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INSIDE

Forum Looks at Animal Use in Research
With the goal of promoting penetrating
discussion, as opposed to debate, Ober-
lin faculty and staff moderated discus-

sions between nationally known speak-
ers and thinkers Monday and Tuesday
at a forum called Animal Use in Sci-

ence and Medicine: Ethics and Policy.
The first of four sessions, held the af-

ternoon of February 23, paired Andrew
Rowan, senior vice president of the Hu-
mane Society of the United States, and
Stuart Zola, professor of neuroscience at
the University of California–San Diego.
The two discussed scientific considera-
tions of animal use. Historian of science
Lynda Payne, visiting assistant professor
of history, introduced the men and mod-
erated a question-and-answer session.

Norman Care, professor of philoso-
phy, moderated the second session,
Moral Considerations of Animal Use,
which convened that evening. The
speakers were Raymond Frey, profes-
sor of philosophy at Bowling Green
State University, and Thomas Regan,
professor of philosophy at North Caroli-
na State University.

Religious ethicist Barbara Blodgett,
visiting instructor in religion, moderated
the third session on the afternoon of Feb-
ruary 24. Speakers for that session, The

Politics of the Human-Animal Relation-
ship, were eco-feminist Carol Adams,
author of The Sexual Politics of Meat: A
Feminist-Vegetarian Critical Theory,
and Jerrold Tannenbaum, clinical pro-
fessor in environmental and population
health at Tufts University and an expert
in veterinary ethics and animal care.

The fourth session, a panel discus-
sion with all of the speakers, was held
that evening. David Love, associate vice
president for research and develop-
ment, moderated.

The speakers were also available at
a Monday-night Rice Faculty Lounge
reception and at Tuesday dinner in
Stevenson Dining Hall.

The Mead-Swing Lectureship Fund
supported the forum. Barbara
Fuchsman, employee in the Office of
Sponsored Programs and chair of the
Institutional Animal Care and Use
Committee, chaired an ad hoc commit-
tee of 12 to plan the event. The pro-
ceedings were audio-taped.

The Otto B. Schoepfle Vocal Arts Center, which Richard Miller found-
ed and directs, will celebrate its rededication tomorrow. The event will
be just one of the highlights of Miller’s day.

Greening Oberlin Little by Little

Saturday: A Special Day for Richard Miller
Tomorrow will hold triple treats for
Richard Miller, professor of singing.
The vocal-arts center that Miller estab-
lished in 1989 will be rededicated in its
new quarters; a scholarship he estab-
lished will be awarded to its first recip-
ient; and he will be identified as—
beginning next school year—the Robert
W. Wheeler Professor of Performance.
Ceremonies will abound.

Voice scientist Ronald Scherer, as-
sistant professor of communication dis-
orders at Bowling Green State Univer-
sity, will give a keynote presentation at
the rededication of the Otto B.
Schoepfle Vocal Arts Center, now on

the third floor of the conservatory’s
Robertson Hall.

Douglas Hicks, director of the Voice
Center and head of speech language
pathology at the Cleveland Clinic, and
several alumni who have used the tools
of the center will also speak. Scherer
and Hicks are affiliate scholars of the
College.

At the reception following the
talks—and tours and demonstrations
of the center—Miller’s professorship
will be announced, as will the first re-
cipient of the Ruth Cogan Scholarship.
Miller named the scholarship after an

By Mark Graham
“I believe that the Environmental Stud-
ies Program leads the way when it
comes to the campus mind-set and in-
volving students in local environmental
issues,” says Cheryl Wolfe, director of
environmental health and safety. “The
struggle remains to involve the rest of
the campus.”

Involving the rest of the campus—
and even the city—is what the staff and
students in the Source Reduction Group
have been doing this year.

Cooperating on environmentally-
responsible incremental changes in the
College’s composting, water, energy,
and paper use, the group involves staff
from operations, grounds, dining ser-
vice, the computing center, environ-
mental studies, and other offices.

Last year Inform and Ohio Citizen
Action, environmental-action groups
advised Wolfe to establish the source-re-
duction group. After the group identi-
fied issues and potential solutions, Citi-
zen Action donated money to hire two
student source-reduction interns this
year.

Although the whole group meets in-
frequently, three subgroups have been
busy.

The composting subgroup is working
with city officials to establish a joint com-
posting site near the city’s water-treat-
ment plant. The College now composts
some grounds clippings, but not food
waste. The group is meeting with the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and city

officials to obtain permission to compost
preprocessed food waste from the cam-
pus dining halls. Dennis Greive, grounds
manager, says the project should start on
a small scale within a year.

Senior Sadhu Johnston, recycling as-
sistant, and sophomores Mark Frey and
Orion Walker, source-reduction interns,
have been designing bulletin boards
with information about water usage to
be placed in dorms. In January the Col-
lege spent about $20,000 for sewer and
sanitation services and $15,000 for
water. Walker hopes the informational
boards will inspire students to self-regu-
late their water use, possibly by a com-
petition between dorms.

The paper subgroup has been bind-
ing together leftover cover sheets from
computing-center printouts into note-
books. The notebooks are available free
at the Co-op Bookstore. The Co-op has
asked Johnston for as many notebooks
as possible; students take them faster
than Johnston and printing services can
make them.

Other goals of the paper subgroup
include curbing junk mail, buying
bluebooks made from recycled paper,
and persuading offices to stop using
fluorescent paper, which cannot be re-
cycled.

