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Opuruíchè Miller and Claudia von Vacano
Win Watson Fellowships
Seniors Opuruíchè Miller and Claudia
von Vacano have won Oberlin’s 61st
and 62nd Watson Fellowships. At least
one Oberlin student has won a Watson
Fellowship every year since 1969,
when the first ones were awarded.
This year’s nominee pool—193—was
the largest in six years, according to the
Thomas J. Watson Foundation, which
grants the awards.

Miller, an Oberlin resident (his par-
ents are Albert Miller, assistant profes-
sor of religion, and Brenda Grier-Miller,
special advisor, academic services) will
explore the influences of hip-hop culture
through radio in South Africa, in part by
serving a nonpaid internship at a South
African radio station. Von Vacano, a na-
tive of Bolivia whose family now lives in
Alexandria, Virginia, will study mural-

ist art in Mexico, Nicaragua, and South
Africa, creating a multimedia record of
her observations.

The Watson Foundation looks for
“seriously creative people,” says the
foundation’s director, Noreen Tuross.
This year 60 graduating seniors from
51 colleges met that criterion. The
grant awards $19,000 to each fellow to
travel outside the United States on
what the foundation calls a wanderjahr
to explore a topic of his or her own
choosing.

A double-major in African-American
studies and religion, Miller has been ex-
ploring hip-hop culture in the United
States for several years and considers
himself part of it. He cochaired last
month’s conference Sacred Mics and

Johnnetta Cole ’57, former president of Spelman College and nationally ac-
claimed author, will give the 1998 baccalaureate address May 24 at 2:00 P.M.
in Finney Chapel. The title of her talk is “. . . The Greatest of These Is Love.”

During Cole’s more than 30 years as an anthropologist, professor, ad-
ministrator, author, researcher, and lecturer, she has been an advocate for
women and people of color. When she became the seventh president of Spel-
man in 1987, she not only became the first African-American woman to
head the historically black college for women, but she also helped to lead
Spelman into the ranks of America’s outstanding colleges.

Cole, who retired from the Spelman presidency in June 1997, will join
Emory University’s anthropology department and its programs in women’s
studies and black studies this fall, following a year’s sabbatical leave.

Cole majored in sociology at Oberlin and earned M.A. and Ph.D. degrees
in anthropology at Northwestern University. She subsequently taught at
Washington State University, the University of Massachusetts at Amherst,
and Hunter College.

Her most recent book,
Dream the Boldest Dreams,
captures in aphorisms her
thoughts on life, women, ed-
ucation, and work, among
other topics. Other books
she has written or edited in-
clude Conversations:
Straight Talk With Ameri-
ca’s Sister President; Anthro-
pology for the Nineties: Intro-
ductory Readings; and All
American Women: Lines
that Divide, Ties That Bind. 

Last year Cole was ap-
pointed to oversee an ag-
gressive diversity program
at Smith Barney, the stock-
brokerage and investment

Oberlin Gets in on the Ground Floor to Help Establish Prepaid-Tuition Plan
Oberlin is one of 52 private colleges and
universities that have joined to create
Tuition Plan Inc., a program that would
allow parents to prepay tuition and re-
ceive a discount on expenses if their
child is admitted to a member school.

The College has signed on to Tuition
Plan during its formative stages “if only
to be able to shape the program,” says
Andy Evans, vice president for finance
and Oberlin’s representative to the cor-
poration.

The plan is “very interesting to me,”
says Robert Knight, financial planning
and budget director, “because it brings
a lot of issues into play that have to do
with higher-education management:
development, admissions, investment,
and more.” Knight, who has also at-
tended some of the organizational
meetings, says he has been “bird-dog-
ging” Tuition Plan since its early stages.

How the Plan Will Work
The program will operate a little differ-

ently from existing prepaid-tuition
plans for state colleges and universities.
Tuition Plan will offer certificates in
fixed denominations that will be re-
deemable at a future date for tuition,
fees, room, and board at any of the
member institutions nationwide, not
just in one state.

Each participating institution will
guarantee how much a certificate will
buy at its institution at given future
dates. This will allow families to know
at the time of purchase what portion of
the college cost the certificate will cover
at many institutions, yet not commit
the family’s investment to any single
school until the student is ready to en-
roll. (In most state plans families pay
100 percent of today’s tuition to attend
the institution any time in the future.)

