Course: MATH 131-02, Calculus Ia, Fall 2008

CRN: 2684
Time: MWF 1:30 – 2:20 p.m., CARN 301
Instructor: Michael Raney

Office: King 205A

Phone: 775-5706

Office hours: TR 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. or by appointment
Textbook: Stewart, Single Variable Calculus, 6th edition, Thomson Brooks/Cole (2008).


Note:  A Student Solutions Manual for the odd-numbered exercises in our text will be available from Ms. Cathy Murillo in King 205 Monday through Friday, 8-12 noon and 1-4:30 p.m.
Prerequisite: An appropriate score on the Calculus Readiness Exam.  Note that the two-course sequence MATH 131, MATH 132 is equivalent to the more intensive MATH 133.

Calculators:  On examinations you will only be permitted the use of scientific, non-graphing calculators such as the TI-30X.  
Homework: Homework will be collected approximately once per week.  You will be given handouts containing reading assignments and both practice problems and problems to be collected.  I urge you most strongly to try the practice problems. You may work with other members of the class on all homework problems, but not to the extent that you simply copy another’s work.  

Please note that late assignments will not be accepted.  Your lowest homework score will be dropped when computing your final homework average.

Exams: There will be four in-class exams.  The dates of the exams are September 24, October 17, November 17 and December 10.  There will be no make-up exams under any circumstances (see Grading below.) The final exam is closed-book, cumulative, and will take place on Thursday, December 18 from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Grading: Each semester exam is worth 100 points, while the final counts 200 points.  Your homework will be worth 100 points.  The lowest of the four semester exam grades will be dropped when computing final averages.  Thus the final grade will be based on a total of 600 points. 

Help: In addition to seeking help from me when difficulties arise, you may attend the walk-in calculus tutoring sessions that are sponsored by the Department of Mathematics four evenings per week.  These sessions are staffed by upper-level mathematics majors who hopefully can answer your questions.  When this fall’s schedule is finalized there will be an announcement in class.

Expectations:  You are expected to attend class.  You are expected to be seated and ready to go at 1:30 p.m.  As a general rule, expect to put in approximately 2 hours of work outside of class for every hour of class time (thus 6 hours per week in addition to the 3 hours of class time).  If you find yourself working either much more or much less than six hours per week outside of class, please stop by my office to discuss possible alternatives to this course.  You are expected to keep up with the homework; this course tends to be rather difficult for students who work on calculus once or twice per week or only before exams. 


You are expected to read the text.  You should read each section twice (at least): once before it is discussed in class, and once after the class discussion, but before you do the exercises.  At any time during the semester you should feel free to stop by to discuss any issues related to this course.
Honor System: You are urged to review the Honor Code and Honor System at http://www.oberlin.edu/students/links-life/rules-regs.html#honor (you may have to scroll down.) You will be expected to adhere to the Honor Code and Honor System with respect to all of your work in this class.

Course overview: This course is concerned with the problem of defining and computing the derivative, or slope, of a curve.  Along the way, we will review material from precalculus as needed.  We will cover Chapters 1-3 in our text.

This course serves as an introduction to differential calculus.  It is recommended that you continue with MATH 132 to see further applications of the derivative, to obtain an introduction to integration, and to see the connection between the derivative and the integral in the form of the amazing Fundamental Theorem of Calculus.
Disabilities: Students with documented disabilities are encouraged to contact me so that reasonable accommodations may be made.