The energy subgroup has conducted
research on the energy costs of comput-
ers on campus. Based on that study and
estimates by the computing center of
how many computers are on campus,

Before the first session of the animal-rights forum begins Lynda Payne
and Barbara Fuchsman confer, and Andrew Rowan and Stuart Zola
(back to camera) get a head start on dialog.

Continued on page 3 Continued on page 3
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On February 11
Stephen Crowley,
assistant professor of
politics,  gave a talk,
“Between a Rock and
a Hard Place: Rus-
sia’s Coal Industry,”
at the Davis Center
for Russian Studies

at Harvard University, where he also
spoke to a class in post-Soviet politics.
The February 20 issue of the Chronicle
of Higher Educationmentioned Crowley
in an article, “New Faces and New
Methodologies Invigorate Russian
Studies,” about researchers who have
“moved beyond Sovietology, capturing
the attention of scholars throughout po-
litical science.”  • AWIS Magazine, the
journal of the Association for Women in
Science, published an article by
Yolanda Cruz, professor of biology, in
its November/December 1997 issue.
Yolanda wrote “Challenges in Col-
lege–Level Science
Education” at the re-
quest of the maga-
zine’s editor, Pamela
Hines ’74, who is also
senior editor for
Science, the journal
of the American As-
sociation for the Ad-

vancement of Science. The challenges
Yolanda identifies in the article include
hands-on laboratory or field experience,
effective classroom teaching, increasing
technical specialization and concomi-
tant expense, student expectations, and
precollege preparation. • Gary

Kornblith, profes-
sor of history, was
quoted in the Janu-
ary 16 Chronicle of
Higher Education
story about Oberlin
through History, the
home page of the
Electronic Oberlin

Group (www.oberlin.edu/~EOG/), which
Gary spearheads. “We like to think we’re
showing an attractive and distinctive
side of Oberlin to the outside world,”
Gary told the Chronicle reporter for the
piece, “Oberlin College and Oberlin,
Ohio, Join Forces to Offer Their Histo-
ries on Line.” “We’re trying to bridge the
gap between scholarly and popular his-
tory,” Gary said. •
David Orr, profes-
sor of environmental
studies and politics,
was one of the speak-
ers at Indiana Uni-
versity’s January 14
kickoff for environ-
mental stewardship,
a campus initiative that will marry uni-
versity operations and academics. In
the past month or so David has also spo-
ken at Wake Forest University, David-
son College, Rice University, and
Mount Holyoke College. • The January
24 issue of the Economist carried an ar-
ticle in its “Britain” section on urban
land-use planning that refers to work
Stephen Sheppard, associate profes-

sor of economics and
environmental stud-
ies, did during his
leave last year at the
London School of
Economics. The re-
search paper re-
ferred to in the
Economist is Steve’s

“The Welfare Economics of Land Use
Regulation,” which is Number 42 in the
London School of Economics Research
Papers in Environmental and Spatial
Analysis series. Steve presented the
paper at the Chicago meetings of the Al-
lied Social Science Associations meet-
ings in Chicago January 4. Steve’s col-
league David Cleeton, professor of
economics, downloaded the article from

the Internet and temporarily posted it a
click away from www.oberlin.edu/
~economic/sheppard.html. The link:
Steve’s photo. • The January issue of Na-
tional Geographic has a photograph on
pages 92 and 93 that Bruce Simonson,

professor of geology,
took in 1993 of his
field assistant and
former student Nick
Marcuse ’94. The
photograph shows
Marcuse inspect-
ing a Western
Australian road cut

for spherules—beadlike grains of glass
that are evidence, Simonson says, of a
meteorite impact. The photo and cap-
tion are part of the article “Labors of
Love: A Report by Your Society’s Com-
mittee for Research and Exploration.”
Bruce’s work is partially supported by
the National Geographic Society. •
During Winter Term Leonard Smith,
associate professor of
history, gave an in-
vited lecture, “Les
Mutineries de 1917
et leur historiogra-
phie” at the Univer-
sité de Lille III–
Charles De Gaulle.
He also gave two in-
vited lectures at Trinity College,
Dublin, one on the body and the sur-
vival of identity in French World War I
texts and the other on the methodologi-
cal problems of researching the French
soldiers of World War I. • A guest com-

ment by Daniel
Styer, associate pro-
fessor of physics, ap-
pears in the Febru-
ary issue of the
American Journal of
Physics. In “Getting
There Is Half the
Fun” Dan argues

that the traditional goal of a physics
problem—namely finding a formula—
is a poor place to stop. He advocates
going beyond this goal to examine the
characteristics of the formula in order
to build physical insight. • The Min-
nesota Daily, the
student newspaper
at the University of
Minnesota, ran an
article in its January
16 issue calling at-
tention to the public
art on the Minnesota
campus. The piece

mentioned Professor of Art Athena
Tacha’s Eco-Rhythms, engravings in
the Ecology Building (see the Observer
of February 14, 1997, for story and
photo) and Rhythmics, asymmetrical
amphitheater-like steps outside the St.
Paul campus gymnasium. Indirectly
quoting the coordinator of the universi-
ty’s public-art program, the reporter
wrote, “Not only are the steps interest-
ing to look at,  . . . but they also provide
a good place to sit and eat lunch out-
side.” • University of Oklahoma Press
has published Oedipus: The Meaning of