To cover the difference between the
prepayment and future tuition, Tuition
Plan will invest the funds generated by
certificate sales in broadly diversified
portfolios. The group plans to choose

portfolios with the potential for greater
returns than those generated in fixed-
income-oriented state plans.

Each institution will bear the invest-
ment risk of the funds derived from pur-
chased certificates. Colleges are betting
that their expertise in investing endow-
ment income will mean that the return
on their investment of certificate rev-
enue will be greater than the value of
tuition, fees, room, and board when the
certificates are cashed in.

Public Good
According to its planners, Tuition Plan
“should stimulate and encourage more
saving for college and university expens-
es. Ultimately, this might help to relieve
some of the pressures for greater and
greater outlays for student aid from insti-
tutional, state and federal sources.” A pre-
paid plan would also stimulate price com-
petition among private institutions, they
say, and help maintain the vitality of the
independent sector of higher education.

Plan participants have not yet decid-
ed whether to form another organiza-
tion—probably a nonprofit—or to con-
tract with existing investment
organizations such as TIAA-CREF to
market the plan and to oversee the in-
vestments, help institutions plan their
guarantees, and pay out funds to the in-
stitutions when the students enroll.

As reported in the April 24 Chronicle
of Higher Education, among the institu-
tions that have joined Tuition Plan be-
sides Oberlin are Princeton, Rice,
Southern Methodist, and Vanderbilt
universities, and Carleton and Kenyon
colleges. To be viable, planners say, a
critical mass of 100 institutions must be-
come involved; 800 have been invited.

So far Oberlin and the other institu-
tions have invested $10,000 each for
start-up costs that include expenses of
incorporating and legal and manage-
ment-consultant fees.

The program could begin accepting
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Editor's Note
Here's more news about Claudia von Vacano that came in too late to be included in the paper version of this issue: Claudia will attend Stanford University when she returns from her _wanderjahr_ to study educational technology. She  has been elected to Phi Beta Kappa.
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Faculty and Staff Notes
Paul Cohen, saxo-
phone instructor, re-
cently premiered a
concerto written for
him by Sabine
Pautza with the
Plainfield (New Jer-
sey) Symphony. Also
recently, he per-

formed in a New York City concert
commemorating survivors of the Holo-
caust, and in an all-Gershwin concert
for the American Music retrospective
series at the Tillis Center on Long Is-
land. In March he performed the origi-
nal version of the Concerto for Alto Sax-
ophone by Ingolf Dahl in Binghamton,
New York, and gave a lecture on the
history of the piece at the College Band
Directors National Association conven-
tion at Pennsylvania State University.
Also in March he was an invited guest
at the North American Saxophone Al-
liance, held in Evanston, where he pre-
sented a lecture on lost music for saxo-
phone and gave a recital that included
a work by the late Calvin Hampton ’60.
Paul gave a March master class at New
York University. In January he ap-
peared with Orchestra New England.
Paul’s saxophone quartet, the New
Hudson Quartet, performed recently in
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, where they
played adaptations of music of Aaron
Copland that Paul has prepared at the
request of Boosey and Hawkes, Cop-
land’s publisher. • The February 25
Long Beach, California, Press-
Telegram covered a talk Roger
Copeland, profes-
sor of theater, gave
at the California
State University at
Long Beach Febru-
ary 23. Roger, a
panelist and site
visitor for the Na-
tional Endowment
of the Arts (NEA), spoke about federal
support for the arts. In “Ex-NEA (sic)
Consultant Calls for More Eyebrow-
Raising Artwork” Roger is quoted as re-
minding the audience that the NEA
mandate is to support the arts that
might not have mass commercial ap-
peal. “I’d say to the NEA: You should be

funding stuff that raises eyebrows;
that’s your function.” Last July Roger
was one of five international keynote
speakers invited to the University of
Capetown to address that country’s
first international dance and music
conference, Confluences. The event
was the first attempt of the new South
Africa (postapartheid, post-cultural
boycott) to reach out to the interna-
tional academic dance and music com-
munity. He gave two talks—one about
Merce Cunningham and one about
dance criticism—and moderated a
panel discussion with the other
keynote speakers on the current state
of dance scholarship. After the confer-
ence, by arrangement with the U.S.
State Department, he lectured in Pre-
toria and Johannesburg, where his
topics were nonliterary theater in
America and the 40-year collaboration
between Merce Cunningham and
John Cage. In January he gave the
keynote address at a conference on
cross-cultural approaches to arts fund-
ing held at Trinity College in Hartford.
The address was titled “Who Lost the
Arts?: Why America Has No National
Arts Policy as We Approach the 21st
Century.” Panelists responding to his
talk were Wang Meng, former minis-
ter of culture in China, Martha
Coigney, director of the U.S. branch of
the International Theatre Institute,
and Tony Hall, Trinidadian play-
wright. • Kathleen Chastain,

