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Tuesday 7:00-9:00 PM

This course explores the high school experience through various media, with concentration on the acclaimed television series My So-Called Life.   One major goal of the course is to bring college and high school students together to discuss and compare present and past high school experiences.  Class work includes weekly writing exercises, and a final presentation.  Students must participate in discussions and show a commitment to attending class.  

You will need to purchase a binder and loose-leaf paper for your journal entries.  You will pass in one journal entry each week based on the writing assignment.  Students will be expected to read work from their journals to the class, and participate in discussion, but there will always be an option to pass.  

Week 1:  
Introduction

Discussion:  Check-in.  Why did you join the class?  What is your experience with MSCL?


Episode 1:  Pilot  

Assignment:  What were you anxious about when you entered High School?  What were you hopeful for?  What were some of your preconceptions, and how did they change?  

Week 2: 
Entering High School/Adolescence



Episode 2:  Dancing in the Dark
Assignment:  Write about a crush you had in High School.  Was the Fantasy ever realized?  If so, how did your perceptions about that person change?  (Note:  If you’d like, you may get creative and write as if you still had the crush, in order to relive it more intensely.)  Feel free to change names of places and people.  

Week 3:
Crushes



Episode 3:  Guns and Gossip

Assignment:  Violence - Read article on school violence.  What was the atmosphere in your high school with regard to violence, weapons, bullies, etc.?

Rumors – The guidance counselor suggests that there is a seed of truth to every rumor.  Do you agree or disagree?  What functions do rumors serve?  
Week 4: 
Violence in Schools/Rumors



Episode 5:  The Zit 

Assignment:  High School Students – Describe your parents.  

College Students – Describe your parents as you would have in High School.  Then describe them as you see them now.

Both Groups  - describe your parents as they would have been in High School.  

Week 5:
Parents



Episode 6:  The Substitute

Assignment:  Describe a time when you rebelled. Now describe a time when you conformed.  

Week 6:
Conformity and Rebellion 



Episode 7:   Why Jordan Can’t Read

Assignment:  High School Students – Where do you see yourself in ten years?  Would you ever consider Oberlin after high school?

College Students - How did you decide to go to college?  What were some of the pressures affecting that decision? How did you choose Oberlin?

Week 7:
What Comes After High School?



Episode 10:  Other People’s Mothers
Assignment:  Are/Were drugs popular at your high school?  What is the typical drug of choice?  Do certain drugs define certain cliques?  How real is peer pressure in high school?  Is there pressure from the media?  

Week 8:
Drug Use and Abuse



Episode 11:  Life of Brian

Assignment:  Describe the school hierarchy in your high school – Was there an established hierarchy/power structure?  Were there clear  boundaries between groups?  Where do you think you fit in?  Which character from MSCL would have been a close friend to you in high school? 
Week 9:
Social Hierarchy/Popularity



Episode 12:  Self-Esteem
Assignment:  Write about a high school experience where you had an advantage or a disadvantage because of your gender.  

Class Discussion:  Why are sexually promiscuous girls considered ‘sluts’, while promiscuous boys are considered ‘studs’?  Are girls encouraged to act less intelligent (Abyssinia)?

Week 10:
Gender Issues



Episode 13:  Pressure 

Assignment:  Creative assignment – Design your own Sex Ed course, or to design one from the point of view of one of the show’s characters. 

Week 11: 
SEX



Episode 16: Resolutions 

Assignment:  Read article on same-sex marriages.  What is/was the attitude toward homosexuality at your high school?  How do you feel about this attitude?  
Week 12:
Homosexuality: High School in the Closet



Episode 17:  Betrayal
Week 13:
Betrayal



Episode 18:  In Dreams Come Responsibilities


In-Class Activity:  Improvising MSCL characters

Final Presentations (Topics and directions to be handed out in class)

