PRACTICUM ON ORGANIC FARMING:
Building a Sustainable Local Food System
Experimental College, Oberlin College
Meeting Times:

Lectures and Workshops:  Monday evenings, 7:30-9:00pm (Lewis Center, #102)

Work Groups (Choose 1):
Monday 4:30pm





Friday 4:30pm





Saturday 7:00am





Saturday 10:00am

Instructor:

Brad Masi




Director, Ecological Design Innovation Center




Lewis Center for Environmental Studies #206




775-8409
or 
brad.masi@oberlin.edu

Course Description:

This course will provide a basic introduction to organic farming and sustainable food systems development. Through this class, you will investigate several of the components of building a sustainable local food system. We will look at the definition of “organic agriculture” compared to different types of agriculture (conventional, permaculture, natural systems agriculture, etc.). We will look at the specific aspects of managing a farm organically, including soils, pest and disease control, fertility, and weed control. As well as specialized techniques, including beekeeping and chicken tractoring. We will connect farm-scale operations to the broader context of a sustainable local food system, looking at community-supported agriculture (connecting urban/rural populations), large-scale composting systems for reclaiming organic wastes for agricultural use, and marketing and economic issues confronting small-scale farmers. You will also learn about community efforts to establish a sustainable local food system for Lorain County through the Oberlin Sustainable Agriculture Project (OSAP) and the Ecological Design Innovation Center (EDIC).

Class Lectures/Work Groups
The course will meet twice weekly. Monday evening sessions will include workshops, lectures, and discussions about local agriculture and organic farming techniques.  Each of you will also join one work group which will meet weekly for practical projects on OSAP’s organic farm.

Class Requirements:

Credit for the course will be granted on the basis of the following criteria:

1) Regular Class Attendance: You will be required to attend regular Monday night classes

2) Work Groups: Attention is given to prepare activities for the work groups. If you cannot make one of the work group sessions, please alert me. You can make up for missed work groups by joining another work group.

3) Special Saturday Afternoon Work Session at the Clark Farm: Everyone will be asked to sign up for one special work session for the Clark Farm, including completion of our strawbale greenhouse, construction and installation of raised beds for greenhouse, preparation of blackberry trellises, and asparagus weeding.

4) Completion of Section of Manual on Organic Farming: We are assembling a handbook on organic farming for OSAP. This will be given out to interns, future OSAP EXCO class attendees, and others interested in organic farming. Each person will be asked to complete one section of this manual dealing with a specific topic relating to organic agriculture. A topic list will be furnished the second week of class.

5) Final Presentation: You will be asked to give a brief presentation (5-10 minutes) the last two days of class on your topic.

Special Clark Farm Work Sessions (Occurring Saturday Afternoons at 1:30pm)


Saturday, September 15:
Trellise Blackberries, Hoe Asparagus

Saturday, September 22:
Completion of strawbale greenhouse walls

Saturday, September 29:
Construction of raised beds for greenhouse
Course Schedule:

DATE
TOPIC
PRESENTERS

Sept 10
Class Introductions, Course Overview, EDIC vs. OSAP, Building a Regional Food System Overview
Brad Masi—

EDIC Director

Sept 17
Overview of Organic Farming
Brad Masi-
EDIC Director

Sept 24
Pollinators, Honey, and Royal Jelly: The Fine Art of BeeKeeping
Scott Medwid-

OSAP Trustee

Oct 1
Chicken Tractors: Appropriate Technology for Small-Scale Farm Usage
Jack Hunt-

Local Farmer

Oct 8


Challenges of Running a Small Organic Farm
Bob and Dottie Pogerelc, Local Farmers

Oct 15
Straw Houses Even the Bad Wolf Can’t Get: Natural Building Design Alternatives for the Farm


Brad Masi-

EDIC Director

Oct 29
Waste Equals Food Which Equals Waste Which Equals Food: Closed-Loop Waste Recycling (aka COMPOST!)
Brad Masi-
EDIC Director

Nov 5
What’s the Point of Growin’ If Nobody is Buyin’???

The Challenge of Marketing Small-Scale Farm Produce
Jay Pickering-

Local Farmer

Nov 9-10
Farm to Colleges: Conference on Building a Regional Food System at Oberlin College
EDIC & the Community Food Security Coalition

Nov 12
Managing Chaos: The Management of the Oberlin Sustainable Agriculture Farm
Gerry Gross-

OSAP Grower

Nov 19
Downward Mobility: The Challenges of Staying Local and Staying Afloat
Brad Masi, Iris Hunt-OSAP Trustees

Nov 26 

Dec 3
Final Class Presentations


Your Turn to Talk!