teacher of flute and chamber music
with winds, and Michel Debost, pro-
fessor of flute and Wheeler Professor
in Performance, traveled recently to
Yugoslavia and France to play at the
Belgrade Festival and to teach master
classes in Paris-Bastille. The French
city of Le Havre will name its next in-
ternational competition Concours
Michel Debost. One of Michel’s former
students, Heidi Pintner ’94, has writ-
ten as her doctoral thesis at Florida
State University at Tallahassee “The
Life and Teachings of Flutist Michel
Debost.” Michel has been nominated
as a 1998 EdPress Distinguished
Achievement Award finalist for his
columns “Debost’s Comments” in the
March, May, July, September, and
November 1997 issues of Flute Talk. •
President Nancy Dye will give brief

remarks at the 10th
anniversary of
Women’s Link, a
women’s center at
Lorain County Com-
munity College, May
30. Part of the cele-
bration will be the
performance of an

original choral composition by dou-
ble-degree sopho-
more Katherine
Miller. • William
Friedman, pro-
fessor of psycholo-
gy, has been invit-
ed to present a
seminar, “Memory
Processes Underly-

ing Humans’ Chronological Sense of
the Past,” June 24 at the University
College, London. His talk is part of a
yearlong series on time and memory
held in Oxford, Warwick, and London.
Bill’s visit and the series are spon-
sored by the British Academy Hu-
manities Research Board. The series
includes talks by philosophers, psy-
chologists, and neuroscientists. Bill’s
seminar is the final one in the series.
A chapter based on his seminar will
appear in a book on the series to be
published by Oxford University Press.

• Catherine Jarjisian, professor of
music education, and Jody Kerchner,
assistant professor of music education,
will give a joint presentation, “Guiding
Students’ Listening: Hints from the
Music,” at the International Society for
Music Education (ISME) meeting in
Pretoria, South Africa, July 19-26. Dur-
ing the week before the meeting Kitty
will deliver “Going for Gumption: An
Educational Mission” at a related sem-
inar on teacher education held at the
Kreuger National Game Park (“one-
day safari included!” says Kitty). Jody
has been invited to present a poster, “A
Portrait Created with Multisensory
Paintbrushes: A Child’s Music Listen-
ing Experiences,” for the research
poster session at the ISME meeting.
“We intend to round out the trip by
heading south to Capetown and Dur-
ban for visits to schools and such,”
Kitty says. • Clayton Koppes, profes-
sor of history and
dean of the College
of Arts and Sci-
ences, gave a lec-
ture, “Silver Screen
and Red Menace:
Sex, Censorship,
and Anticommu-
nism,” in the Insti-
tute of Humanities lecture series at
John Carroll University April 28. • On
March 24 Gil Miranda, professor of

music theory, at-
tended the inaugu-
ration of an exhibit
on Portuguese com-
poser Jorge Croner
de Vasconcellos,
whose biography Gil
wrote (Jorge Croner
de Vasconcellos:

(1910-1974) Vida E Obra Musical,
1992). Gil was a member of the orga-
nizing committee and contributed to
the exhibition selections and to the
preface and core of the catalogue. The
exhibit was held at the Sociedade Na-
cional de Belas Artes, in Lisbon, Por-
tugal, through April 30. The inaugura-
tion and closure were celebrated by
chamber-music recitals of music by
the composer. “It was a success in
terms of attendance at its inaugura-
tion and concerts,” says Gil. • Lynda
Payne, visiting assistant professor of
history, gave a talk, “The Disci-
pline of Anatomical Hands: Dr.
Daniel Turner (1667-1741) and His
Patients in Early Modern England,”
April 14 at a meeting of the Handerson

Society at the Dittrick Museum of
Medical History in Cleveland. • Dur-
ing a six-week research-related visit to