A Masculine Life,
by Thomas Van
Nortwick, profes-
sor of classics. “The
book is a study of two
plays by Sophocles,
Oedipus Rex and
Oedipus at Colonus,
as symbolic repre-

sentations of the masculine life cycle,”
says Tom. • The Personal Property
Journal, a publication of the American
Society of Appraisers, has published
the second part of the four-part article
“Researching Your Art Object—Every-
thing You Ever Wanted to Know about
Art Research, But Were Afraid to Ask!”,
by art librarian
Jeffrey Weidman
in its fall 1997 issue.
Hudson Hills Press’s
just-published Amer-
ican Paintings in the
Detroit Institute of
Art, Volume 2: Works
by Artists Born be-
tween 1816 and 1847, edited by Nancy
Rivard Shaw, includes Jeff’s biography
of William Rimmer. Jeff also wrote the
entries on the institute’s four paintings
by Rimmer. Jeff is one of 15 entry au-
thors writing about 53 artists and 95
paintings for the volume. He is on re-
search leave this semester. • The voices
of several members of Oberlin’s faculty
and staff were heard February 11, 12,
and 13 when the Cleveland National
Public Radio station, WCPN, aired
“The Future of Oberlin’s Past,” a series
on black and white relationships in
Oberlin. In the broadcast were
Tammy Dowley-Blackman, asso-
ciate director of admissions; Gary
Kornblith, professor of history and di-
rector of the Oberlin Center for Techno-
logically Enhanced Teaching; Yakubu
Saaka, professor of African-American
studies; and Adenike Sharpley, di-
rector of Afrikan Heritage House.
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Information Technology Generates Lively Discussion at February GF Meeting
A report on information technology by
John Bucher, director of computing, was
the largest segment of the February 17
General Faculty meeting. Bucher told
the faculty that he wants to “open con-
versation” about computing at Oberlin.
Frequently referring to a memo he sent
to the General Faculty a week earlier,
Bucher warned those assembled that the
technical-support crisis (the inability al-
ways to deliver computer help as soon as
it’s needed) “will always be with us. Real-
ly,” he said, “the appetite [for information
technology] is insatiable.” Bucher’s writ-
ten memo is a part of the electronic ver-
sion of this issue, www.oberlin.edu/
~observer/obs_issues.html.

During a lengthy question and an-
swer period President Nancy Dye asked
what Internet2, for which the College is
preparing, would do for faculty. Bucher’s
answer: deliver full-motion video to the
computer desktop and allow collabora-
tive sharing of massive amounts of data
in real time. Some Q & A time was spent
in faculty discussion of computer-file
backup. Bucher’s recommendation, for
faculty in departments or programs that
don’t have a coordinated backup system,
was to back up individually on Jaz or Zip
drives, purchase of which may be sup-
ported by the department, program, or
relevant dean’s office. A student-senate
representative argued for better connec-

tivity for students living off campus. Rhys
Price Jones, associate professor of com-
puter science, questioned the center’s abil-
ity and willingness to support Computer
Science Program needs. Bucher received
hearty applause at the close of his talk.

Earlier in the meeting Dye delivered
several remarks and announcements,
concerning the March 2-4 reaccreditation
by the North Central Association of Col-
leges and Universities and the National
Association of Schools of Music (be pre-
pared to respond if called by the accredi-
tors, Dye told faculty); College collabora-
tion with public schools (people
interested in working on the plan—see
the Observerof February 13, “Nancy Dye

Applies $150,000 Knight Grant to Pro-
grams for City School Children and
Other Students from Low-Income Fami-
lies—may send Dye an E-mail message
or note, she said); the recent assault on an
Oberlin student (“Reinforce Security’s
message that it’s not safe to walk alone at
night”); and the capital campaign (since
January 1 we have been in the quiet
phase of the campaign, she said). Dye
announced that this year’s fund raising
is $2 million ahead of where it was last
year. Her last comment was on the phys-
ical-education workers who were recent-
ly dismissed without the knowledge of
the Office of Human Resources. All have
been reinstated, she said.

http://www.oberlin.edu/~EOG
http://www.oberlin.edu/~economic/sheppard.html
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Transitions
New Faculty and Staff
James Henry (City College of New
York B.A. 1991, Cleveland State Uni-
versity M.A. 1997) is a visiting instructor
in creative writing. He taught composi-
tion and creative writing at Cleveland
State last school year. He is the author of
the short-story collection Thank You for
Being Concerned and Sensitive, pub-
lished by the University of Iowa Press.
He is interested in the works of Donald
Barthelme and Jack Douglas, narratol-
ogy, and narrative therapy. Henry, who
enjoys the Simpsons, skiing, biking, run-
ning, and despising movies, says he
looks forward to free concerts and some
good tennis at Oberlin. Laurie
McMillin (Lawrence University B.A.

Ohio choral conductor who was ahead
of her time in recognizing how physiol-
ogy and acoustics affect vocal sound.
Cogan scholarship recipients—the
scholarship will be awarded annual-
ly—will have demonstrated commit-
ment to furthering the pedagogic work
of the vocal-arts center.

As part of the day’s celebrations,
which begin at 2:30 in the conservato-
ry, several of Miller’s former voice stu-
dents will give musical performances.

“The most beautiful singing voices
are the most efficiently produced ones,”
Miller says, and his statement has

been the rationale for the vocal-arts
center, which—through its instrumen-
tation and the expertise of those who
operate it—can analyze the efficiency of
a singer’s voice and provide data that
can help improve it. The goals of the fa-
cility are to relate physical and acoustic
factors of vocal production to artistic
singing, and to conduct research that
enhances such information.

