Course: MATH 030-01, Topics in Contemporary Math, Fall 2008

CRN: 7377
Time: MWF 3:30 – 4:20 p.m., SCTR A254
Instructor: Michael Raney

Office: King 205A

Phone: 775-5706

Office hours: TR 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. or by appointment
Textbook: COMAP, For All Practical Purposes: Mathematical Literacy in Today’s World, 7th edition

Course overview: The interaction of mathematics with the social sciences is the central theme. Topics are drawn from: graph theory, voting systems, discrete models, coding theory, exploratory data analysis, and combinatorics. Applications are given to social choice, decision-making, management and ecological modeling.

Prerequisite: A working knowledge of elementary algebra and geometry. Note: This course does not count toward a major in Mathematics (it is not open to any student who has received credit for a mathematics course numbered 131 or higher.) It is intended for students who have not satisfied the quantitative proficiency requirement.

Calculators:  On examinations you will only be permitted the use of scientific, non-graphing calculators such as the TI-30X.

Homework: Homework will be collected approximately once per week.  You will be given handouts containing reading assignments and both practice problems and problems to be collected.  I urge you most strongly to try the practice problems. You may work with other members of the class on all homework problems, but not to the extent that you simply copy another’s work.  

Please note that late assignments will not be accepted.  Your lowest homework score will be dropped when computing your final homework average.

Exams: There will be four in-class exams.  The dates of the exams are September 24, October 17, November 17 and December 10.  There will be no make-up exams under any circumstances (see Grading below.) The final exam is closed-book, cumulative, and will take place on Friday, December 19 from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.

Grading: Each semester exam is worth 100 points, while the final counts 200 points.  Your homework will be worth 100 points.  The lowest of the four semester exam grades will be dropped when computing final averages.  Thus the final grade will be based on a total of 600 points.

Help: In addition to seeking help from me when difficulties arise, you may attend the walk-in tutoring sessions that are sponsored by the Department of Mathematics four evenings per week.  These sessions are staffed by upper-level mathematics majors who hopefully can answer your questions.  When this fall’s schedule is finalized there will be an announcement in class.

Expectations:  You are expected to attend class.  You are expected to be seated and ready to go at 3:30 p.m.  As a general rule, expect to put in approximately 1.5 hours of work outside of class for every hour of class time (thus about 5 hours per week in addition to the 3 hours of class time). You are expected to keep up with the homework. You are expected to read the text.  You should read each section twice (at least): once before it is discussed in class, and once after the class discussion, but before you do the exercises.  At any time during the semester you should feel free to stop by to discuss any issues related to this course.

Honor System: You are urged to review the Honor Code and Honor System at http://www.oberlin.edu/students/links-life/rules-regs.html#honor (you may have to scroll down.) You will be expected to adhere to the Honor Code and Honor System with respect to all of your work in this class.

Disabilities: Students with documented disabilities are encouraged to contact me so that reasonable accommodations may be made.