India Anuradha
Needham, associ-
ate professor of Eng-
lish, participated in
weekly faculty-run
seminars at the
University of Delhi
on the three “posts”:
postcolonial stud-

ies, poststructuralist theory, and post-
modernism. She gave a talk, “Subver-
sive Critique or Neocolonial
Knowledge?” at one of the sessions. On
her return Anu gave a lecture April 17
on Tayeb Salih’s Season of Migration to
the North to an introductory literature
class at Case Western Reserve Universi-
ty. • David Orr,
professor of environ-
mental studies, was
quoted in the Sanibel
Captiva Islander’s
March 6 edition in an
article previewing a
symposium, Acade-
mic Planning in Col-
lege and University Environmental
Programs, held at Gulf Coast Universi-
ty that weekend. The quotations are
from Orr’s book Earth in Mind, and in-
clude: “Education comes from educe,
which means to draw out. What needs
to be drawn out is our affinity for life,
which would lead to a kind of awaken-
ing of possibilities and potentials that
currently lie largely dormant and un-
used in the utilitarian mind.” David
gave the keynote address for the annu-
al meeting of the North American As-
sociation for Environmental Education,
which sponsored the symposium. In
April he gave talks at the universities of
Florida and Michigan; Duke, Yale, and
Michigan State universities; and Otter-
bein and Bowdoin colleges. He spoke at
Connecticut College Wednesday. •
Miriam Adenike Sharpley has re-

ceived a $7000
grant from the
Minneapolis Foun-
dation to support a
two-week study
tour in Gambia,
Mali, and Senegal
by the College’s
Dance Diaspora

dance troupe. The grant will allow
Adenike and 15 troupe members to
study and experience the art, culture,
and language of the Mandinka people
of Senegal and Gambia, the Wolof and
Fulani of Gambia, and the Soninke in
all three countries. Dance Diaspora pre-
serves, performs, and teaches tradition-
al dances of West Africa. The troupe
performs on campus and in northeast-
ern Ohio schools. • The April issue of
the Journal of Chemical Education
has published “A Chemical Puzzle” by
Harry Spencer, affiliate scholar, and
Leonard Kusdra ’97.
The article describes
a puzzle that in-
volves chemical rea-
soning, colorful liq-
uid solutions and
precipitates, and a
science-fiction set-
ting that Kusdra cre-
ated when he was a first-year Oberlin
student. The purpose of the puzzle, say
the authors, is to demonstrate that
“chemical experimentation can be fun.”
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Projects Get Under Way
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Johnnetta Cole . . .
Continued from page 1
company. As reported in the Chronicle
of Higher Education, “The program is
a key part of Smith Barney’s settle-
ment with 23 women who had sued,
charging that they were denied pro-
motions and sexually harassed by
male employees while they worked for
the company.”

In 1992 Cole was cluster coordina-
tor for education, labor, the arts, and
humanities for President-elect Bill
Clinton’s transition team.

Cole serves on many boards and
committees, including the National

Prepaid Tuition . . .
Continued from page 1
investments as early as this fall if by
then the Internal Revenue Service ex-
tends the same tax treatment to Tuition
Plan investors as it now affords state-
plan investors. But before Oberlin goes
ahead with the plan, says Knight,
“much more discussion will be necessary
with admissions staff and trustees.”

Mae Logan to Retire from the Conservatory
“I’m the only secretary
they’ve ever had,” says
Mae Logan, depart-
ment assistant for the
divisions of Music The-
ory and Musicology;
the departments of
Composition, Histori-
cal Performance, and
Ethnomusicology; and
the TIMARA Pro-
gram. “The first paper
that was put into the
first folder—I did.”

After this month
someone else will be
doing the filing, run-
ning the copy ma-
chine, typing the
exams and corre-
spondence, answer-
ing the phone, keep-
ing the records and
schedules, dubbing
the tapes, and per-
forming the myriad
other tasks on which
the faculty members
and their associated students in the
divisions, departments, and pro-
gram depend.

As of January Logan had worked
for the College—in the same area of
the conservatory—for 31 years. The
first five years were five-hour days,
and the College doesn’t count them
in her longevity, says Logan,
adding, “I count them.”

“I started with 13 people,” Logan
says. The mailboxes in her office now
number 26, and some of the people
she works for don’t have mailboxes.
She also started with a non-correct-
ing typewriter. She remembers her
first office as being furnished with—
besides the typewriter—a desk, a
chair, a filing cabinet, and a
turntable. Today—besides a com-
puter—she has a copy machine,
printer, dubbing machine, DAT ma-
chine, microwave, video player, re-
frigerator, a filing cabinet, a desk
with an extension, two chairs, shelv-
ing, and a table bearing a supply of
coffee and sweet rolls (to share).

