsin in 1995. The
journal Gender and Society, volume 11,
number 3 (June 1997) will publish her
article “State-ing Sex and Gender.”
Originally from Pennington, New Jer-
sey, she is married to Philip Gleason.
Monson says she enjoys being back in
the classroom and that “much of what
I know about good teaching I learned
from the faculty here, and I’m honored
to be among them this semester.”
Christopher Philpotts is teacher of
oboe. Jyotika Virdi is visiting assis-
tant professor of women’s studies.

Departures
Joanne Garcia, associate computer sys-
tems manager, will leave Oberlin April
30; she began with the College in 1992 as
a computer operator. Kathy Mead, di-
rector of the Oberlin Fund, will leave May
14, after two and a half years in the posi-
tion. Gloria White, associate dean of
Student Academic Services, will be gone
June 30. She began working for Ober-
lin in 1981. George Andrews, De-
laney Professor of Mathematics, will re-
tire June 30. He joined Oberlin in 1962.

http://www.oberlin.edu/~wwwcomm/planning/future.html
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Commencement . . .
Continued from page 1
which has produced 349 publications,
has had profound implications for the
fields of mutagenesis, environmental
carcinogenesis, and risk assessment.
Support for his work includes an Out-
standing Investigator Grant from the
National Cancer Institute.

Richard Miller, professor of singing,
will present Edith Wiens for her award.

Wiens, professor of voice at the
Robert Schumann Hochschule in Düs-
seldorf, has performed with the New
York, Berlin, London, Munich, and Is-
rael philharmonics; Boston, Chicago,
Toronto, Montreal, Saint Louis, and
San Francisco symphonies; Philhar-
monia, Dresden Staatskapelle and
Cleveland orchestras; the Academy of
St. Martin in the Fields, l’Orchestre
National de France, and l’Orchestre de
Paris. She has sung under conductors
that include Daniel Barenboim, Sir
Colin Davis, Charles Dutoit, Bernard
Haitink, Sir Neville Marriner, Kurt
Masur, Seiji Ozawa, Wolfgang Sawal-
lisch, Sir Georg Solti, Klaus Tennstedt,
and Hans Vonk.

A recipient of the Grammy and Dia-
pason d’Or awards, Wiens has record-
ed on the EMI, Erato, and Philips la-
bels. Opera Canada’s summer 1996
edition called her Richard Strauss:
Lieder recording “gorgeous,” “a won-
derfully gifted singer interpreting
music that fits her like a second skin.”
The January 31 edition of the New
York Times, reviewing her recent Frick
Collection concert, said, “Ms. Wiens is a

graceful singer who takes care to put
the texts across, both through remark-
ably clear diction and, perhaps more
important, by letting the emotional im-
plications of the poetry guide her col-
oration and shaping.”

Alumni Medal to Carl Rowan
Danette DiBiasio Wineberg ’68, presi-
dent of the Oberlin Alumni Association,
will present Carl Rowan  his award.

Rowan has served the country as a
naval officer, ambassador to Finland,
and director of the U.S. Information
Agency at the height of the Cold War.
His awards include journalism’s Sigma
Delta Chi medallion (in three succes-
sive years), induction into the halls of
fame of Sigma Delta Chi and the Black
Journalists, the Peabody Award, and
being named one of America’s Ten Out-
standing Young Men of 1954 (by  the
U.S. Junior Chamber of Commerce).
Rowan is completing his 29th year as
the senior panelist on Inside Washing-
ton, the highest-rated talk show in the
nation’s capital.

In the mid-1980s he founded Project
Excellence, a scholarship program that
rewards black high-school students
who excel in learning, writing, and
speaking. The program has awarded
more than $25 million in scholarship
aid to more than 1200 college-bound
students. A director of the Gannett
Company and a trustee of the Freedom
Forum, Rowan holds a master’s degree
in journalism from the University of
Minnesota.

On Saturday, May 24, at 1:30 in
Warner Concert Hall, Rowan will give

a talk, sponsored by his class and based
on his newest book, The Coming Race
War in America: A Wake-up Call.

Community-Service
Award to BJ Jones
James L. Walsh, professor of sociology,
will present Robert “BJ” Jones for his
award.