New instrumentation in the state-
of-the-art center allows students to
view four types of vocal analysis, and in
its new and larger space the center can
accommodate an entire class at once.
Affiliate scholars Scherer; Hicks;
Thomas Abelson, a physician with the
Solon branch of the Cleveland Clinic;

and Paul Oncley, a retired musical
acoustics specialist ; have been special-
ly trained to operate the center’s new
stroboscopic and fiber-optic instru-
ments and to interpret the equipment’s
audiovisual feedback. They are on
hand at the center by appointment
through Miller.

No other institution has incorporat-
ed into its vocal-pedagogy curriculum
the technology or scientific approach
that is now at Oberlin, says Miller, di-
rector of the center and adjunct staff
member of the Cleveland Clinic De-
partment of Otolaryngology. The center
is named for the chair of the Lorain
County Printing and Publishing Com-
pany, publishers of the Chronicle

Telegram, now deceased, who matched
the funds for the center given by the
Kulas Foundation. The center is open
to all conservatory students.

The Wheeler professorship honors a
professor’s excellence throughout his or
her career. Karen Wolff, dean of the
conservatory, calls Miller “perhaps the
most distinguished practitioner of vocal
pedagogy of our time.” His contribu-
tions “have brought a more scientific
approach to the study of voice, which
before had not always been grounded in
a knowledge of physiology and vocal
mechanism,” Wolff says. Miller is
known internationally as an author, ed-
itor, vocal researcher, teacher, and pro-
fessional performer.

The Allen Memorial Art Museum is one of nine national art
institutions joining with Creative Time, a New York public-
arts presenter, to sponsor performance artist Karen
Finley’s first national public-performance piece.

Finley’s new work, titled 1-900-ALL-KAREN, is ac-
cessed by calling the telephone number 1-900-ALL-
KAREN, where the caller will hear a taped message that

changes daily. According to Creative Time’s press release
on the piece, the work is inspired by “America’s growing
fascination with the telephone as a personal yet anony-
mous outlet for information and companionship.” Finley
is intentionally choosing the 900 exchange—often associ-
ated with phone sex, horoscopes and psychics—to explore
free expression, says the release.

The messages began February 16 and will contin-
ue for the next six months. Callers are charged $1.75
for the first minute and $1.25 a minute thereafter.
Finley’s phone commentary includes observations
on news headlines and social injustices as well as
personal reflections on motherhood and daily life.

In 1990 Finley’s National Endowment for the Arts
[NEA] grant was rescinded amid political charges of
obscenity against her We Keep Our Victims Ready.
She fought the NEA’s decision, and in 1992 the grant
was reinstated. The case has been petitioned for con-
sideration with the United States Supreme Court. 1-
900-ALL-KARENwill include Finley’s perspective on
the matter.

Creative Time commissioned and organized 1-
900-ALL-KAREN as one of its presentations of ex-
perimental public artworks that investigate the
role of art and the artist in
the American social land-
scape. 

Finley will appear live at
Oberlin College this com-
ing December when she
performs The American
Chestnut, billed as “her in-
vestigation of the collective
fantasy of middle-class
American domesticity.” 

College employees who
want to hear Finley’s mes-
sage will have to call from
home. Phone calls from Col-
lege phones to all 900 ex-
changes are blocked at the
central switchboard.

Richard Miller . . .
Continued from page 1

Frey predicts that if faculty, staff, and
students turn off the monitors when
they are not using their computers the
College can save about $10,000 a
month in energy bills.  The source-re-
duction interns will be posting this in-
formation in residence halls and other
campus buildings to encourage energy-
conscious computer usage.

Other changes have already oc-
curred. Oberlin Shorts has reduced the
number of mass mailings to students
(see the September 26 Observer,
“Mandatory in October: Oberlin
Shorts, and No More Mass Student
Mailings”). And Gary Koepp, director
of purchasing and auxiliary services,
buys only carpet made from recycled
materials and is working with the
group to make College purchasing
more ecologically responsible.

“We’ve seen some good efforts by the
operations division with energy-conser-
vation measures, institutionalizing the
recycling program, changes in purchas-
ing, and involving students,” Wolfe
says. But, she adds, “we have a long
way to go before we really begin to con-
duct business in an environmentally
sensitive manner.”

Though many small efforts are now
under way, the group has larger plans
for the future. The energy subgroup is
investigating the feasibility of solar-
and wind-energy sources for the Col-
lege. This April the G.T. Environmen-
tal consulting service will begin a se-
ries of three waste audits, some of
which may enlist more staff and stu-
dents. The first will examine the con-
tents of six dumpsters at several cam-
pus locations. What the audit finds by
dumpster-diving will shape new pro-
grams to educate the whole campus
about food and paper waste.

Greening . . .
Continued from page 1

Allen Memorial Art Museum Helps Sponsor
Karen Finley’s National Public-Art Project

Finley is advertising 1-900-ALL-KAREN with postcards
(above) and matchbook covers (right). The reverse of
the postcard give the details on how to access the art-
work and lists the sponsors. 