“I work for the nicest departments on this
whole campus,” says Mae Logan. “You can’t
put that in a job description, but it’s true.”

Logan’s involvement with the
College has taken her beyond her
office. She and her husband, Matt,
have been host parents to foreign
students at the College since 1973,
“and we have been the richer for it,”
says Logan. Over the years she has
taken several classes in the conser-
vatory and the college religion de-
partment, and she has played in
the gamelan.

“I’ll miss the people,” Logan
says, but she has made quite a few
plans for her retirement years.
She’s already signed up for the Col-
lege’s secretarial pool. And she has
begun training as a volunteer chap-
lain at Allen Memorial Hospital.
Besides also volunteering at the
Oberlin Historical and Improve-
ment Organization, she will travel
with Matt. The couple plans to go
rock hunting in Missouri and
Arkansas, and to visit their daugh-
ter in Arkansas, granddaughter in
North Carolina, and friends in Ari-
zona and Florida.

Eight members of the Oberlin faculty
have received Summer Educational
Technology (SET) grants; a member of
the biology department has been
named an OCTET (Oberlin Center for
Technologically Enhanced Teaching)
faculty associate; and 15 faculty mem-
bers have signed up for the OCTET
Summer Workshop, Using Education-
al Technology to Teach Literature. All
are funded from the $350,000 grant
that the Andrew W. Mellon Founda-
tion awarded the College last year to
establish OCTET—see the Observer of
May 9, 1997.

The recipients of the SET grants and
their projects are

•David Cleeton, professor of eco-
nomics: Internet and Statistical
Exercises for a Course on Global
Economy,

•Paul Dawson, professor of poli-
tics: Technology Improvements
to Politics 105,

•Patricia deWinstanley, associate
professor of psychology: Cogni-
tion in the Real World,

•Lynn Fisher, visiting instructor
in anthropology: Development of
Lab Exercises for Series of Ex-
panded Labs,

•Heather Hogan, professor of his-
tory: Development of Online Re-
sources for a Course,

•Daniel Styer, associate professor
of physics: Software Introduction
for Two Courses,

•Robin Treichel, associate profes-
sor of biology: Development of
Web-Based Materials for Cell
and Molecular Biology, and

•James A. Walsh, associate pro-
fessor of mathematics: Chaos and
Fractals: An Introduction.
Treichel will also be the first OCTET

faculty associate. She will receive re-
leased time for one course during the
fall semester to work with the OCTET
staff to help colleagues in biology, neu-
roscience, and related disciplines “move
ahead with educational technology to
achieve pedagogical objectives,” says
Gary Kornblith, director of OCTET.

The summer workshop on using ed-

ucational technology to teach literature
takes place the week of June 8. Fifteen
Oberlin faculty members who teach lit-
erature—in English or other lan-
guages—are enrolled. Each workshop
participant will receive a stipend of
$500 for the week. The main workshop
topics are likely to cover the questions
What is literature? What constitutes a
text? What constitutes reading and in-
terpretation of a text? What constitutes
teaching a text? What tools are suitable
to teaching a text? What are the advan-
tages and disadvantages of extending
class interaction beyond the classroom
using electronic technologies? What are
the pedagogical principles of such inter-
action? And, are some questions and
courses better suited to such a strategy
than others? 

Workshop participants will study
examples of literary hypertext and cre-
ate web pages and other forms of hy-
pertext. A highlight of the workshop is
expected to be the colloquium led by
Michael Joyce, visiting associate profes-
sor of English and director of the Center
for Electronic Learning and Teaching
at Vassar College. Joyce is the author of
afternoon, a story; Of Two Minds: Hy-
pertext Pedagogy and Poetics; and Twi-
light: A symphony.