Jones, who joined the Oberlin Po-
lice Department as a patrol officer in
1967 and became chief of police in
1980, designed and implemented
Oberlin’s first Safety City Program to
teach home and traffic safety to
preschoolers. He also designed and
supervised the implementation of
Oberlin’s first Checkmate Program,
which allows regular and auxiliary
officers to make weekly checks on the
health and safety of senior citizens
who are shut-ins or live alone. He im-
plemented the city’s first communi-
ty-oriented policing program, which
brings together citizens and officers
to solve neighborhood issues. Jones
served on the multicultural advisory
committee appointed by the Ohio at-
torney general to design training in
cultural sensitivity for law-enforce-
ment officers throughout the state.

President of the African American
Community Fund Advisory Board
(under the Community Foundation of
Greater Lorain County), Jones is also
president of the Oberlin Dollars for
Scholars, and a board member of the
Community Foundation of Greater Lo-
rain County and the Leadership Lorain
County Program. He serves on the Lo-
rain County 20/20 Steering Committee

and chairs the Inclusive Practice Com-
mittee of the National Council on Foun-
dations. A graduate of the 1990 class of
Leadership Lorain County, Jones holds
an A.A. degree from Lorain County
Community College and is a graduate
of the F.B.I. National Academy and the
Southern Police Institute for Police
Management.

Jane Redmont:
Baccalaureate Speaker
Author of Generous Lives: American
Catholic Women Today (hardcover,
William Morrow and Co., 1992; paper-
back, Triumph Books, 1993), Jane Red-
mont was editor of the Harvard Divini-
ty Bulletin in the early 1980s while she
was director of public relations and de-
velopment associate at Harvard Divin-
ity School.

Most of the clients she has served as
an independent consultant have been
agencies addressing the causes and
consequences of urban poverty in
hunger and food programs, economic
development, housing, and health care.
She lectures on contemporary religious
issues, including Catholicism, interreli-
gious dialog, women’s issues, spirituali-
ty, and the relationship between faith
and social concerns.

Holding the M.Div. degree from
Harvard Divinity School, Redmont is a
Ph.D. student in theology at the Gradu-
ate Theological Union in Berkeley. She
has a book forthcoming from Harper-
Collins, “When in Doubt, Sing: Praying
Today,” and is at work on a collection of
homilies about preaching from a femi-
nist perspective.

Faculty and Staff Notes
An article that Anna
Agathangelou, vis-
iting instructor in
women’s studies and
politics, coauthored,
“Trends in the Parti-
san Composition of
State Legislatures: A
Response to Fiorina,”

appears in the March issue of American
Political Science Review. In the piece,
Anna and Jeffrey Stonecash, professor
of political science at Syracuse Univer-
sity, argue against a proposal Morris
Fiorina, professor of government at
Harvard University, made in 1994. Fio-
rina maintained that an increased pro-
portion of Democrats in legislatures
outside the South since 1946 is due to
legislative professionalization. Longer
sessions, said Fiorina, make the posi-
tions less attractive to Republicans, and
higher salaries make them more at-
tractive to Democrats. Anna and
Stonecash say the difference is due to a
long-term regional realignment and
that trends in southern states contra-
dict Fiorina’s hypothesis: Professional-
ism has increased, but state legisla-
tures are becoming more Republican.
They say also that Fiorina’s analysis “is
worth careful reconsideration because
it suggests that there is little connection
between constitu-
encies and parti-
san outcomes.” •
Robert Bosch, as-
sociate professor of
mathematics, and
Natasha Stout ’94
are the authors of
the lead article in

the June 1997 issue of the journal
Socio-Economic Planning Sciences.
Their paper, “Refinements of Paltiel
and Kaplan’s Decision-Theoretic Model
of AIDS Clinical Trials,” concerns the
problem of determining the optimal
length of a phase III clinical trial for a
new AIDS drug. • Robert Harrist, as-

sociate professor of
art, has received a
summer stipend
from the National
Endowment for the
Humanities to pur-
sue a project called
Words on Rocks:
Monumental Cal-

