Course Proposal Guidelines & General Information

Experimental College

The Experimental College (ExCo) is a student-run organization that sponsors courses taught by members of the Oberlin community: students, faculty, administrators, staff, and townspeople.  Prospective teachers submit applications to the ExCo Committee for approval to teach in the following semester.  Course material should not normally duplicate classes and topics currently offered in other Oberlin College departments.  Note: in cases where ExCo and College classes do overlap, the chairperson of the appropriate College department must give a signature of approval.

About Instructors

Course instructors shall function as teachers and/or group leaders and resource people. Instructors are expected to give their time on a volunteer basis; no instructor fees shall be charged to students.  Except in special cases, each course may only have up to two instructors.  

About ExCo Credit

Both ExCo instructors and ExCo students who are enrolled in the Oberlin College or Conservatory may receive academic credit for teaching ExCo courses, and up to 5 ExCo credits may be counted towards graduation.  The instructor(s) may receive 1 credit more than the credit available to the students enrolled in the course.

Each ExCo course is worth a specified number of credits, usually 1 or 2, which are determined by the credit allocation requirements (see below).  The Variable Hours Option makes it possible for a student to take a class for any amount of credit between zero and the maximum number of credits assigned to the course.  Students wishing to receive less than the standard amount of credit are still expected to complete all the work required for the course.  Students who do not complete the course work satisfactorily must fail the course, and they may not receive partial credit.  Instructors who do not submit midterm and final course evaluations will be denied credit.

Credit Requirements:

Each course must have a detailed 12-week syllabus which should adhere to these requirements (see the "How to Write a Syllabus" sheet for guidance).  We realize that not all courses fit neatly into these specifications.  Any reasonable alternatives will be considered.
All courses are graded Credit/No Entry or Pass/No Pass (not with letter grades).  Classes meet for 12 weeks during the semester.  Students must attend a minimum of 70% of classes in order to pass (e.g. they can’t miss more than 3 classes out of 12).  However, attendance cannot be considered a Method of Evaluation.  

A Method of Evaluation is something which measures a student’s progress or involvement in the class.  A Method of Evaluation can take many forms, such as a paper, journal, quiz, performance, or tournament, to give some examples.

Activity Classes

A 1 credit activity class should have:

– 2 to 3 hours per week of class time 

– 1 Method of Evaluation
Note: Members of intramural sports teams may teach courses in their sport to recruit team members.  However, students in these classes may earn only one semester of credit for taking them;  ExCo cannot offer courses so that intramural teams can get credit for their sport. 

Academic Classes
A 1 credit academic class should have:

– 1 to 2 hours per week of class time

– 1 or more hours per week of outside work (e.g. reading, writing assignments).

– 2 Methods of Evaluation 

A 2 credit academic class should have:

– 2 to 3 hours per week of class time 

– 3 or more hours per week of outside work

– 3 to 4 Methods of Evaluation

Media Studies
Requirements are identical to an Academic class (see above).  However, class time must be in addition to time for the screening.  Discussion sessions must be either at a separate class meeting or directly before the next screening.  

Practica
Due to the unique nature of this category, there are no absolute requirements for these classes.  The ExCo Committee will evaluate each class proposal individually.  However, as a general guideline: 

For 1 credit:

– 2 to 3 hours per week of class/activity time (not including transportation time).  

– 4 or more group meetings during the semester to discuss the activity and its progress.

For 2 credits:

– 4 or more hours per week of class/activity time (not including transportation time).

– 4 or more group meetings during the semester to discuss the activity and its progress.

Instructor Responsibilities

Once a course is approved, instructors are responsible for the following (in addition to teaching the course):  

– setting up a time and place for class meetings

– coming to the ExCo Fair to solicit students

– consenting students to register for the course

– submitting a final list of students to the ExCo Committee

– having students complete course evaluations at the middle and at the end of the semester

– assigning credit to students through the Registrar’s Office at the end of the semester

– communicating with students as necessary during the semester

Contacting Us
You can contact us, the ExCo Committee, by email (exco@oberlin.edu), stopping by Wilder 302 to talk during our office hours (posted on the door and on our webpage), or by phone (440.775.8096).  Or please refer to our webpage, www.oberlin.edu/exco
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