Enrolled in the workshop are Patrick
Day, associate professor of English;
Nelson de Jesus, associate professor of
French; Michael Fisher, professor of his-
tory; Davida Gavioli, director of the lan-
guage laboratory and lecturer in Italian;
Suzanne Gay, associate professor of
East Asian studies and associate dean
of the College of Arts and Sciences;
Phyllis Gorfain, professor of English;
Nicholas Jones, associate professor of
English; Laurie McMillin, visiting assis-
tant professor of religion; Jeffrey Pence,
instructor in English; Robert Pierce,
professor of English; Jutta Schmiers,
lecturer in German and faculty-in-resi-
dence, German House; Tim Scholl, as-
sociate professor of Russian; Ann Sherif,
associate professor of East Asian stud-
ies; Teresa Stojkov, visiting assistant
professor of Spanish; and Janice Zinser,
McCandless Professor of French.
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Committee on Partnerships for Chil-
dren’s Health—funded by the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention—
which she cochairs.

The former Oberlin College
trustee is the recipient of dozens of
honors and awards—including the
NAACP Pathway to Excellence
Award and the Camille Cosby World
of Children Award. Cole was named
one of America’s most outstanding
African Americans in the 20th-an-
niversary issues of Essence and
Black Enterprise magazines. Forty-
one colleges and universities, includ-
ing Oberlin, have conferred hon-
orary degrees upon her.

One More Issue
Your last chance to be featured
in “Faculty and Staff Notes”
this year is coming up. Send your
submission to the Observer edi-
tor (Observer@oberlin.edu) by
Wednesday, May 13, to assure
your place in the May 22 issue.

Research-Portfolio Plan, Cognitive Studies Pass
At the last College Faculty meeting of
the school year, May 5, the faculty dis-
cussed—some angrily—the substance of
a motion to award research portfolios in-
stead of summer stipends to newly ap-
pointed faculty members. (See the
Observers of March 13 and April 10.)

Discussion resulted in several friend-
ly additions. The proposal, as described in
the CFC minutes of December 18, will be
added as an amendment document to
the Tenure Report. The phrase “and en-
couraging their research” will be added to
the document to strengthen the idea that
the research portfolio is to be seen as sup-
port for research rather than supplemen-
tal salary, and the $4000 figure will be re-
placed by the words “an amount to be
determined by the College Faculty Coun-
cil each year.”

During discussion one faculty mem-
ber expressed doubts that the new plan
would recruit better junior faculty,  and
another said the proposal looked like a
softening of standards of expectation for

research. When the plan was criticized
for costing the college more money in fac-
ulty salaries in the long run, President
Nancy Dye responded that that was part
of the idea—to pay better salaries over
the entire course of a faculty member’s
career. The motion passed by voice vote.

With about three minutes of discus-
sion the faculty approved unanimously
the establishment of a concentration in
cognitive studies.

The meeting began with announce-
ments: In admissions the college is slight-
ly ahead of last year in filling the class,
Koppes said, with about the same selec-
tivity and an expected yield the same or a
little better than last year’s. Ten of 13
new faculty appointments are first-
choice appointments. And the women’s
lacrosse team has won the league cham-
pionship, which it has won for three of the
last four years. The faculty rewarded
Melinda “Mindy” Manolovitch, women’s
field hockey and lacrosse coach, with a
hearty round of applause.

Faculty Meeting

http://www.oberlin.edu/~OCTET/
http://www.timara.oberlin.edu/
http://www.oberlin.edu/~admissns/music/overview/faculty_and_staff/bios/musicology_bios.html#cmacdonald
http://www.oberlin.edu/~admissns/music/overview/faculty_and_staff/bios/theory_bios.html#wdarcy
http://www.oberlin.edu/~admissns/music/overview/faculty_and_staff/bios/composition_bios.html#rcoleman
http://www.oberlin.edu/~admissns/music/overview/faculty_and_staff/bios/historical_bios.html#dbreitman
http://www.oberlin.edu/~admissns/music/overview/faculty_and_staff/bios/musicology_bios.html#cmacdonald
http://iberia.vassar.edu/~mijoyce/
http://www.rockhounds.com/
http://www.oberlin.edu/~EOG/OHIO/O.H.I.O.tour.html
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Joseph Schwartz Will Play after Leaving Oberlin
“I enjoy teaching very much, and that’s the way I want
to go out,” says Joseph Schwartz. Schwartz, who has
taught piano at Oberlin since 1960, is teaching his last
Oberlin students this semester. “It’s been a long run,”
he says, “but in some ways it feels like we came to
Oberlin yesterday.”

Looking forward to new activities—like playing
the stock market—Schwartz, with his wife, Florence,
will move to Florida in November. The couple is build-
ing a house in Tarpon Springs.