ligraphy in China. He will spend two
months in China conducting research
on moyai, a form of monumental callig-
raphy engraved on boulders and moun-
tain sides. Robert will approach the in-
scriptions, he says, “as important
monuments in the history of calligra-
phy and as a distinctive Chinese cultur-
al practice.” Questions he will address
include: Why did calligraphers impose
their writing on the Chinese landscape?
How did the settings of the inscriptions
and the contents of their texts inspire
artistic innovations not seen in other
forms of writing? How did religious
practices, especially pilgrimages, affect
the choice of sites for inscriptions? And
how does the tradition of carving mon-
umental calligraphy illuminate the ex-
traordinary importance accorded the
written word in China? Robert plans to
write a book on the topic of his investi-
gation. • In January Catherine
Jarjisian, professor of music educa-
tion, was a major presenter at the an-

nual conference of
the Hawaii Music
Educators Associa-
tion in Honolulu.
During her visit she
provided consulting
services to the music
department at the
Punahou School and

called on Oberlin conservatory alumni
and a prospective student. Later that
month she traveled to Tampa to exam-
ine the University of Central Florida’s
on-line learning initiatives. In February
she presented a session at the Eastern
Region meeting of the Music Educators
National Conference in Baltimore and
in March served on the evaluation team
to select this year’s McCoy Professor (an
excellent-teaching award) at Marietta
College. • Lorain County Suzuki string
students, pupils of Molly Johnson, as-
sistant to the presi-
dent, and Bruce
Erwin (husband of
Joanne Erwin, assis-
tant professor of
music education)
will perform at the
beginning of the next
Northern Ohio
Youth Orchestra concert. The event, to
be held May 4 at the Stocker Center of
the Lorain County Community College,
is a tribute to the late Clifford Cook,
emeritus professor of string instru-
ments and music. Cook brought the
Suzuki Method to the U.S. in 1947 by
showing a movie of Suzuki’s teaching in
Japan. Cook’s wife and daughter will
attend the concert and receive the trib-
ute. “The children we have asked to

participate  are ages 4 through 8 only,”
says Molly. “Before Suzuki, most teach-
ers would never have thought to begin
teaching at age 3!” • The Saginaw
(Michigan) News interviewed Peter
Rejto, professor of violoncello, before his

February 22 concert
in that city and pub-
lished the interview
in its February 15
edition. Revealed in
the article are the tid-
bits that Peter was a
biochemistry major
in college, did doc-

toral work in the field, and taught a bio-
chemistry course before giving up that
interest to focus on the cello. • Athena
Tacha, professor of
art, lectured on her
work April 17 at the
Art Department of
the University of
Wisconsin–Madi-
son; this spring
she is completing
a public art com-
mission (a waterfall sculpture), at
the university’s School of Business.
The next day she gave a talk at the
University of Minnesota–St. Paul at
the inauguration of Eco-Rhythms,
her recently completed public-art
project in the U–M Ecology Build-
ing. (See http://biosci.cbs.umn.edu/
eeb/ecorythms/ and the Observer of
February 14.) On her St. Paul visit
Athena will also begin a second pub-
lic art project for the Minnesota uni-
versity—a small outdoor amphithe-
ater for the Recreational Sports
Department.

http://biosci.cbs.umn.edu/eeb/ecorythms/
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George Andrews, Andrew and Pauline
Delaney Professor of Mathematics, is
spending his 1996-97 leave studying the
U.S. social-security program. Carol
Ganzel, emerita editor of the Observer,
talked to him in early April.

We hear a lot about the crisis in so-
cial security. Is there a crisis?
Not according to the dictionary defini-
tion of crisis. No immediate or short-
range financial problem faces the
OASDI portion of the social security
program. That’s the Old-Age, Sur-
vivors, and Disability Insurance pro-
gram. I don’t want to talk about the
Medicare portion because I’m not an ex-
pert in it or even particularly knowl-
edgeable about it.