1994, Syracuse University Ph.D. 1997)
is a visiting assistant professor of reli-
gion. Interested in South Asian religions,
Tibetan studies, and cultural studies,
she has taught at Kenyon College,
Lawrence University, and in Oberlin’s
Expository Writing Program. A former
faculty-advisor-of-the-year at Kenyon,
McMillin has received a dissertation fel-
lowship from the National Endowment
for the Humanities and a Kenyon Col-
lege faculty-development grant. She has
published articles in LIT: Literature, In-
terpretation, Theory; Writes of Passage;
and the Bulletin of Concerned Asian
Scholars. She enjoys travel and hiking
and says she looks forward to “working
with students who have strong interests

in Asian studies.” She is married to Scott
McMillin, assistant professor of English.
Maura Murry (Louisiana State Uni-
versity B.S. 1994) is an assistant area co-
ordinator in the residential-life office.
She has held graphic-design positions at
the Co-op Bookstore’s Copies and LSU’s
residential-life department, where she
also worked as a public-relations special-
ist. Murry is interested in student lead-
ership and development, and she enjoys
art, painting and drawing, web surfing,
cooking, and her role as the vice presi-
dent of the Co-op Bookstore’s board of di-
rectors. She says she looks forward to
“getting to know the community more
intimately . . . students, faculty, and
staff.” She is married to Tracy Murry,

also an area coordinator in the residen-
tial-life office.

Changes in Appointment
On February 1 Marjorie Burton, the
acting assistant director, became the
assistant director of the safety and se-
curity office, and Associate Professor of
Recorder and Baroque Flute Michael
Lynn, acting associate dean for tech-
nology and facilities in the conservato-
ry, became the conservatory’s associate
dean for technology and facilities.

Departure
Richard Mann, equipment technician
in the computing center, left the College
January 2.



Tonight: A Concert of His Compositions
Will Mark the Retirement of Edward Miller
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B y 8:00 tonight Warner Concert Hall will swell
with the music, family, and friends of Edward
Miller, professor of composition and music

theory. Miller says he is looking forward to the con-
cert as a reunion. His family, his wife’s family (his
wife is Judith Beinstein Miller, professor of psycholo-
gy), and old friends, including Walter Aschaffenburg,
emeritus professor of composition, are expected for
the event that will honor the composer–teacher and
his 27 years at Oberlin. Miller will retire at the end of
this school year.

A musician from age 10 or 11, when he “hounded”
his parents, he says, for a trumpet, Miller was a pro-
fessional jazz musician by 16 and while still in his
teens began arranging music for
bands in which he played the valve
trombone. During a year’s leave
from the University of Miami, where
he earned his bachelor of music de-
gree in 1953, he toured—Brazil,
Uruguay, and New York City—for
six months with Miguelito Valdez
and His Orchestra, creating a new
arrangement for the orchestra every
month.

But it wasn’t until Renée Longy,
one of his professors at the universi-
ty and daughter of the founder of
Boston’s Longy School of Music, en-
couraged him to compose that he
began writing music outright.

A heady series of associations
from that point on blended with
Miller’s talent and productivity to
assure his place as a composer.

P leased with Miller’s work,
Longy sent his first piece, a
wind quartet, to Aaron

Copland. Impressed, Copland
arranged a scholarship at Tangle-
wood Music Center, where Miller
received encouragement from an-
other teacher, Carlos Chavez.

After Miller completed graduate school, Copland—
together with Boris Blacher, with whom Miller stud-
ied during a second stay at Tanglewood—supported
Miller’s nomination for a Fulbright Scholarship,
which he began in 1956, a year after earning his mas-
ter of music degree at the University of Hartford’s
Hartt College of Music. Adding an extension to his
Fulbright gave Miller a year and a half in Berlin,
where he studied at the Hochschule für Musik with
Boris Blacher and Josef Rufer.

Later, after joining the faculty at Hartt, Miller and
a friend from graduate school drove to the MacDowell
Colony (where Miller was later to take a residency) for
a visit. Virgil Thomson, whom the friend knew, was in
residence there at the time, and Miller was able to en-
tice Thomson—with the help of a bottle of bourbon,
Miller says—to listen to an early version of his brass
quintet, The Folly Stone. The salutary effect was that
Thomson joined Copland to sponsor Miller’s applica-
tion for a Guggenheim Fellowship that took him to
Rome in 1967.

Miller visited Copland twice more while teaching
at Hartt. His face glows when he remembers Copland,
recalling that Copland conducted one of Miller’s works
(Anti-Heroic Amalgam, commissioned by the Hart-
ford Symphony) in 1970, and that Copland mentioned
him in his book, Copland on Music, where he referred
to Miller as one of seven “young talents” whose “music
commands attention.”

Miller’s penchant for sharing his unfinished cre-
ations has resulted in collaborative naming of two of
his works. His colleague Randolph Coleman, also pro-
fessor of composition and music theory, suggested
Anacrusis as the title for Miller’s 1975 composition.
(The word means pick-up: the composition incorpo-
rates aspects of pieces by Ravel and Mahler that im-
mediately followed the work’s premiere performance.)

When Miller told his wife that he did not have a
name for a piece he was writing in 1987, she asked
what the piece did. He answered, “It goes up and
down.” She replied, “Like a dolphin,” and the title be-
came Images from the Eye of a Dolphin, one of the
pieces on tonight’s program.

Having the name helped Miller discover how
the work should end. A regular reader of Astrono-
my magazine, he happened on an article about the
mythology surrounding the constellation Delphi-
nus. Delphinus is “named for a dolphin who,”
Miller writes in the program notes for tonight’s
concert, “at the invitation of Poseidon, leaped to
the sky to marry Amphitrite and became one with

the stars.” Reading the story, says Miller, “I im-
mediately knew how to end the piece.” Careful lis-
teners will hear the leaping tonight.

Some of Miller’s work is wholly or in part elec-
tronic music, and Miller has seen the production tech-
niques for electronic music change dramatically in
the years he has been at Oberlin. He remembers
when the only computer available for creating elec-
tronic audio tapes at Oberlin was the College’s main-
frame, and that punch cards for the machine—one
for each note—needed to be dropped off at the com-
puting center between 2:00 and 4:00 in the morning.
Miller composed his last piece involving an electron-
ic-music component with software residing on a Mac-
intosh hooked up to a synthesizer in his studio at
home—at his convenience.