Outfitting his new home with a new Steinway,
it didn’t take long to realize that his plans to con-
tinue teaching, privately, in his new location would
work out: The Steinway dealer has already asked
about taking lessons himself and about Schwartz’s
offering master classes to area teachers.

Schwartz will continue to perform with the
Oberlin Trio, a group that was formed in 1984
with Andor Toth, professor of violoncello and
chamber music, and Stephen Clapp, former
Oberlin professor of violin who is now dean of the
Juilliard School of Music. The trio will give con-
certs in Armenia this fall, the second time in two
years. Schwartz also plans to continue giving
solo performances. He played Beethoven’s
Fourth Concerto with the Galveston Symphony
Orchestra last year and will play the First,
Third, and Fifth concertos with the orchestra
next year.

But the future has other kinds of playing in
store as well. Schwartz says he looks forward to
“palm trees, sunshine, and swimming in the
gulf.” Travel in Europe is also in his plans.

Still, he admits, “I’ll miss our friends and col-
leagues and students—also the ambiance of a
small college town.” Looking back he recalls out-
standing students, many of whom teach in col-
leges and conduct orchestras and operas.

“It’s amazing the number who are profes-
sional musicians,” he says. For him it has been
a “tremendous source of satisfaction to work
with the talented students we have at Oberlin.”
Not only has he enjoyed watching his students
grow and develop, but he finds them “such fine
people, too.”

As a teacher, Schwartz says, “You’re part psy-
chologist and part coach and part disciplinarian.” You
teach “through demonstration, osmosis, and talking
about music, explaining certain concepts. Sometimes
you try to rid a student of inhibitions that interfere in
expressing the character of the music. Often you have
to tread carefully. There’s a fine line between giving
constructive criticism and crushing a student. You
look for what’s needed in the student, and you gear ef-
forts toward finding a solution.”

Correcting and helping students has carried the
bonus of helping his own playing, too, he says.

Schwartz has given many recitals in Oberlin. He
says the experiences of playing at Oberlin and playing

anywhere else are “essentially the same. “You are try-
ing to communicate a subtle musical experience to
people, although sometimes it is necessary to gear the
program to the sophistication of the audience. At
Oberlin one can program any kind of music and find
sympathetic ears, while the audiences in small towns
may not have the experience to appreciate more eso-
teric offerings.”

In 1983 Schwartz founded Oberlin’s Summer Piano
Institute, which he directed through 1993. His College

committee service includes membership on the Con-
servatory Faculty Council, Educational Policies Com-
mittee, and the General Faculty’s Research and De-
velopment Committee and Admissions Committee.

Schwartz was named Oberlin’s Wheeler Professor
of Performance in 1987. The Wheeler Professorship, a
five-year appointment, recognizes excellence at the
height of a performer’s career. With the stipend
Schwartz did some traveling and studied fortepiano
with Malcolm Bilson.

Schwartz remembers being fascinated with the sound
of the piano when he was four or five years old, and says
he still is “fascinated with the sound of the instrument.”

He gave his first solo piano recital—“Grandmoth-
er’s Minuet” by Grieg—at age 8. At 14 he won his first
concerto competition, and at 17 enrolled at Juilliard,
where he studied with Rosina Lhevinne and Irwin
Freundlich.

Schwartz earned a Bachelor of Science degree at
Juilliard in 1954, stayed on for a Master of Science de-
gree, which he earned in 1957, then taught in Juil-
liard’s Preparatory Division until coming to Oberlin.
Over the years he studied further with Eric Harrison

in London, Guido Agosti in Rome, and Wilhelm
Kempff in Positano, Italy.

While he was teaching at Juilliard, Schwartz
won first prize in the Naumberg Competition,
and gave his New York debut recital in Town
Hall. That recital was the first of a dozen solo
recitals in important New York venues, which
include—besides Town Hall—Carnegie Recital
Hall and Merkin Hall. He has also given recitals
in London, Brussels, Hamburg, Vienna, Rio de
Janeiro, Caracas, Bangkok, Hong Kong, Los
Angeles, Boston, Boulder, and Austin; and has
been soloist with orchestras in New York, Los
Angeles, St. Louis, and Pittsburgh, besides
Galveston. He has also accompanied instru-
mentalists and singers in concerts throughout
the United States.