You see no crisis in the OASDI pro-
gram even though, as commenta-
tors often remind us, fewer and
fewer workers will have to support
more and more retirees?
What’s happening to the ratio of work-
ers to retirees is no surprise. When so-
cial security started in the 1930s, there
were perhaps 300 workers for every re-
tiree. By 1960 it was five-plus to one.
Now we have about three-plus to one
and in another 20 years we’ll probably
be down to two to one, and in 75 years
we’ll be down to 1.8 to one or something
like that. That is startling to some peo-
ple, but it should have been known all
along. When you start a plan with a lot
of people contributing and only a few el-
igible for benefits, and then more and
more people become eligible for bene-
fits, that’s what’s going to happen. But
the contributions of two workers can be
adequate to fund the one retiree if we do
the right thing.

And what is the right thing?
Make gradual changes—like those in
the 1983 revision of the program. 

Let me back up and explain what
I’ve been thinking and writing about
lately. There’s an Advisory Council to
the Social Security Administration, ap-
pointed by the secretary of Health and
Human Services, that writes a report
every four years. The report has usual-
ly been unanimous, or nearly so—an
account of how things were and how
things ought to be, with suggestions for
changes. But the most recent Advisory
Council report was nowhere near unan-
imous. Within the 13-person council
there were three distinct groups with
three proposals. One I call the tradi-
tional plan, and that’s the one I prefer:
reduce benefits slightly by putting off
retirement ages a bit, and increase con-
tributions a little. Specifically, I would
increase the contributions of both em-
ployers and employees gradually, by
0.25 percent in 2015, 2020, 2025, and
2030—a total rise of 1 percent each—
and increase the full-benefit retirement
age, which is now 65. Under present
law it’s due to begin increasing in 2003
and reach age 67 in 2027. I would in-
crease it after that to age 70, which con-
forms with longevity experience.

It would reach age 70 by when?
About 2037—40 years out in the future.
The idea of indexing retirement ages to
longevity seems to me sensible, just as
we index benefits to cost-of-living.

The other two sets of proposals from

the Advisory Council I call “intermedi-
ate” and “extensive.” Both would reduce
benefits for high-earning persons; both
would reduce spousal benefits and in-
crease survivor benefits for two-earner
couples (though in different amounts
and by different mechanisms); and both
would increase the full-benefit retire-
ment age. The key feature of both pro-
posals is that they would have individ-
ual workers control part of their OASDI
retirement accounts. In the intermedi-
ate proposal, workers could choose be-
tween a limited number of indexed
funds, and when they reached retire-
ment the accumulation would be con-
verted to indexed annuities. The exten-
sive proposal would have workers
investing part of their employers’
OASDI contributions in private-sector
accounts, such as mutual funds.

Are you in favor of such privatiz-
ing?
Some privatizing is likely to happen. All
three of the Advisory Council proposals
recommend it . . . 

Really? Even the traditional pro-
posals that you support?
Yes, but very minimally. The govern-
ment would invest a limited amount of
the social security trust fund in stock
index funds.

Would the government be its own
broker? Or would it use private
Wall Street firms?
I can’t answer that. I would certainly
recommend that the government have
its own staff do the investing.

The traditional proposal does not
suggest individual investing—you and
I would not be investing in something or
other—but the other two proposals do.
The employee would choose his or her
private-sector investments. I’m not en-
thusiastic about individual accounts be-
cause some employees will make wrong
choices and won’t be well taken care of
when they retire. 

One consequence of privatizing—
one not generally mentioned—would
be an increase in the government bud-
get deficit. Since both parties in Con-
gress now are intent on decreasing the
deficit, privatizing may not be political-
ly feasible.

When I talked to you about your
research 14 years ago (see the Oc-
tober 13, 1983, Observer), you were
doing work for the Actuarial Ed-
ucation and Research Fund. Are
you still?
I’m not formally on any grant from
them. That’s the project that got me
going on writing the social security
book [Actuarial Projections for the
Old-Age, Survivors, and Disability
Insurance Program of Social Security
in the United States of America, Actu-
arial Education and Research Fund
1987], which got me in touch with the
people with whom I talk about these
things. In the book my co-author,
John Beekman, dealt with short-
term economic projections, and I
dealt with long-term mortality issues.