While composing, Miller says he often thinks “of an
audience of Ed Millers—also of Oberlin students and
teachers—a sophisticated audience,” not, he says, the
audiences of large metropolitan orchestras.

M iller often writes for a specific performer, fre-
quently a faculty colleague. Writing for a fac-
ulty member he knows, and whose perfor-

mance style and abilities he knows, assures him “a
fine performance,” he says. Tonight Lawrence
McDonald, professor of clarinet, will perform Going
Home, for Clarinet and Tape, a piece Miller wrote for
him. Marlene Ralis Rosen, associate professor of
singing, will perform the 1996 version (the third) of
Mists and Waters, Five Settings of Poems by Denise
Levertov, which Miller rewrote for her. He wrote
Seven Sides of a Crystal for Peter Takács, professor of
piano. Others in the conservatory for whom he has
written include Michael Rosen, professor of percus-
sion; Richard Anderson, associate professor of singing;
Marilyn McDonald, professor of violin; Sanford

Margolis, professor of pianoforte; and David Boe, pro-
fessor of organ.

T he four Miller compositions to be played tonight
are his favorites. Two of them have won awards:
Images from the Eye of a Dolphin won the 1989

competition for new chamber works sponsored by the
Hoboken Chamber Orchestra, and Beyond the Wheel
won the Flint New Works Competition at the Univer-
sity of Michigan at Flint the same year.

Miller has won 16 major prizes and awards and
seven major commissions. Winning prizes and
awards “makes me feel good that others can respect
my music,” says Miller. His awards include the

Koussevitzky Prize, two Ohio Arts
Council Individual Composer
Awards, a two-year composition
award from the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, and the Cleve-
land Arts Prize. His commissions in-
clude the Library of Congress
Koussevitzky commission, two com-
missions for the Cleveland Cham-
ber Symphony, and two for the
Hartford Symphony.

The prize that means the most
to him is a 1993 residency at the
Rockefeller International Confer-
ence Center at Bellagio, Italy. There
for four weeks he composed every
day in his own studio on a hillside,
and he left with the outlines of two
movements of a piano and violin
concerto. Asked why the Rockefeller
means the most to him, Miller ea-
gerly sets a scene: “The surround-
ings, the living quarters, the other
buildings, the grounds—were spec-
tacular. And the village on the shore
of Lake Como . . .  And I got to bring
my wife.”

The last pieces on tonight’s pro-
gram are “Star Dust,” “I’ll Be Seeing
You,” and “When the Red, Red,

Robin Comes Bob, Bob, Bobbin’ Along.” Miller wrote
the arrangements for the old standards in 1987, when
he prepared the Winter Term Warblers for what was
billed as an “evening of memories.” The performance
packed the house, says Miller, who finds nothing re-
markable in his juxtaposing the old popular music
and his own far more intellectual fare.

“These are tunes I’ve played thousands of times,
and they linger with me.”

For that matter, he has no trouble vaulting from
16th-century polyphony—which he has taught for 30
years—to his own multitextured modern work. And
although he says he doesn’t like much of today’s popu-
lar music, he tries to “find good things in it,” especially
when one of his three sons asks him to listen.

M iller has created between 60 and 70 composi-
tions. Eight of his works have been pub-
lished; 11 are available in recordings; and

eight major orchestras, including the Berlin Philhar-
monic and the Cleveland Orchestra, have performed
his music. He has been a visiting composer at East-
man School of Music, the University of
Wisconsin–Eau Claire, the New England Conserva-
tory, and Central Michigan University. He has been
visiting professor of electronic music at the Universi-
ty of Iowa. Before coming to Oberlin in 1971 he
taught 12 years at the Hartt School of Music.

One way Miller expects to fill the time in retire-
ment is to finish his book manuscript “A Study of
Monophony and Sixteenth Century Polyphony,”
begun in 1996 with a grant-in-aid from the College.
He’ll also continue gardening (tomatoes, basil, other
herbs, and spices). And as testified by the sturdy
wooden trestle-style desk in his conservatory studio
he, in his words, “builds things” and may pursue that
interest. He plans to stay in Oberlin.

Ed Miller came to Oberlin after meeting Walter Aschaffenburg, who chaired
the conservatory’s music-theory department at the time. The men were intro-
duced in 1967 when both had pieces performed by the Cleveland Orchestra
that year. When an opening developed on Oberlin’s faculty, Aschaffenburg
recommended Miller for the position. The two have been “good friends,” says
Aschaffenburg. “I respect him and admire him.” 
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John  E. Bucher, Director of Computing
Irvin E. Houck Computing Center
Oberlin College
Oberlin, Ohio  44074-1532
Telephone: (440) 775-6727
Fax:(440) 775-8573
E-mail: john_bucher@qmgate.cc.oberlin.edu  OR  cjohn@oberlin.edu

February 11, 1998

To: The General Faculty

From: John E. Bucher, Director of Computing

This is a brief summary of some major computing and networking issues at the College, provided as
supplementary material for my presentation at the General Faculty meeting on Tuesday, February 17.  It’s
not reasonable to expect to cover everyone’s interests and concerns in this memo or during the faculty
meeting.  Therefore I encourage you to contact me directly via e-mail or telephone, should you have
questions or comments about this material or other issues not included here.

