Guidelines for Media Classes

Experimental College

These guidelines use the sample syllabus “My So Called High School Experience.”  All of these guidelines must be followed in order to have your ExCo approved.  

Media classes are only allowed to be taught for 1 credit.
1. Building around a main thesis
The main point of a media ExCo is to explore a thesis.  What overall question are you trying to answer through your course?  This thesis should be the foundation for the class. 

GOOD: “This course explores the high school experience through various media, with concentration on the acclaimed television series My So-Called Life.”  

BAD: “This course explores the issues presented about the high school experience in the acclaimed television series My So-Called Life.”

2. Utilizing a variety of resources 
A TV-show or set of movies should not be the only resource that you utilize in order to explore your thesis.  Your course should employ a variety of resources from scholarly articles and books to Wikipedia and online resources in order to add depth to your exploration of your thesis and to bolster discussion.

Your resources should include at least three scholarly articles or passages from books (articles on Wikipedia or other unprofessional sites do not count as scholarly articles).

3. Screenings are a supplement to main class time
Screenings are supplemental to actual class time, which can be filled with discussion or lectures.  Make sure you have enough material in order to sustain discussion or lecture for at least one hour.  This is where having a variety of resources helps.  Some ExCos find it helpful to have screenings and class time on separate days.

4. Planning out each class
Each class should be planned out in advanced and written in the syllabus.  Every class should detail:

· The theme for the class

· Screenings

· At least one discussion question (should be more)

· Specific Reading (s)

GOOD: 


Week 9:  Social Hierarchy/Popularity



Episode 12:  Self-Esteem
Assignment:  Write about a high school experience where you had an advantage or a disadvantage because of your gender.  

Class Discussion:  Why are sexually promiscuous girls considered ‘sluts’, while promiscuous boys are considered ‘studs’?  Are girls encouraged to act less intelligent (Abyssinia)?

Reading:

BAD:

Week 12:  Homosexuality: High School in the Closet



Episode 17:  Betrayal
5. Assessment 
Every media class should have at least two forms of evaluation, of which one should make sure the students are doing readings and watching screenings (For example: a journal).  The other form of evaluation is your choice, but it needs to be a form of assessment that the student could not complete before taking your course.
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