The same year in which he won the Naum-
berg Competition—1958—Schwartz won the
National Music League Competition and was
awarded a management contract. Before that
he appeared in Town Hall with the Little Sym-
phony Orchestra as the winner of another com-
petition. He was a gold medal winner in the
Artists Division of the American Guild of Piano
Teachers in 1952.

On the other end of competitions, Schwartz is
popular as a judge, most recently judging the
Corpus Cristi International Young Artists Com-
petition.

“I enjoy listening to the wonderful young tal-
ents play,” he says, “but to tell the truth I really
hate to decide on a winner since there is usually
more than one who attracts my interest. Compe-
titions are all somewhat arbitrary.”

His recording with the Oberlin Trio of French
trios is on Amplitude Records.

Schwartz says that to “work with the music itself”
is a “never-ending source of pleasure. The challenge is
to find the right sound, or the right gesture which il-
luminates the inner meaning of the work.

“As I play the piano these days, I feel an even clos-
er kinship with the color and sound, with the charac-
ter and shape of the music, the balance between its
emotional content and its structure.” And he is “con-
stantly making new discoveries. 

“The process is endless and ever stimulating, and I
will continue to strive for ever-deeper meaning as long
as I am able physically and intellectually.”

“You learn from listening to other musicians,” says
Joseph Schwartz, professor of pianoforte. “Musicians
need not play the same instrument to be benefit from
each other. We learn as much from a great singer or vi-
olinist as from another pianist.”

Watson Winners . . .
Continued from page 2
Raw Needles: Personifying Hip Hop in
1998. The gathering of scholars, poets,
artists, and others enjoyed regional at-
tendance and publicity. During his ju-
nior-year Winter Term Miller traveled
to South Africa, where he observed a
Johannesburg radio station that pro-
grams hip-hop music.

Hip hop is “part of a continuum of
cultural expressions that have their
origins in early African traditions and
have filtered through centuries of
African-American cultural expres-
sions such as the spirituals, blues,
gospel, jazz, street rhymes, musical
rhythms and children’s games,” wrote
Miller in his fellowship proposal. Hip
hop began as expressions—positive
and negative—of poor and under-
represented black American-city

youths living in a society that did not
value their worth, says Miller. It is now
the popular culture of a much greater
cross-section of black and other Ameri-
can youth and has penetrated youth
cultures all over the world.

Regarding hip hop as a tool for social
change, Miller will observe what types
of American music, artists, messages,
and images the South African radio sta-
tion allows on air; he intends also to no-
tice which groups or types of songs the
station does not promote and to ascer-
tain why. Miller plans to become a
writer on hip hop in America, Africa,
and the world.

Von Vacano carries a double major
in Spanish and the visual arts and a
minor in third-stream computing. In
her junior year she won a Rockefeller
Fellowship, which she served with the
At-Risk Academic Program for Lorain
County public-school children and with

the College’s Center for Service and
Learning, helping adults for whom
English is a second language earn the
General Education Diploma. She
served the Rockefeller fellowship at the
same time she worked as a Mellon mi-
nority fellow with Nelson de Jesus, as-
sociate professor of French, and accept-
ed a Middlebury College–Mellon
Foundation internship in language
technology. (See stories in the Observer
of May 23, 1997.) This year she received
the Paul Patrick Rogers Prize in His-
panic Studies for excellence in college
work in Hispanic studies.

Mexico’s muralist tradition in-
formed Nicaragua’s tradition, says von
Vacano, and both traditions may shape
South Africa’s development of modern
murals. On her wanderjahr von Va-
cano will, according to her proposal,
“learn about the relationship between
muralist art and political transforma-

tion by tracing the artistic and histori-
cal lineage of murals” in the three coun-
tries. In each she will document the
work of local muralists with interactive
multimedia. “The act of exposing this
art is activist in nature and spiritual in
sum and substance; ultimately it will be
an expression of the potential of my
inner self as an artist and as a human
being,” she says. Von Vacano plans to
publish her multimedia project with an
accompanying book.

She will guide her project with sev-
eral overall questions: “What is the cul-
tural significance of murals in each
country? How do communities use mu-
rals as tools for liberation? What do mu-
rals represent to communities during
times of internal war and conflict? How
have murals informed and motivated
people during a revolution? And con-
versely, how have revolutions motivat-
ed people to create murals?”
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http://www.hip-hop.cz/asc/
http://www.diegorivera.com/mural.html