Networking Issues

We made several important changes to our campus network in the past 12 months, and much more is
planned.  The most significant of these changes was the  “flattening”  of the network architecture that took
place in stages during this past spring, summer, and fall.  We purchased approximately $400,000 worth of
ATM switches (not to be confused with ATM cash machines) from Cabletron and installed this equipment in
several main campus locations.  In simple terms, we converted from a mostly-routed network to a switched
ATM network, and as a consequence, eliminated the cumbersome complex of dozens of subnets that
formerly made up the total architecture.  This increased our central core network speeds by over a factor of
60, to 655 mgps (called OC12 speed), with a backup speed of 155 megabits per second (called OC3 speed).
It created a much more stable environment (the router often gave us fits!), it set the stage for switched
ethernet speeds (up to 100 megabits per second) to the desktop, and it will allow us to create  virtual LANs
(sometimes called VLANs) that will greatly enhance network management, security, and efficiency.  When
fully implemented, VLAN technology will also provide us with the capability of easily connecting portable
computers to the campus network, no matter where the computer is used on campus.

In addition to the upgrade of the central network, we made  important additions and changes in the
intrabuilding wiring in some campus locations. This work included the addition of many new ports in the
main library, extensive upgrades in the Biology portion of Kettering Hall, and changes and additions in
Wright and Bibbins.  Most all of the campus is now equipped with  “category 5” copper wire, capable of
transmitting speeds of 100 megabits per second or faster (provided that other electronic gear is in place to do
so).  Rice Hall is still equipped with thin net coaxial fiber, as are a few other places.

Please keep in mind that our campus network is complex.  It has many pieces (central switches, central fiber
runs, central servers, networking software, building switches and hubs, building wires, computer interface
cards, etc.), and there will always be occasional  down time on all or parts of our campus network.  We’re
constantly working to eliminate these problems while we also move toward newer, faster technologies.

The bottom line is this: we made important network infrastructure changes that will place us in good
position to offer more reliability, much faster speeds, and better management.  We’re getting ready for the
inevitable increase in network traffic, and we will be ready for Internet2, when it’s ready for us.  (Internet2



is an initiative sponsored by many hardware and software manufacturers and most all of the nation’s major
research institutions.  The project will create the infrastructure and applications for the next generation of the
internet.  It will be capable of gigabit speeds.  You can read all about it at the following web site:
http://www.internet2.edu)

OPUS, the Administrative Systems Migration

I’m very pleased to report to you that the OPUS project is on target and that we successfully implemented
the first software module in late December.  As most are aware, this was the Human Resources module, and
the first paychecks were written using this system on December 29, 1997.  (I was there personally to help
celebrate!)

You have already seen one very visible outcome of OPUS on your paycheck and check stub.  The next
visible sign of the new human resources system will be later this year, when  Web for Employees  is
available.  This software and hardware combination will enable all College employees to review their own
personnel records.  As you can imagine, there are many technical and process-specific issues to resolve
before this capability is working, but we’re quite sure that it will be worth the effort!

OPUS is a very large undertaking; it’s much more than a computing project.  As I reported to you last year,
we acknowledge that this project continues to have an impact on academic computing progress.  However,
we are committed to minimize this impact and to maintain our progress in educational technology.

Computer Lab Changes; Student Computing Issues

We upgraded all of our public Macintosh computer labs last summer, with 87 PowerMac 8600’s, replacing
all of the non-Power PC Macs.  Some software upgrades came along with the new hardware, and we added
projection facilities in the Biggs lab.  We’re hoping that these 8600’s will get us by in the public labs for 3
years or so, but of course, time will tell.

Although we can’t say for sure just how far the budget will go, we intend to upgrade the public Windows
lab in Mudd this coming summer, as well as upgrade and increase the workstations in the Social Science
Data Lab in King.  We will upgrade the Windows operating system to NT 4.x on all these units..

Last summer we also assisted in upgrades in the Psychology and Computer Science computer labs, and we
expect that there will be other lab upgrades in the summer of 1998.

Our public and dedicated computing labs continue to see a lot of use, in spite of rising student computer
ownership. A fall 1997 survey indicated that approximately 70% of our students own some sort of personal
computer, with an equal mix of Mac and Windows machines.  The Macintosh ownership has dropped from
63% to 48% in the last two years.  Also, approximately 900 student computers are connected to the campus
network in the residence halls.

As expected, there are times when the public labs are hardly used at all, but there are times when they’re
packed.  It’s hard to back this up with quantitative data, but I estimate that we have about the right number
of public workstations, given the size and nature of our student body.  It’s also clear to us that much of the
lab use is for access to e-mail and the world wide web; we placed several older computers in the Mudd
Level A lobby for kiosks for this purpose.

At this point, we’re not planning a drastic changes in the number of labs or the number of machines in labs.
However, as we begin to offer resources for mobile computing, and as the number of student-owned
laptops increases, we may need to reassess this strategy.

One final item:  our free printing policy in the public labs is very popular; we spent approximately $30,000
on paper, toner, and printer depreciation last academic year.  On the peak day of use last Fall Term, over
16,000 sheets were printed.



The Future of the Mac at Oberlin College; The Need for More Windows Support

Last year I reported to you that we were taking a “wait and see” attitude about the future of the Apple
Macintosh at the College.  The preponderance of the Mac at Oberlin and the important role that it has played
in most computing environments at the College made a deliberate and fast move away from the Mac quite
impractical.  A year later, we still think that an aggressive move is not warranted.  However, it’s clear to us
that the campus needs to actively prepare for a certain decrease in the “market share” (at Oberlin) of the
Macintosh, and the consequential increase in the requirement for additional Windows support.