What’s the definition of short and
long?
Five years is short term, and 75 years is
long term. We’re just about to play out

the first 75-year projection made when
social security was enacted in the
1930s. That projection—the bottom
lines, I should say—were remarkably
on target. The individual assumptions
about mortality or interest—that sort of
thing—may not have been right on the
mark, but they balanced out so that the
costs and benefits projections were re-
markably accurate.

As for the next 75 years—you mea-
sure the income and the outgo and you
make your projections, and your goal is
to have in the trust funds at the end of
75 years the amount you’re going to
need for the next year. That’s one form
of actuarial balance. If we were to make
no program changes, then, based on the
most likely assumptions, we see a neg-
ative actuarial balance of something
like 2.18 percent in 75 years. The as-
sumptions involve things like fertility
rates, interest rates, and mortality
rates—the demography of our society.
A falling fertility rate would mean that
there would be fewer workers to con-
tribute to the social security program,
unless there’s also a rising immigration
rate. A young immigrant is like a birth
so far as the labor force is concerned.

So immigration is a good thing for
social security?
It’s a very good thing. Although some
people in Florida, for example—even
those who most want to see social secu-
rity last—may find that hard to believe.

Basically, over 75 years, you reduce
the benefits or increase the contribu-
tions, or both—that’s the only way that
you can bring the program into actuar-
ial balance. 

We’ve been hearing that benefits
are growing too large because they
go up with the Consumer Price
Index, and the CPI overstates in-
flation. Should the CPI be revised?
That would go a long way toward fixing
the actuarial problem. I was disap-
pointed to see that Clinton is not open-
ly supporting it. 

What do you say to those who see
the proposed CPI change as ma-
nipulative and claim that it would
particularly disadvantage people
with lower incomes?
I’m not an economist. If professional
economists say that the CPI overstates
inflation and that there are
better measures, then we
ought to adopt those better
measures. I’m inclined to be-
lieve people who put their pro-
fessional reputation on the
line. As to its effect on low-in-
come people, that charge can
be leveled at any proposal in-
volving percentages. Anything
depending upon a percentage
of earnings is going to be unfa-
vorable to folks with lower
earnings. The only way to
avoid that is to have everybody
retire with the same flat bene-
fit from social security. I would-
n’t object to that myself, be-
cause I figure the folks that
have more don’t need the in-
come and the folks that have
less do need it, and that’s fine
with me. But it’s not a popular
idea. For years I’ve been argu-

ing for dollar amounts instead of per-
centage amounts for faculty-salary in-
creases, and I’ve gotten about two peo-
ple to listen to me.

At the other end of the income
scale, what do you say to those who
complain that they’re paying too
much into social security for what
they will get out of it—that they
could do much better by investing
the money themselves?
They’re almost certainly right. The
same is even more true of school taxes
for those who don’t have and never will
have children. By design, low-paid and
high-paid workers share economic risks
under the OASDI program. 

Some have said that people with
high retirement incomes from
other sources shouldn’t get social
security income at all. What would
you think of a means test?
That’s not a good idea.

Well, I shouldn’t say that so quickly.
I’m opposed to means testing in its
purest form, where above a certain
threshold you’d get nothing and below
it you’d get something. But I’m not op-
posed to taxing social security benefits
when incomes are at a certain level.
That’s a kind of means testing; you
don’t tax the folks that don’t have the
money.

But we don’t have 100 percent tax
rates.
No, but now that the concept of the tax
is in, we can fine-tune it, just as we can
gradually increase employer and em-
ployee contributions—a slow, gradual
transition, not an abrupt change. Polit-
ically, that’s the most palatable way of
achieving long-term actuarial balance.

Fourteen years ago you said, “Pol-
itics will dictate that social securi-
ty will survive.” Do you still believe
that?
Yes.

Survive is a very broad term. Social
security will change, but it will survive.
We’ll be driven to biting the bullet—in-
creasing the cost of the contributions
and decreasing the benefits. I even have
enough faith to believe the benefits will
still be shaped to help the lower wage
earner more than the upper wage earn-
er, because politics dictate that, too.

George Andrews Seeks Slow Change in Social Security

George Andrews wouldn’t object if every-
one retired with the same flat  benefit
from social security.
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