Although the Mac will continue to play an important and necessary role in several key areas of the College
for the foreseeable future, we are sure that a growing number of both academic and administrative
departments will start to use Windows computers.  This will naturally happen as offices reach the point of
requiring desktop upgrades.  The OPUS project will undoubtedly move this along in the administrative
arena, since Oracle (the internal database of the OPUS project) has announced that it will stop producing
code for the Mac in the next couple of years.  (The SCT corporation intends to offer “network computer”
and/or web-based solutions for the Mac users of the Banner software products.)

We have identified several strategies to improve and increase the Windows support that the Computing
Center supplies to the campus.  We don’t have additional staff positions to directly add to this challenge, but
we’re investigating ways to re-deploy some current staff support in other areas toward Windows support.
Essentially, we’ll try to carve out some of the Mac expertise and time commitments and turn those into
Windows support.  However this isn’t easy or straightforward; it’s not a quick fix.  I know that some
people would intensely argue this point, but on a “per machine” basis, supporting a Windows environment
is significantly more difficult than supporting a Mac environment.  Most of this is due to the “plug and play”
capabilities of the Mac, and the complexities of the Windows NT operating system.

We’re also expecting that the migration away from QuickMail at Oberlin (see information below) will greatly
reduce our Windows problems.  As a product originally designed for the Macintosh, QuickMail has never
functioned as well as we would have liked on Windows machines.

E-mail Migration

As announced earlier in several places, QuickMail is going away in the next several months; it will be
replaced by a community-wide (faculty, staff, students) internet-based mail system, which is compliant with
a certain e-mail standard called IMAP.  (IMAP stands for Internet Message Access Protocol.  You can find
out about IMAP at the following web site:  http://www.imap.org)

There are two main reasons for this change:  1) the vendor of QuickMail, CE Software, has announced that
it is discontinuing support for the Local Area Network (LAN) version of QuickMail, which is what we use;
2) our students can’t easily send attachments to faculty and staff, which they will be able to do when we all
use a common e-mail system.

This change will not be easy!  It will involve a lot of work and call for a lot of patience.  QuickMail has
served us well, and it is quite comfortable for the majority of faculty and staff.  Some of the appreciated
features of QuickMail, which can be offered in a LAN-based mail package, will not be available in an IMAP
environment (e.g. the ability to “un-send,” the ability to see if a message has been read, graphic forms).

Currently, we have assembled an    ad hoc    committee of about 10 people to research and investigate the
various IMAP mail package possibilities.  Obviously, we have to find a software package that runs in the
multiple operating system environments that we have at Oberlin and in people’s homes.  These are:  Mac
OS, Windows 3.1, Windows 95, and Windows NT.   We hope to have this choice made very soon and
begin implementation yet this semester.  The major work will be done over the summer and into the fall.
We expect to turn off QuickMail sometime in the middle of the fall, 1998 semester.

You will receive additional information about this change.  I fully understand how important it is to maintain
a reliable e-mail system, and I understand how this change will cause much concern around campus.
PLEASE feel free to contact me with your concerns about this!



Changes in Dial-in Internet Access (PPP lines)

You will soon receive another memo from me, describing changes in dial-in internet access services.  It’s
not practical to describe all the changes here, but in summary, we are starting to “outsource” our dial-in
services from a local commercial internet services provider (ISP).  This means that current users of this
service will have to switch to the ISP, and new users will be given new accounts.  This service is being
subsidized by the Computing Center and will be available free of charge to faculty and
staff exclusively for performing the academic, research, and administrative functions of the College.
  
Classroom Technology

Last summer, two classrooms (King 306 and King 337) were outfitted with permanent equipment to
facilitate teaching with technology.  As funding is available, we will be working with the Deans’ offices and
Audio Visual Services to add additional classrooms.

OCTET

We have worked closely with OCTET the past few months, to facilitate new initiatives in the use of
technology in teaching.  If you haven’t done so already, please contact Gary Kornblith or Sarah Nelson at
OCTET to learn of their activities and to investigate how you might use technology in your curriculum

Desktop Replacement Cycle

Working with the Deans’ offices and other administrative offices, we are still struggling to identify the
funding resources to make the 4-year replacement cycle a reality.  I encourage you to make your desktop
needs known when you are asked for your input.

And some very brief notes on some other issues......

We’re investigating various services of The Computer Store in an attempt to focus the work on
institutional sales.  This will probably mean a reduction in products available for personal purchase.

The Computing Center signed a campus-wide contract for Dr. Solomon’s Anti Virus software, for
both institutional and personally-owned computers.  This will soon be available for free distribution.

Two new web servers were purchased in January.  One has been installed as a new server for Oberlin
Online, the other will be used for the Banner web products that are part OPUS.

We added a couple of computers to the laptop loaner pool and re-wrote the policies for the use of these
computers.  You can obtain more information on this service from the Help Desk.

We’ve been very involved in networking projects in Bosworth, as preparations are made for the
upcoming capital campaign.

A n d . . . . . . . .

Finally, I encourage you to contact me with your concerns and questions about information
technology at Oberlin.  If you’ve got a complaint, let me hear it.  If you’re puzzled about why we have done
something, or why we haven’t done something else, send your question to me.  We work hard in the
Computing Center, and we try to make the right decisions about what we do and how we do it.  The service
support crisis in IT support continues, but we want to do our best to handle it.  Please give us a chance to
answer your questions.  And if you’ve got a compliment, well, we’d like to hear that too!

:-)


